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 is the simple connective conjunction KAI which means “And.”  With this we have the genitive absolute masculine singular aorist passive participle from the verb PHANEROW, which means, “to make visible, clear, manifest or known; to appear.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which is used to indicate an event which has not in fact happened but which is so certain to happen that it is depicted as though it had already happened.


The passive voice indicates that our Lord receives the action of the verb.


The participle is used with the noun in the genitive case to form the genitive absolute and is the temporal use of the participle and should be translated “when...appears.”
 is the genitive subject of the absolute participle from the masculine singular article and noun ARCHIPOIMEN, which means “the Chief-shepherd.”  This could also be translated “The Master-shepherd” or “The High-shepherd;” for the word ARCHI is combined with other Greeks words to form such titles as: “the High-Priest,” “the Master-builder,” “the ruler of the synagogue,” “the superintendent of a banquet.”  This is a title for our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is also a genitive absolute, in which the noun in the genitive case functions as the subject of the participle in the genitive case.

“And when the Chief-shepherd appears,”
is the second person plural future middle indicative from the verb KOMIZW, which means in the active voice means “to take care of, to carry off, to carry.”  In the middle it means “to bear for oneself” hence, “to receive.”  Peter used this word this way also in 1 Pet 1:9.


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms that an action will take place.


The active voice indicates that pastors who have done their job of studying and teaching the word of God will produce the action of receiving something from God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and adjective AMARANTINOS, which means “unfading.”  This is the only use of this word in the NT and is a synonym with the word AMARANTOS used by Peter in 1 Pet 1:4, which also means “unfading.”
 is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA, which means “of glory.”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun STEPHANOS, which means “crown.”
“you will receive the unfading crown of glory.”
1 Pet 5:4 corrected translation
“And when the Chief-shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.”
Explanation:
1.  The Chief-shepherd is one of the many titles of our Lord Jesus Christ.


a.  This title emphasizes the fact that Jesus Christ is the ruler, the authority, the One in charge of all other shepherds.


b.  Since the other shepherds are those men with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, then it follows logically that Jesus Christ is directly responsible for all pastor-teachers as the ruler of shepherds or “chief-shepherd.”

c.  Because Jesus Christ is personally responsible for all shepherds or those men with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, they get both greater blessing and greater discipline from the Lord Jesus Christ.  The supreme court of heaven deals directly with those with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.


d.  Being the leader of all shepherds, our Lord is personally responsible for providing for all of the needs of those committed to His care.  Therefore, our Lord provides perfectly everything necessary for the pastor.  Part of this provision is the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit who is sent by the Son.


e.  No human being has the right to have authority over a man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher since the close of the canon of Scripture.  The men with the spiritual gift of apostleship had authority over other men with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  But this only lasted for the first 66 years of the Church Age.  Once the apostle John finished the book of Revelation in 96 AD, the canon was completed and became the final authority for all men with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.


f.  Our Lord exercises His authority through His word, the canon of Scripture.  This is why David wrote in Ps 138:2b, “You have magnified Your word above Your name.”

g.  The pastor is directly responsible to the Lord Jesus Christ as the chief-shepherd; therefore, he must take his orders directly from the field Manual for shepherds—the New Testament—and not from an “episcopal” hierarchy.

2.  The phrase “when the Chief-Shepherd appears” is a reference to an event in the future from the time of writing.  This can only refer to one of two events: the rapture or exit-resurrection of all Church Age believers at the end of the Church Age just before the beginning the Tribulation or to the second advent of Christ.


a.  It refers to the Rapture or exit-resurrection of the Church.  We know this because the next phrase refers to an award, a decoration, an eternal blessing given to the faithful pastor.  Therefore, we must compare the time of this appearance of the Chief-Shepherd with the time of rewards being given to all Church Age believers.


b.  The correct sequence of events is as follows:



(1)  The Lord appears again for an instant at the Rapture of the Church, when all Church Age believers are taken off the earth and meet Him in the air or atmosphere above the earth and go with Him back to the third heaven.



(2)  The entire royal family of God, both living and dead, is then evaluated for their ability during their time on earth to live the spiritual life (1 Cor 3).  During this time all Church Age believers are rewarded for their ability to live the spiritual life provided for them.  This takes place during the seven year period while the great Tribulation is occurring on earth.



(3)  Then the royal family of God returns with our Lord at the Second Advent of Christ to judge the world and begin His 1000 year reign as the king of Israel.  There are no rewards or decorations given at this event, only the baptism of fire which removes all Gentile and Jewish unbelievers off the face of the earth, so that the world can start over with only believers during our Lord’s reign.



(4)  Chronology of the Rapture.




i.  The Rapture takes place, 1 Cor 15:51-58; 1 Thes 4:13-18.




ii.  The Big Genuflex occurs, Phil 2:9-11.




iii.  The Judgment Seat of Christ occurs, 2 Cor 5:10; Rom 5:10.




iv.  The bride (all Church Age believers) return with Christ at the Second Advent, 1 Thes 3:13.




v.  The manifestation of the Bride, Rom 8:19; Col 3:4.




vi.  Operation Footstool, Ps 110:1; Zech 13:2; Col 2:15; 1 Cor 15:24-25.




vii.  The Coronation of Christ, Rev 19:6.




viii.  The Wedding Supper of the Lamb, Rev 19:7-9.




ix.  The purpose of the Rapture is to get the royal family of God prepared for the Second Advent and the Wedding Supper.



(5)  The Second Advent of Christ.


d.  So the only time for rewards and decorations to be given during these events is after the Rapture of the Church.  Therefore, this appearance of Christ refers to the rapture or exit-resurrection of Christ.


e.  This appearance of our Lord is also referred to in the following passages:



(1)  Tit 2:13, “Waiting with keen anticipation for that blessed hope [Rapture], even the appearance of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus.”


(2)  1 Jn 3:2-3, “Beloved, now we are the children of God, and what we will be He has not yet revealed.  However, we know that if He should appear, we shall be [exactly] like Him because we shall see Him as He is.  And everyone who keeps on having this hope [absolute confidence in eternal rewards and blessings] in Him purifies Himself even as He is pure [ultimate sanctification in a resurrection body].”


(3)  Rev 3:11, “I will be coming soon; seize [grasp, become the master of] what you have [Bible doctrine], so that no one may take away your crown.”
3.  The “unfading crown of glory” is a special reward or decoration for those pastors who have been faithful in studying and teaching the word of God.  It is one of many crowns given to Church Age believers.
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