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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the negative particle MĒDE, which when used as a conjunction to continue a negation (which is what we have here) it means “nor.”
 is the adverbial form of the relative pronoun HWS.  It is used either as a comparative particle meaning “as” or as a temporal conjunction meaning “as, while” or to introduce a characteristic quality of a person, thing or action.  This is its use here.  As such it is translated “because.”
is the nominative second person masculine plural present active participle from the verb KATAKURIEUW, which means “to gain or exercise dominion over, become master, gain dominion over, subdue; gain power over, be master, lord it over, or to rule over someone or something.”

It is used in Mt 20:25 and Mk 10:42 as follows: “But Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them.”

In Acts 19:16, it is mistranslated “subdue”, “And the man, in whom was the evil spirit, leaped on them and subdued all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.”  If he had “subdued” them they would not have been able to flee the house.


The root verb KURIEUW means, “to be lord or master of, to rule over.”  It is used in 2 Cor 1:24 with this meaning, “Not that we lord it over your faith, but are workers with you for your joy; for in your faith you are standing firm.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for that which is now going on.


The active voice means that some pastors are producing this action.


The participle is circumstantial.  HWS with the participle gives the reason for an action and as such should be translated “as one who rules over” or “because you rule over.”
is the objective genitive from the masculine plural article and noun KLĒROS, which means “the lots; that which is assigned by lot, portion, share; lot in the sense of fate, destiny; the inheritances [cf. Col 1:12 where it is used for our eternal inheritance of escrow blessings].”  Here it seems to denote the various parts of the people of God which have been assigned as “portions” to the individual presbyters or shepherds.  The article is used as a personal pronoun and means “your portions.”
“nor because you rule over your portions,”
is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but.”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun TUPOS, meaning “examples, patterns.”
 is the nominative second person masculine plural present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The present tense is a tendential present which describes an action that is intended but not yet actually taking place.


The participle is middle/passive is form but active in meaning, pastors producing the action.


The participle is used as an imperative mood and thus functions as a command.

 is the objective genitive from the neuter singular article and noun POIMNION, which means “to the flock.”
“but become examples to the flock.”
1 Pet 5:3 corrected translation
“nor because you rule over your portions, but become examples to the flock.”
Explanation:
1.  The entire sentence reads, “Shepherd the flock of God among you, caring for [them] not by compulsion but willingly according to the will of God, nor greedily but freely, nor because you rule over your portions, but become examples to the flock.”

a.  The essence of this sentence as related to our verse is this: “Shepherd the flock of God by caring for them not because you rule over them, but become examples to them.”

b.  There are obviously two parts to this injunction:



(1)  Shepherd the flock not because you rule over them.



(2)  Shepherd the flock by becoming an example to them.

2.  Shepherd the flock not because you rule over them.


a.  This command is directed toward the pastor-teacher and centers around the issue of authority in the local church.


b.  Doctrine must be learned under authority, and that authority is vested in the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.


c.  No believer can read the Bible daily for himself and discover and learn the mystery doctrine for the Church Age, and understand the mechanics of the plan of God.  It must be taught through authority.  Authority is always the key to teaching.


d.  The royal family is under the authority of their own pastor to grow spiritually.


e.  The pastor has the authority of an apostle, except that the pastor is limited to one local church.  The pastor can abuse his authority by spiritual bullying or by not using his God-given authority.  He is the final authority in the local church.  God’s delegated authority is the pastor’s means of protecting the sheep.


f.  No one can teach without authority.  The spiritual gift of pastor-teacher carries authority with it, but the pastor must establish his authority through the teaching of the word of God.


g.  Only the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher has both authority from God and ability from the spiritual gift to provide the necessary doctrinal information for the execution of God’s plan.


h.  The pastor represents the most visible delegated authority that God provides in the Church Age.  Therefore, a pastor should not let people run all over him and dictate to him; such a man does not belong in the ministry.  The minister is answerable only to God.


i.  Many pastors have misplaced authority problems.  First, they have authority arrogance, the authority of human power.


j.  Authority belongs to God, and is only delegated to the pastor who is faithful in teaching the Word, or to the evangelist who is faithful in accurate communication of the Gospel.  Authority belongs to the power of God.  The authority does not belong to the pastor.  The pastor gets his authority through having a spiritual gift.  The pastor’s authority comes from God by being delegated.  Authority in a congregation is based upon the pastor teaching Bible doctrine.  Only as the pastor teaches Bible doctrine does he possess any power related to God and to God’s plan.


k.  The pastor’s authority cannot exist apart from: positive volition, genuine humility, objectivity, and teachability on the part of the congregation.


l.  The authority resides in the teacher while the congregation assembles to learn doctrine as students under authority.  There is no effective teaching of the word of God apart from authority.  God will not use an arrogant man with the gift of pastor-teacher.

m.  The pastor-teacher must delegate authority to those who are inculcated with Bible doctrine, those who are learning and applying doctrine, those who have grace orientation, and those who have the spiritual gift that qualifies them for the board of deacons.


n.  Just because the pastor is a product of grace, this does not mean he has no authority and should be kicked around by others.



(1)  Heb 13:7, “Remember those who rule over you, who communicate the Word from God to you; carefully consider the issue of their way of life; imitate their doctrine.”  We “remember” pastors by attending Bible class, by praying for them, and by understanding that they have an abnormal life.  The issue of a pastor’s way of life is their Bible teaching.  Are they faithful in studying and teaching the Word?



(2)  Heb 13:17, “Keep obeying those [pastors] who themselves are ruling over you, and submit to their authority, for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will render an account.  Keep obeying them, in order that they may do this [accounting] with happiness and not with groaning, for this is unprofitable for you.”  Pastors don’t rule over us in the sense of telling us what to do, but in the sense of teaching us what God expects from us and how to execute His plan.  We submit to the pastors’ authority in listening to their communication of doctrine.



(3)  Isa 54:17, “‘No weapon that is formed against you will prosper, and every tongue that rises against you in judgment, you will condemn.  This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their vindication is from Me,’ declares the Lord.”


(4)  2 Tim 4:2, “Preach the Word.  Be ready in season and out of season.  Reprove, rebuke, exhort [when warranted by context], and do this with all patience and teaching.”


(5)  1 Tim 4:10, “For because of this [communication of doctrine], we work hard to the point of exhaustion, and we hang in there tough because we have confidence in the living God who is the Savior of all men.”
3.  Shepherd the flock by becoming an example to them.


a.  We have to be very careful with the interpretation here because this verse has been terribly distorted throughout Church history and is still being distorted today by all denominations and most independent local churches.


b.  Becoming an example to the flock does not mean to live a life of sinless perfection.  Only one man can do that—the Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, this verse has nothing to do with the lifestyle, patterns of behavior, personality, taboos, dietary habits, personal hygiene, or mannerisms of the man with the gift of pastor-teacher.


c.  We are commanded to imitate Christ.  He is our one and only role model in life, not the pastor.


d.  Therefore, the pastor is an example to the congregation in the following manner:



(1)  By his positive volition to Bible doctrine.



(2)  By his consistent use of the spiritual problem solving devices.



(3)  By his execution of the spiritual life and plan of God for his life.


e.  The pastor is an example to the congregation by his passion for the word of God.



(1)  We cannot have a passion for the word of God and live outside of its boundaries (sin, human good, and evil).



(2)  If we have a passion for the word of God, we will live inside of its boundaries.


f.  The Bible teaches many times about being an example or imitating others.



(1)  Our Lord set the example of humility in leadership.  Jn 13:12-15, “So when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments and reclined at the table again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you?  You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am.  If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you.  Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him.”



(a)  What was the Lord’s point, that we should go around washing each other’s feet?  No, of course not.




(b)  The issue is having enough humility as a spiritual leader to think of the needs of others and provide for them as necessary.  Leadership means sacrifice for others, not self-gratification.



(2)  Israel is an example of many lessons for the believer, 1 Cor 10:11, “Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.”


(3)  Phil 3:17, “Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.”  Paul’s example was positive volition to Bible doctrine and the execution of the plan of God through the use of his spiritual assets.



(4)  The believers of Thessalonica set an example of generosity for other believers, 1 Thes 1:7, “so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.”


(5)  Paul and his traveling evangelical seminary set an example to other believers of being willing to work for a living and not preying on the generosity of others, 2 Thes 3:6-10, “Furthermore we command you, brethren, in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ that you keep away from all fellow believers who live in an irresponsible manner and not according to the tradition which they have learned from us.  For you yourselves know how it is necessary to imitate us, because we were not lazy among you.  We did not even eat bread as a free gift from anyone, but by hard work and labor working night and day for the purpose of not financially burdening any of you not because we do not have the authority, but in order that we might give ourselves to you [as] an example to imitate us.  For even when we were with you, we used to command this to you, that if anyone is not willing to work, let him not even eat.”


(6)  Our Lord used the salvation of Saul of Tarsus for an example to all others of His grace, 1 Tim 1:16, “Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.”


(7)  The example of the Pastor is taught in:




(a)  1 Tim 4:12, “Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe.”




i.  The corrected translation is, “Stop permitting anyone to reject your authority because you are young, but keep on becoming a pattern to the believers in doctrine, in the spiritual life, in virtue-love, in faith, in purity [the filling of the Spirit].”




ii.  The pastor is a pattern of the use of the spiritual skills: being influenced by the Spirit, learning the word of God, and application of Bible doctrine by using the spiritual problem solving devices.





iii.  This is not a treatise on the pastor being the living example of perfect moral conduct and decorum for those in his congregation.  There are plenty of legalists around who expect that and demand it, but it is just not taught in the word of God.




(b)  Tit 2:6-8, “Likewise urge the young men to be sensible; in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified, sound in speech which is beyond reproach, so that the opponent will be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us.”




i.  In this passage Paul is telling Titus to be an example to the young men in his congregation of someone who is sensible.  Then he explains this by stating that the primary thing in being sensible as a Christian is being able to apply doctrine in all areas of life (all things).





ii.  The accurate application of doctrine is accomplished by understanding doctrine correctly (purity in doctrine).





iii.  Being dignified in speech and conduct when presenting doctrine, which was extremely important in the ancient world, since listeners were greatly offended and turned off by someone who could not speak clearly, logically, precisely, and accurately.



(8)  Heb 13:7, “Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.”  This is a command to imitate the doctrinal application of those with the gift of pastor-teacher.



(9)  Old Testament communicators of doctrine are an example of doctrinal application, Jam 5:10, “As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.”


(10)  Our Lord is our example for how to handle suffering, 1 Pet 2:21, “For you see, you were called for this reason because Christ also suffered as a substitute for you, leaving behind an example for your benefit, in order that you may follow in His footsteps,”


(11)  Sodom and Gomorrah are examples of God’s attitude toward those who reject the gospel and Bible doctrine, 2 Pet 2:6, “and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter;”  Jude 1:7, “just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.”


(12)  3 Jn 1:11, “Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good.  The one who does good is of God; the one who does evil has not seen God.”
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