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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective PHILOXENOS, which means “loving strangers; hospitable.”  The noun PHILOXENIA means, “a love of strangers; hospitality.”
Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active participle of the verb EIMI, with the participle being used as an imperative mood, as ECHW was at the beginning of the last verse.

 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction from the masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, which means “toward one another or each other.”
  is the preposition ANEU, meaning “without” plus the ablative of separation from the masculine singular noun GOGGUSMOS, which means “murmuring, muttering; complaint.”  This word is found in the following other passages, which explain its meaning.  The best meaning for the word is “complaint.”

1.  Jn 7:12, “There was much grumbling [complaining would be a better translation] among the crowds concerning Him; some were saying, ‘He is a good man’; others were saying, ‘No, on the contrary, He leads the people astray.’”

2.  Acts 6:1, “Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the nature Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily serving of food.”

3.  Phil 2:14, “Do all things without grumbling or disputing.”

4.  The noun GOGGUSTES is found in Jude 16, which says, “These are grumblers [complainers would be a better translation], finding fault, following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering people for the sake of gaining an advantage.”

5.  The verb GOGGUZW is found in 1 Cor 10:10, “Nor let us grumble, as some of them [Jews] did, and were destroyed by the destroyer.” and in Mt 20:11, “When they received it [their days pay for working], they grumbled at the landowner.”
1 Pet 4:9 corrected translation
“[Be] hospitable to one another without complaint.”
Explanation:
1.  Again we have a command here for the Christian life.  We are to be hospitable to one another.


a.  We should be continuously willing to open our home to others.


b.  We should be constantly willing to take others into our home who need help.


c.  We should always be ready to provide food, shelter, clothing for others who are in need.


d.  Being hospitable means being courteous, gracious, sociable, friendly, neighborly, generous, helpful.

2.  This concept is also taught in the following passages.


a.  1 Tim 3:2, “An overseer [pastor-teacher] must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach.”

b.  Heb 13:2, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.”
3.  When someone comes to us seeking help, we are not to complain about it.  Complaining is a form of arrogance and therefore a sin.


a.  Complaining means that we are unhappy about something that has happened in our life, which affects us adversely.  We don’t like what has happened or what someone has done to us.  The first thing we do is resent what has happened, what is going on, what someone has done, or what someone wants.


b.  Our resentment is quickly turned into anger, which may be something as mild as be annoyed with someone else, or a violent verbal outburst of complaining.


c.  Complaining is motivated by resentment, anger, irritation, and arrogance.


d.  We think that this or that should not be happening, and it should not be happening to us.  Therefore, we think something should be done about it.  We believe that God, other people, the world, the system, the authority is not or will not do anything about the situation to correct it.


e.  Therefore, we determine that we must take matters into our own hands to solve the problem.  So we have concluded that we and only we can provide the best possible solution to whatever it is that is irritating us.  This is arrogance.  God solves problems much better than we do.  But in arrogance we presume we can solve the problems better.


f.  The problem solving device the sin nature uses to handle problems is to complain about them.  We cannot really solve the problem and our sin nature knows it, so it does the only thing it can do, it opens our mouth and forces all of the arrogant vile it can to pass between our lips.  We gossip, malign, judge, and ridicule as a part of complaining.


g.  Complaining always begins as a mental attitude sin of resentment, disgust, or arrogance and moves into the verbal sin of judging, maligning, and criticizing.


h.  The Jews of the Exodus generation died in the desert because of their emotional sins and arrogance, which were manifest by their complaining against Moses.  Their complaining was the verbal side of their rejection of God’s authority.


i.  When we reject authority of any kind, we complain.  Not only do we get the divine discipline for rejection of authority, but we also get divine discipline for the verbal sins of maligning that authority.

4.  We cannot be gracious and complain at the same time.  We cannot be hospitable and complain at the same time.  We cannot be kind to others and complain about them at the same time.

5.  When those in need come to us, we must treat them as we would the Lord Jesus Christ, if He showed up at your front door asking for food, shelter, or clothing—treat them with hospitality without complaining about your inconvenience or the fact that someone is taking advantage of you, even if they are.

6.  Grace doesn’t mind being taken advantage of.  Grace doesn’t mind being used by others.  Grace doesn’t care if it the victim of someone else’s greed, lies, and deception.  Grace is always hospitable without complaint.

7.  Therefore, we always have a choice between being gracious and hospitable without complaint or being arrogant and full of verbal sins when others come to us for help.
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