
1 Pet 4:8

1 Pet 4:8

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 is the preposition PRO with the genitive of precedence, rank, and advantage from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “above all, or especially.”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, meaning “unconditional love.”  With this we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction from the second person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOS, meaning “toward each other.”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective EKTENĒS, which means “eager, earnest; constant.”  Here it means “constant.”
 is the nominative subject from the second person masculine plural present active participle from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”

The present tense is a durative present for that which has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are expected to continue producing this action.


The participle is used as an imperatival use of the participle as a command.

“Above all things, keep on having constant unconditional love toward each other,”
is the explanatory use of the conjunctive particle HOTI, meaning “because.”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun AGAPĒ, meaning “unconditional love.”
is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb KALUPTW, which means “to cover, cover up; hide, conceal; remove from sight.”  The meanings “hide, conceal, or remove from sight” do not apply theologically here because no sin is hidden or concealed from God.  Therefore the meaning “cover” applies best, but not in the sense of covering up sins so that they are not seen, but in the sense of unconditional love being the best problem solving device for covering all the situations involving sins related to dealing with other people.


The present tense is a retroactive progressive present for something, which has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that unconditional love produces this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun PLĒTHOS, which means “quantity, number; multitude; abundance.”  Here the best sense of the word may be the translation “majority.”
 is the descriptive genitive from the feminine plural noun HAMARTIA, meaning “of sins.”  This is a reference to personal sins.

“because unconditional love covers the majority of sins.”
1 Pet 4:8 corrected translation
“Above all things, keep on having constant unconditional love toward each other, because unconditional love covers the majority of sins.”
Explanation:
1.  We might call this the Peter Principle of Unconditional Love.


a.  More than any other spiritual problem-solving device in our arsenal of spiritual defensive weapons, unconditional love for other people is the problem solving device which covers the majority of situations, the majority of sins that others commit against us.


b.  Peter is not all suggesting here that by using unconditional love this has credit with God, so that our sins are excused by God.  Our love for others does not excuse our sins or theirs.  There is no excuse for sin.


c.  Our Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins—that is the only solution to personal sins.  We are responsible to name our personal sins to God, as per 1 Jn 1:9.


d.  God expects and demands that we use unconditional love as our major problem solving device for dealing with the problems of other people in our life.  We are ordered to do so.


e.  Very significant here is the kind of unconditional love we are expected to have—constant unconditional love.  We don’t have it whenever we feel like it, or when it is convenient for us, but constantly.


f.  Unconditional love means there is no excuse—NONE—for us getting angry with another person, getting upset by them, worrying because of them, feeling bad because of them or letting others get to us in any way.


g.  Any mental attitude sin is an immediate indication to us that we have violated this command.

2.  This verse demands that we understand thoroughly the concept of unconditional love.

a.  God expects us to treat others with kindness, thoughtfulness, considerateness, honesty, virtue, integrity, fairness, and respect.  All these things are manifestations of unconditional love for others.

b.  We do not put conditions on our virtuous love for others.  We don’t love them, if they do such and such.  We love them because God first loved them so much that He sent His Son to be the only sacrifice for their sins.  Our Lord paid the penalty for their sins.  Therefore, He expects us to have the same unconditional love toward them that He has for them.  We are to follow in our Lord’s footsteps in our unconditional love for others.

c.  We love others unconditionally because God first loved us unconditionally, 1 Jn 4:19.  We didn’t earn or deserve God’s unconditional virtuous love as totally depraved unbelievers.  Likewise, we should not expect other people to earn or deserve our unconditional love toward them.


d.  Unconditional love toward is one of the two great commands from God, the first be3ling to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, and strength.  Unconditional love is not an option.  It is a command, an order, a mandate, and a very direct demand on our volition.


e.  Unconditional love is the major spiritual problem-solving device in relationships with others.


f.  Unconditional love is a major source of the production of divine good by the believer.


g.  Unconditional love is absolutely necessary for spiritual growth and advance to spiritual maturity.  Baby believers have very little unconditional love; mature believers are full of unconditional love.


h.  The greatest demonstration of unconditional love in history was what our Lord did for us on the Cross.


i.  Paul summed up the importance of unconditional love in 1 Cor 13:13, “But actually these three [spiritual gifts] continue: faith, confidence, unconditional love.  But unconditional love [is] the greatest of these.”

2
3

