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is the postpositive adversative particle DE, meaning “But.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive neuter plural from the adjective PAS used as a noun and translated “of all things.”
 is the nominative neuter singular from the article and noun TELOS, which means “end, termination, conclusion; outcome, result, goal, aim, fulfillment, completion.”  Most frequently it refers to the termination or limit of an act or state and in the NT is used of the end of a period of time, which is how it is used here.  “But the end of all things...”
 is the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb EGGIZW, which when used transitively means “to bring near” but when used intransitively means “to approach, come near.”

The perfect tense indicates that the progress of God’s plan for human history has come to a culmination point with the first Advent and the end of the entire progress of the plan is about to occur.  In God’s mind, which is eternal, therefore timeless, the Church Age and Tribulation are just a moment in time and therefore about to be completed in comparison to God’s eternal plan for the creation of mankind.


The active voice indicates that the course of human history produces the action of almost being over.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“But the end of all things is near.”

1.  Heb 9:26 says, “Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”  The Church Age is the consummation of the ages.


2.  Jam 5:8 says, “You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.”  This is a reference to the Rapture of the Church, which terminates the Church Age.


3.  1 Jn 2:18 says, “Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour.”  The last hour is a reference to the short period of human history between the first and second Advents of Christ, which is very short, since the return of Christ is immanent and the Tribulation is only seven years long.

is a new sentence and we begin with the postpositive inferential particle OUN, meaning “Therefore.”  This conclusion is drawn from the fact that the end of God’s plan for the Christian during the Church Age is near.  With this we have the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb SWPHRONEW, which means “to be of sound mind, to be in one’s right mind; to think sensibly, to be sensible or serious; to be temperate, discreet, self-controlled.”  Here it means to be self-controlled.


The aorist tense emphasizes the fact that we are expected to execute this command as a complete, whole action, regardless of how long it takes us to do it.  In other words, your entire Christian life must be one of self-control.


The active voice indicates that you produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb NĒPHW, which means literally “to be sober” that is not intoxicated, but is used metaphorically to mean “to be calm, circumspect.”

The aorist tense emphasizes the entire aspect of our Christian life as one of being calm.


The active voice indicates that you produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

is the preposition EIS plus either the accusative of relation, in which case it would be translated “be self-controlled and calm in relation to prayers” or it could be the accusative of purpose from the feminine plural noun PROSEUCHĒ, in which case it would be translated “for the purpose of prayers.”  Both ideas are correct theologically and mean practically the same thing.


On the one hand we are to remain self-controlled and calm so we can think rationally and therefore be able to pray rationally, with control, and with a clear understanding of what to pray for.


On the other hand we are to remain self-controlled and calm for the purpose of being able to prayer as the need arises when we are under momentum testing, pressure, adversity, suffering for blessing.


These are just two sides of the same coin.

“Therefore, be self-controlled and calm for the purpose of prayers.”
1 Pet 4:7 corrected translation
“But the end of all things is near.  Therefore, be self-controlled and calm for the purpose of prayers.”
Explanation:
1.   The phrase “the end of all things” is a reference to the resurrection of the Church, the seven year Tribulation, and the Second Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ.

a.  The Rapture is immanent; it could happen at any moment.


b.  The Tribulation is not quite seven years.


c.  The Second Advent will only take a few weeks to complete all the events contained in the return of our Lord, the end of the Armageddon campaign, the judgment of all unbelievers on the earth, and the restoration of Israel.


d.  This phrase includes the end of Satan’s rule on planet earth, which is a significant event in the course of human history.

2.  There are four culmination points in human history.


a.  The universal flood, which ended the antediluvian civilization of mankind and the human race started over again with eight souls.


b.  The first advent of our Lord Jesus Christ, which ended the rule of the sin nature and provided salvation for all mankind.


c.  The Second Advent, which ends the discipline to Israel.


d.  The Last Judgment, which ends the existence of sin, human good, and evil in God’s creation.

3.  Each culmination point deals with judgment.


a.  The universal flood deals with the judgment of all unbelievers on earth at the time of the flood.


b.  The First Advent deals with the judgment of sin.


c.  The Second Advent deals with the judgment of all unbelievers on earth.


d.  The last judgment deals with all unbelievers throughout human history.

4.  Because the end of God’s purpose in human history is so near and because this end involves God’s judgment on unbelievers, we are commanded to remain calm and under control of ourselves.


a.  We are union with Christ.  We have nothing to fear from God’s judgment.  Therefore, we are to remain calm in the midst of all the confusion, which takes place in the world.


b.  Unbelievers are completely confused about what is going on in human history, and they always will be confused.  The only people that really understand what is going in human history are those believers who have learned the whole realm of Bible doctrine and understand how Jesus Christ controls history.


c.  We are not to be confused.  We are not to be afraid of what might happen in the future.  We are expected to control our emotions, especially our fear and our joy.



(1)  Christians make two mistakes with regard to the future.  They are so afraid of what disaster might happen to them, they cannot control their emotions.  Or, they are so happy because of what they know about the future they cannot control their emotions.  Both are just as bad.



(2)  Our happiness must be under control just as our fear must remain under control.  Christians with happiness out of control become charismatic.  Christians with fear out of control become irrational.  Both stop thinking Bible doctrine and have no spiritual common sense.


d.  We are to remain calm, no matter what is going on around us.  A significant part of our happiness is our contentment and self-control.  We don’t go wild at parties and make an ass of ourselves, just as we don’t sit in a corner by ourselves thinking heavenly thoughts.  Both are stupid.

5.  In order to pray, we have to be able to think straight.  We cannot think straight if our emotions are controlling our soul, whether the emotion of too much fear or the emotion of too much happiness.


a.  Prayer demands thought—accurate thoughts toward God and His plan for our life.


b.  God wants us to be able to think under pressure.  Believers who cannot think Bible doctrine under the pressure of national or natural disasters usually die in the crisis.


c.  God wants us to be able to pray under pressure.  He doesn’t want us to pray for deliverance from the pressure, but for the ability to apply doctrine through the pressure.  This is our deliverance.  It is a system of thinking using the spiritual problem solving devices of the plan of God; for example, claiming and promise of God and resting on that promise (the faith-rest drill).

d.  We must be self-controlled and calm in order to pray.  We cannot be self-controlled and calm if emotions are controlling our soul.  We cannot pray, if emotions are controlling our soul, because we cannot think.


e.  Prayer demands thought; thought demands self-control—control of our stream of conscious thoughts.


f.  This is especially true once we understand the doctrine of the resurrection of the Church and the immanency of that resurrection.
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