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is the continuative use of the conjunctive KAI, meaning “Furthermore” plus the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if, and it’s true” or “since.”
is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective DIKAIOS used as a noun, meaning “the righteous.”  This is a reference to all believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  With this we have the adverb of degree MOLIS, which means “with difficulty, hardly, or scarcely.”
 is the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb SWIZW, which means “to be saved.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition which perpetually exists—the most difficult thing God ever did was to provide salvation for all mankind.


The passive voice indicates that believers receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“Furthermore, since the righteous are saved with difficulty,”
is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective ASEBĒS used as a noun, meaning “the godless, impious.”  This is a synonym for the unbeliever.  This word is also found in the following passages, which help us define to whom this is referring:

Rom 4:5, “But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness,”
Rom 5:6, “For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.”
1 Tim 1:9, “realizing the fact that law is not made for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers.”
2 Pet 2:5-6, “and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter;”
2 Pet 3:7, “But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.”
Jude 4, “For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”
Jude 15, “to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”
is the use of KAI as a hyphen, plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective HAMARTWLOS, used as a noun, meaning “sinner.”  We have a case of the Granville-Sharp rule here where the single article HO governs both these adjectives connected by KAI, so that we are looking at one category or thing from two different aspects.  “The godless-sinner” is one person—the unbeliever.  This is not a description of two different kinds of people.

is the interrogative adverb POU, meaning “where.”
is the third person singular future middle indicative from the verb PHAINW, which in the active voice means “to bring to light, to cause to appear;” and in the passive voice means, “to come to light, to appear, to be manifest, be seen, be or become visible, or be revealed.”

The future tense is deliberative future, which is used in real or rhetorical questions to consult the judgment of another person.


The middle voice is an intensive middle, which lays stress on the volition of the unbeliever as the agent producing the action of being manifest as the godless-sinner.


The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact as a part of the rhetorical question.

“where will the godless-sinner be manifest?”
1 Pet 4:18 corrected translation
“Furthermore, since the righteous are saved with difficulty, where will the godless-sinner be manifest?”
Explanation:
1.  The most difficult thing God ever did was to save those who would believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  They are called here “the righteous.”  Why?  Because at the moment of personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, all those who believe in Christ receive the imputation of divine righteousness from God the Father.  During the Church Age, we also receive the imputation of the righteousness of our Lord Jesus Christ, giving us a double portion of divine righteousness.


a.  The reason this was so difficult included God finding the solutions to the following questions:



(1)  How could God become equal with man to provide salvation?



(2)  How could God make man understand his condition of spiritual death and need for salvation?



(3)  How could God make the gospel understandable to spiritually dead mankind?



(4)  How could God take the faith of a spiritually dead creature and make it effective for salvation?



(5)  How could God keep that person saved once they believed in the salvation He provided?


b.  Notice that the salvation of man is not impossible for God, just difficult.



(1)  The creation of the universe is called the finger work of God.  It is very easy; it can be done by God by simple moving His fingers—if He had fingers—which are an anthropomorphism.



(2)  But the salvation of man is said to be difficult.  It took far greater power for our Lord Jesus Christ to go to the Cross and remain there bearing our sins than it did for Him to create the universe.



(3)  And the same exact power which our Lord used to stay on the Cross has been made available to us in the filling of God the Holy Spirit and the power of Bible doctrine in our soul.

2.  Verses 17 and 18 are parallel passages.  They are saying the same thing in two different ways.


a.  Verse 17, “For it is time to begin judgment with the family of God.  And since with us first, what [will be] the destiny of those who disbelieve the gospel of God?”

b.  Verse 18, “Furthermore, since the righteous are saved with difficulty, where will the godless-sinner be manifest?”

c.  The first half of each verse deals with the believer, the last half deals with the unbeliever.


d.  “What will be the destiny of those who disbelieve the gospel of God” is parallel to “where will the godless-sinner be manifest?”

e.  “Those who disbelieve the gospel” are synonymous with “the godless-sinner.”

f.  “The destiny” of those who disbelieve is synonymous with the final manifestation of “the godless and sinner.”
3.  So ‘where will the godless-sinner’ be manifest, be revealed?  At the Last Judgment.
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