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is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true” plus the second person plural present passive indicative from the verb ONEIDIZW, which means “to reproach, revile, or heap insults upon.”  The word means “to berate, castigate, criticize, reprove, scold, upbraid; to use abusive language in speaking to or about someone; to defame, vilify.”

The present tense could be a descriptive present for what is now going on; or a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur; or an aorist present for a present fact without reference to progress.


The passive voice indicates that believers receive the action of being criticized, reproved, and vilified because of their relationship with Jesus Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause from the masculine singular noun ONOMA, which means “name; title, category; person; reputation; or office” plus the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular proper name CHRISTOS, meaning “because of the person of Christ.”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective MAKARIOS, which means “blessed, fortunate, or happy.”  This word serves as the apodosis of the conditional sentence.  Ellipsis demands the insertion of present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning, “[you are] happy.”
“If you are criticized because of the person of Christ, [you are] happy,”
is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”  It now gives us the reason for your happiness.

 is the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA with the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA, meaning “the Spirit of glory.”  Then we have the epexegetical use of the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “that is.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, to further clarify who this “Spirit” is.  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “the Spirit of God.”  The entire subject is “the Spirit of glory; that is, the Spirit of God.”
 is the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “upon you.”
 is the third person singular present middle indicative from the verb ANAPAUW, which means “to rest, to take one’s rest.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which habitually occurs or may be reasonably expected to occur.  When you are criticized for your relationship with Christ, you can rest assured that God the Holy Spirit while take the time to rest upon you.


The middle voice is an intensive or dynamic middle, which emphasizes the action taken by God the Holy Spirit in resting upon you.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“because the Spirit of glory, that is, the Spirit of God rests upon you.”
1 Pet 4:14 corrected translation
“If you are criticized because of the person of Christ, you are happy, because the Spirit of glory, that is, the Spirit of God rests upon you.”
Explanation:
1.  This verse is not teaching that we are happy because people criticize us—that is absurd, abnormal, and weird.  No one likes to be criticized, not even those who are in union with Christ.  This has been the interpretation of this verse for years in fundamentalist circles and has led to all kinds of strange behavior, like going out and being obnoxious as a Christian so someone can yell at you for being an idiot so you can claim you are happy because you are being criticized because of the person of Christ, and then get all emotional, saying that God the Holy Spirit is giving you some sort of special blessing because of this.  THAT IS NONSENSE, STUPID, and a total misapplication of what this verse teaches.  OK, then, what is the verse saying?

2.  This verse is teaching the following:


a.  The first class conditional clause indicates that we will be criticized because of our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.



(1)  This is Satan’s kingdom.  He rules the world.  Satan cannot stand the fact that we exist in his kingdom.  Therefore, he will do all he can to make our time here as miserable as he can.



(2)  Satan uses our own negative volition to doctrine to make us miserable.  He also uses the antagonism of others to attempt to make us miserable.  Notice, I said attempt—we don’t have to let others make us miserable.  Notice I said “let”—we let others make us miserable.  We do it to ourselves; they don’t make us miserable.  Don’t blame your misery and unhappiness on others.  If we are occupied with Christ and share the happiness of God, then there is nothing another person can do to make us unhappy, sad, and miserable.  We make ourselves miserable, unhappy, sad, hurt, etc.


b.  Satan will motivate unbelievers to criticize us because “we are depending on religion to deal with our own emotions of guilt which we cannot handle in any other way.”  This is one of the favorite arguments of unbelievers for why they are above depending on God.  Their solution is to ignore the fact they have done anything wrong and therefore ignore their own guilt.  Thus they don’t need God because whatever they do is right, necessary, or whatever justification they wish to use.


c.  Satan will motivate other believers to criticize us because “we are living the Christian life” as they interpret the Christian life.


d.  Regardless of the source, we definitely will be criticized for our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ at some point or another.  The issue is how we will deal with it.

3.  Peter gives us the solution to the problem—“you are happy.”

a.  Happiness belongs to God.


b.  God shares His happiness with those who learn, believe, and execute His plan.


c.  God gives His very own perfect happiness to any believer who learns about God and His plan, believes what he learns, and then acts upon it in his thinking and actions.


d.  We deal with the criticism from others by sharing the happiness of God.  We use the happiness of God as our problem solving device.


e.  This requires a personal love for God and unconditional love for mankind, the two spiritual problem-solving devices which form the foundation for sharing the happiness of God.


f.  We deal with the verbal abuse of others by the use of unconditional love.  Peter assumes that his readers already know this and have learned this point.  Now he is advancing on the subject by saying that we can also go further in problem solving by also using the happiness of God in our soul as the means of solving the problem as well.


g.  Our Lord mentioned this principle in His Sermon on the Mount.



(1)  Mat 5:11, “Happy are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.”


(2)  Lk 6:22, “Happy are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and scorn your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man.”


(3)  Jn 15:21, “But all these things they will do to you because of My person, because they do not know the One who sent Me.”

h.  This was fulfilled historically among the apostles in Acts 5:41, “So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.”

i.  This principle was also true for Moses, Heb 11:26, “considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.”

j.  And we will get the final principle on this concept from Peter in 1 Pet 4:16, “but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but let him glorify God because of this title.”
4.  Finally, Peter explains the source of God’s happiness in our souls—the filling of God the Holy Spirit.


a.  God the Holy Spirit is mentioned in two titles here: the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God.



(1)  The Spirit of glory is a title for God the Holy Spirit because one of His missions during the Church Age is to glorify God the Father and God the Son.



(2)  The Spirit of God is a title for God the Holy Spirit to emphasize the fact that He is eternal God, co-equal, co-infinite, and co-eternal with the other two members of the Trinity.


b.  God the Holy Spirit is said to rest upon us.  This is a reference to the indwelling and filling of God the Holy Spirit.


c.  The indwelling and filling of the Holy Spirit was predicted by our Lord in Acts 1:4-8 cf. Acts 2:1-4. Verse 3, “And there appeared to them tongues as of fire being distributed, and He [God the Holy Spirit] [KATHIZW=to sit down] sat down on each one of them.”

d.  The source of our happiness is intimately related to the fact that we are indwelt with God the Holy Spirit and filled with God the Holy Spirit.  The filling of the Holy Spirit is the power, which makes sharing the happiness of God a reality.
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