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is the vocative masculine plural from the verbal adjective AGAPĒTOS, which means “The Loved Ones,” which is simplified in English to “Beloved.”
is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present passive imperative from the verb XENIZW, which means “to entertain as a guest; to surprise, astonish.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The passive voice indicates that the Church Age believer receives the action of not being surprised by something.


The imperative mood is a command.  The negative MĒ used with the present tense means to not let yourself enter into this action.

“Beloved, do not be surprised”
 is the instrumental of cause from the feminine singular article and noun PURWSIS, which means “because of the refining or trial by fire.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “among you.”
 is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of purpose from the masculine singular noun PEIRASMOS, which means “period, or process of testing, trial, test.”  The phrase is translated “for the purpose of testing.” 

 is the dative of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for your benefit.”
 is the dative feminine singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to arise, come on, take place, occur or happen.”

The present tense is futuristic present, which describes an event, which is anticipated right now in the near future.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning.  The testing produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial, which adds some additional thought or concept to explain the action surrounding the main verb.

“because of the trial by fire among you for the purpose of testing which is happening for your benefit,”
 is the comparative adverb HWS meaning “as, as though, or as if.”  With this we have the genitive subject of the genitive absolute participle from the neuter singular adjective XENOS, which means “strange, foreign, or unusual.”  This should be translated “an unusual thing.”
 is the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”
 is the genitive absolute neuter singular present active participle from the verb SUMBAINW, which means “to happen, to come about.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for that which is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the unusual thing—testing—produces the action.


The participle is used with the genitive noun to form a genitive absolute—a grammatical device for emphasis.

“as if an unusual thing was happening to you.”
1 Pet 4:12 corrected translation
“Beloved, do not be surprised because of the trial by fire among you for the purpose of testing which is happening for your benefit, as if an unusual thing was happening to you.”
Explanation:
1.  Peter is about to go back into the subject of suffering for blessing again, and he introduces his subject by reminding us that we are loved by God.


a.  In time of suffering, disaster, heartache, and injustice, it is paramount that we remember that God loves us.


b.  We are never forgotten by God.  God has never stopped loving us no matter what happens to us.


c.  Our Lord Jesus Christ didn’t go to the Cross and die for our sins and then forget about us.  God never forgets about us.


d.  There never has been a time when God did not know all about us and love us perfectly and completely.  This is especially true in time of suffering.

2.  Peter introduces his subject with another command.  We should not be surprised by suffering for blessing.


a.  We should expect suffering to occur, especially if we are learning the word of God and advancing spiritually by the application of the things we are learning to our daily life.


b.  We should not be shocked by disaster.  If we are learning Bible doctrine, then we realize there are certain historical trends, which occur during the Church Age based on the positive or negative volition people have toward the gospel and believers have toward Bible doctrine.  As goes the pivot of mature believers, so goes the client nation to God.


c.  We should not be shocked or surprised by personal disaster from the rejection of others.  Friends, loved ones, co-workers, etc., all have sin natures which can get out of control and strike out at us personally.  We must never be surprised when this happens.  These things are often nothing more than a test of the Bible doctrine in our soul.  The test is whether or not we will use our doctrine or not.  The test is: “what is more real to us—what we believe about what God says, or what we believe about the disaster happening to us?”

d.  Disaster, whether national or personal, is always a test of our doctrine.

3.  Testing is always “for your benefit.”

a.  God tests us to find out what is really important to us, and to demonstrate that fact to the fallen angels.


b.  God tests us to force us to realize the importance of doctrine.


c.  God tests us to force us to use the doctrine in our souls.  This accelerates our spiritual advance, our spiritual growth, our use of the spiritual problem solving devices.


d.  God tests us to force us to be occupied with Christ, the greatest problem solving device.


e.  God tests us to force us to depend on Him so He can share some of His happiness with us.


f.  God tests us to bring glorification to Himself, which always brings greater blessing to us.

4.  Suffering for blessing, testing, and historical disasters are not uncommon.  They occur in every generation.  This is the same principle as taught by Paul in 1 Cor 10:13, “No testing has overtaken you but such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not permit you to be tested beyond your capability, but with the testing will also provide the solution [way of escape—the problem solving devices], so that you will be able to bear up under it.”

a.  God’s faithfulness in testing is found in 1 Cor 10:13; 2 Cor 4:17; Rom 8:18.



(1) God will not allow us to be tested or tempted beyond our capacity and capability to pass the test or say no to the temptation.

 

(2)  We are tested in the area of logistical grace support from God.  We are also tested regarding our love of doctrine versus social life, loved ones, our failures, other distractions, and our families.



(3)  Prior to spiritual maturity, we must all pass through the valley of momentum testing.



(4)  Even in spiritual maturity, we face evidence testing, as did Abraham when he was commanded to offer his only son, Isaac, as a sacrifice. 



(5)  So we are tested in all stages of spiritual growth, but never beyond our capacity.



(6)  As a part of God’s faithfulness, He always provides the doctrine or the opportunity to get the doctrine necessary to pass each test before it comes.  Therefore, applying Bible doctrine is our way of escape from each test, and that doctrine is provided by the faithfulness of God.



(7)  God will never give us something for which we do not have the capacity, be it blessing or testing.


b.  This testing did not sneak up on Paul as if he could not pass it.



(1)  Testing overtakes us as we advance spiritually, as we attain the spiritual problem solving devices.  God first gives us the means of passing the test before He gives us the test.


(2)  Providential preventative suffering never occurs until we have cognitive self-confidence and personal love for God the Father and unconditional love for all mankind ready to use in our soul.



(3)  The purpose of providential preventative suffering is to eliminate arrogance and emotion as having anything to do with divine solutions.  Arrogance and emotion are problem solving incompetence.


c.  “Testing” or the systems of suffering for blessing equate adversity with prosperity; i.e., we are just as happy when under these categories of suffering as we are in the greatest of prosperity.


d.  We are provided a way of escape through the application of doctrine, so we can endure the testing.  This system of suffering for blessing through the use of the spiritual problem solving devices is without precedent from the Old Testament and is based on the fact that we have our invisible spiritual assets that were never available to Old Testament believers; for example, the filling of the Spirit, the indwelling of the Trinity, etc.

e.  God never gives the believer more suffering than he can bear.  When our suffering is more than we can bear, the origin is our own volition, never the sovereignty of God.  The believer, through bad decisions from a position of weakness, piles on himself more suffering than he can bear.  No one else can do this to us except ourselves.


f.  God never gives us more suffering than we can handle.  So what God does not remove He intends for us to bear, to endure, to handle, and to solve with doctrine.  This means that only the believer who resists, rejects, or reacts to doctrine puts himself through the law of volitional responsibility to the point where he cannot bear the suffering.


g.  Since there is no suffering for the believer in the eternal state (Rev 21:4), God can only bless the believer through suffering now in time.


h.  There is no suffering too great for the plan of God to resolve.  Therefore, all problems of suffering are resolved in the mechanics of the plan of God with its spiritual problem solving devices from Bible doctrine in the soul.


i.  Understanding the divine provision of our invisible assets plus the mechanics of how to live the spiritual life using the power options and spiritual skills are far greater than any suffering, pressure, or disaster in life.
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