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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 is the postpositive conjunctive particle OUN, which introduces a conclusion.  It is translated “Therefore.”
 is the genitive absolute, in which the noun CHRISTOS in the masculine singular genitive acts as the subject of the following genitive masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb PASCHW, which means “to suffer.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers all of our Lord’s sufferings into a single whole and looks at them as one entire entity without reference to time.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action of suffering during His first advent.


The participle is used to form the genitive absolute, which is a grammatical device for getting the readers attention.  This is also a causal participle, which gives the grounds for why we should also be prepared for suffering. It is translated “since Christ suffered.”  Notice that the title of our Lord as the Messiah is mentioned rather than just His humanity “Jesus” to emphasize His spiritual sufferings of bearing our sins.

 is the locative of place from the feminine singular noun SARXZ, meaning “in the flesh.”  The suffering in the flesh is emphasized because this is where Christ bore our sins and was judged for them.

“Therefore, since Christ suffered in the flesh”
 is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”
 is the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”
is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “the same,” when preceded by the article as we have here.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ENNOIA, which means “thought, knowledge, or insight.”  The word means “thought” here just as it does in Heb 4:12, where it is mistranslated “intents.”
is the second person plural aorist middle imperative from the verb HOPLIZW, which means “to equip or arm someone with something.”

The aorist tense is a dramatic aorist, which looks at the action as if it was something that must be done immediately without reference to progress.


The middle voice is an intensive middle, which stresses the believer as the one who must perform this action in his own interest.


The imperative mood is a command.

“arm yourselves also with the same thought,”
is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle of the verb PASCHW, which means “to suffer.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and is translated “He who.”

The aorist tense is constative aorist, which looks at the suffering of our Lord in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the locative of place from the feminine singular noun SARXZ, meaning “in the flesh.”
 is the third person singular perfect middle indicative from the verb PAUW, which means “to cease, to stop, to be done with.”

The perfect tense is consummative perfect which regards our Lord’s work on the Cross of suffering for our sins as a completed action.


The middle voice is a dynamic middle, which emphasizes our Lord as the one producing the action of the suffering as a substitute for us


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, which means “with reference to the matter of sin.”
“because He who suffered in the flesh is done with reference to the matter of sin”
1 Pet 4:1 corrected translation
“Therefore, since Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same thought, because He who suffered in the flesh is done with reference to the matter of sin”
Explanation:
1.  Having concluded his digression, Peter returns to his theme that it is better to suffer for what is right than to suffer for what is wrong by giving us a command.


a.  We are to arm ourselves with thought.



(1)  Arming ourselves means picking up a weapon and having it ready when we need it.  Bible doctrine circulating in our soul is our weapon.  2 Cor 10:4, “For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.”


(2)  It takes volition to arm ourselves.  We have to go to the gun case, get the gun, load it, if it is not already loaded (which it should be—an unloaded weapon is useless), and then carry it on our person in some fashion, whether in a holster or in our hands.



(3)  Arming ourselves implies that we have already been trained in how to use the weapon.  Since our weapons are not of the flesh, they are immaterial.  Our weapons are what we think.  The battleground is in the soul.



(4)  We arm ourselves every time we take in Bible doctrine and believe it.  Our negative volition, our boredom, our lack of interest disarms us.


b.  Why are we to arm ourselves?  Because our Lord Jesus Christ suffered during His Incarnation; that is, in the flesh.


c.  And how did our Lord suffer the most?  Not in His flesh, but in His soul?


d.  And when did He suffer in His soul?  When having to bear our sins in His own body on the Cross.

2.  While hanging on the Cross, our Lord suffered more than any other person will ever suffer in the history of the world.  However, His suffering was not the greatest physical suffering ever endured, it was the greatest mental suffering ever endured.


a.  This verse relates the suffering of our Lord directly to sin.


b.  Every sin ever committed by any member of the human race was imputed or given by God the Father to God the Son on the Cross.  Then the Father judged these sins.


c.  Our Lord suffered the judgment of separation from God the Father and the mental agony of perfect righteousness being made sin as a substitute for us.


d.  All of our arrogance, all of our hatred, all of our guilt, all of our anger, all of our bitterness, all of our jealousy, every thing we can think of was personally given to Him and He became completely and intimately associated with sin and was judged for us.


e.  However, even while bearing our sins, being associated with them, and bearing the judgment for them, He remained sinless.

3.  When that judgment was over, our Lord’s association with sin was forever over as well.  This is why Peter says, “He who suffered in the flesh is done with reference to the matter of sin.”
4.  All suffering comes to an end for the believer.  At death, there is no more suffering.  There is no suffering in heaven in the presence of God.

5.  Just as our Lord, who was perfect righteousness, had to be associated with sin, so every believer after salvation is still associated with his own personal sins and the sins of other.  So Peter tells us to arm ourselves with the same thought as Christ had when He suffered in the flesh because of His association with sin.  Therefore, the big question we must answer is: what thought did Christ arm Himself with to handle the problem of association with sin?  The answer is ‘sharing the happiness of God’.

6.  Heb 12:2, “Be concentrating on Jesus, the [ARCHEGOS] Hero-Leader/Prince-Leader and Completer of our doctrine, who because of His exhibited happiness He endured the cross, disregarding the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  Then note Heb 12:3, which is a perfect parallel to the thought in our passage, “For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”  And then Heb 12:4, “You have not yet formed a battle-line to the point of death in your face-to-face combat against sin.”

a.  Therefore, arm yourselves with the same thought as our Lord Jesus Christ which He had in His face-to-face combat against sin.”

b.  And that thought was all the Bible doctrine in His soul, which produced the perfect happiness from God the Father.


c.  The more Bible doctrine we know, believe, and apply, the greater the happiness in our soul.


d.  We determine the amount of happiness in our soul by the doctrine we know, believe, and apply.


e.  Don’t blame God, if you are not happy.  Blame yourself.


f.  Don’t blame others who mistreat you, if you are not happy; blame yourself.
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