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is the subjective negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the nominative of explanation from the masculine plural present active participle from the verb APODIDWMI, which means “to pay back, to repay; to give back, return; to render.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected of you by God.


The active voice indicates that you obey this command.


The participle is used as a famous Koine imperative, functioning as a command.


The use of the negative ME with the present tense indicates that we are to stop doing something that is already going on.

is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective KAKOS used as a substantive, meaning “evil,” which can refer to any kind of sin, harm, wrong, plan, emotion, characteristic or action.  Then we have the preposition ANTI plus the genitive of substitution from the neuter singular adjective KAKOS again.  The preposition is translated “in place of, instead of, for.”  Here it is translated “evil for evil.”
is the disjunctive particle Ē, meaning “or” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun LOIDORIA, meaning “verbal abuse, reproach, reviling, vilification, slander, maligning.”  With this we have the preposition ANTI again plus the genitive of substitution from the feminine singular noun LOIDORIA, meaning “for verbal abuse.”
“Stop paying back evil for evil or verbal abuse for verbal abuse,”
is the postpositive conjunctive particle DE used in its mild adversative sense, meaning “but.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and improper preposition joined to form an adversative conjunction TOUANTIOS, meaning “on the other hand.”  This is a pure Attic Greek word from the time of Plato, and is also used by Paul in Gal 2:7 and 2 Cor 2:7.

is the nominative of explanation from the masculine plural present active participle from the verb EULOGEW, which means “to speak well of, praise, extol, or bless.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that you are expected to produce the action of blessing others, especially those who slander, malign, curse, and verbally abuse you.


The participle is used as an imperative mood.

“but on the other hand bless,”
is the casual use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”
 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of reason/cause from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning literally “for this.”  But this is a Greek idiomatic expression meaning “for this reason.”
 is the second person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb KALEW, meaning “to be called, to summon.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist which looks at God’s purpose in inviting us to believe in Christ from entirety but regarding it from the standpoint of its existing results, we have been called for the purpose of blessing others.


The passive voice indicates that we receive the action of being invited by God the Father to believe in Christ so that we might be a blessing to others.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“because for this purpose you have been called,”
is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a final purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EULOGIA, which means “praise, blessing.”
 is the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb KLĒRONOMEW, which means “to inherit; acquire, or obtain.”
“in order that you might obtain the blessing.”
1 Pet 3:9 corrected translation
“Stop paying back evil for evil or verbal abuse for verbal abuse, but on the other hand bless, because for this purpose you have been called, in order that you might obtain the blessing.”
Explanation:
1.  The concept to “stop paying back evil for evil” is both directly and indirectly in other passages in the New Testament.


a.  It is taught directly in Rom 12:17 as a part of the royal family honor code, “Never pay back evil for evil to anyone” and in 1 Thes 5:15, “See that no one repays another with evil for evil...”

b.  It is taught indirectly in 1 Cor 4:12, which says, “when we are reviled, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure;”

c.  The concept here is the Christian virtue of honor toward others who do not deserve it.  We are to be imitators of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He expects us to act like Him, and has given us the power of the filling of God the Holy Spirit to do so.


d.  When we are unjustly or unfairly treated by others in evil, we are not to seek revenge; we are not to retaliate.


e.  The motivation for this is our personal love for God the Father and our occupation with the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The result is the function of our unconditional love for those who commit evil against us.  We treat them with respect, honor, and virtue from the integrity of our own souls based on the Bible doctrine circulating in our souls.


f.  All judgment and vengeance belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the One who fights for us.  We do not have to fight our own battles.  All we must do is appeal our case to the Supreme Court of Heaven, which stands ready at all times to pass judgment on our behalf, provided we do not seek revenge ourselves.


g.  This is especially true of verbal abuse from others.



(1)  Verbal abuse is so easy to give.  We do it without thinking and without regard to its impact.



(2)  Words hurt others.  Words hurt us.  We are commanded by the word of God not to use our words to slander, malign, criticize, judge or in any way hurt another person.



(3)  Our sin nature seeks control of our soul constantly, and will do so instantly when we are verbally abused by someone else.  Our only protection against retaliation to verbal abuse is our own emotional control of our soul through thinking, thinking Bible doctrine.



(4)  If we have no doctrinal content in our soul, then we have no ammunition to fight against the sin nature taking control and motivating our instant retaliation in verbal abuse of others.



(5)  When someone maligns or criticizes us, it should be an instant warning sign in our soul, to not speak, but start thinking, and the first thing we should think is “stop paying back evil for evil.”


(6)  Our perfect example is given in the person of Christ in 1 Pet 2:23, “Who, though He kept on being abused verbally did not return verbal abuse, though suffering He kept on not threatening, but He kept on committing His cause to the One who judges righteously,”


(7)  This was also the standard our Lord taught during His ministry and will also be the standard expected during His millennial reign on earth, Lk 6:28, “Bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.”

h.  Evil people seek to bring us down to their level, so that they can get us to react to them and then say, “See, you are no different than I am.”  God expects us to stay above this ploy through remembering and applying Bible doctrine.  This is a major part of our spiritual life and an area in which we will be tested throughout our entire spiritual life.

2.  Having given the negative command to stop doing something we are already accustomed to doing—paying back evil for evil—Peter now gives us the positive command—to give a blessing instead.


a.  Rom 12:14 says, “Bless those who persecute you; bless and curse not.”

b.  1 Thes 5:15 says, “See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is intrinsic good for one another and for all men.”

c.  The question is how do we give a blessing to others?  Only God has the ability to bless anyone.  We are not God and are not qualified to bless anyone.


d.  The answer is found in the last half of 1 Thes 5:15, “...seek after that which is intrinsic good for one another and for all men.” and in the last half of Lk 6:28, “pray for those who abuse you.”


(1)  Intrinsic good is divine good.  Divine good is anything we do under the influence of God the Holy Spirit.  When God the Holy Spirit influences our soul, we function under honor, integrity, and the virtue of Bible doctrine motivating our thoughts, words and actions.  This is intrinsic good.  Treating others with honor, respect, dignity, and virtue from our own integrity based on Bible doctrine is how we bless others.



(2)  In addition, we have the option of praying for others that God will cause them to see our honor, our virtue, and our integrity toward them.  Put the matter in the Lord’s hands and let Him deal with the problem so we can rest and relax and not worry about what others think, say, or do.  This is a function of the faith-rest drill, one of our spiritual problem solving devices in our spiritual life.

3.  Then Peter makes an astounding statement—blessing others is the purpose for which we have been invited to believe in Christ.


a.  To be ‘called’ by God is to be invited to believe in Christ.  We have done that.  One of the purposes for believing in Christ is so God can use us to be a blessing to others.


b.  This blessing takes the form of not paying back evil for evil or verbal abuse for verbal abuse.


c.  The mere fact that we do not retaliate against others who commit evil against us is a blessing to them, and God wants us to do this as a testimony to our relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  When others abuse us and we do not retaliate, this is not normal behavior in Satan’s cosmic system.  It causes people to stop and wonder what is going on, why are we not reacting like they expected us to react.  It makes evil people stop and think about what they are doing, what we are not doing, and what God might do to them if they are not careful.


e.  In this way, the reality of God and our relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ becomes an issue rather than us becoming the issue by our retaliation.


f.  This is another form of witnessing for Christ.

4.  And finally, to top everything off, our not retaliating, but blessing instead causes great blessing from God to come directly to us.  This blessing comes in two forms:


a.  We receive blessing in time as a part of the blessings held by Jesus Christ, which He is waiting to pour out on us now during our earthly life.


b.  We receive blessings in eternity as a part of our eternal rewards and blessings in heaven, which go on forever.


c.  If we do not pay back evil for evil and verbal abuse for verbal abuse, we are the clear winner in life.  God does everything for us: He protects us from the evil, judges the one who commits evil against us, causes us to perform divine good, and rewards us for doing nothing except applying the doctrine in our soul.  We can’t get a better deal than this.  Try it; you’ll like it.
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