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 is the comparative adverb HOMOIWS, which means “In the same manner, likewise.”
 is the vocative feminine plural from the noun GUNĒ, which means “Wives.”  The article is not included in all the best manuscripts and was included by some scribes because it is found in Ephesians and they thought it should also be included here.  Leaving this article out does not change the meaning in context.

 is the nominative second person feminine plural present passive participle from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means in the passive voice “to be subject to, to submit to, to obey, or to be under the authority of.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.  This could also be a tendential present for that which is purposed, but not yet actually taking place.  This may also be a durative present for that which has begun in the past and continues in the present.  All of these apply depending upon where you stand in relation to the plan of God and your obedience to His will.


The passive voice indicates that all Christian wives receive the action of being under the authority of their husbands.


The participle is used as an imperative mood, a style common to later Koine Greek and this writer.

is the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural article used as a possessive pronoun plus the adjective IDIOUS and noun ANĒR, meaning “to your own husbands.”
“In the same manner, wives, continue under the authority of your own husbands,”
is the conjunction HINA, meaning “that, or in order that” and is used to introduce a purpose clause.

is the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even” plus the first class conditional particle EI, translated “if, and it’s true” and the nominative subject from the masculine plural indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “certain ones, some.”
 is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb APEITHEW, which means “to be disobedient.”

The present tense is descriptive for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that certain Christian husbands produce the action of being disobedient to the word of God.



The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

is the dative of indirect object from the article and noun LOGOS, which means “to the word” and is a reference to the word of God, Bible doctrine they have learned.

“in order that even if certain ones keep on being disobedient to the word,”
 is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of source from the feminine singular article and noun ANASTROPHĒ, which means “through the behavior, conduct, manner of life.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the feminine plural article used as a possessive pronoun and noun GUNĒ, meaning “of their wives.”
is the very rare preposition ANEU, meaning “without.”  It is also used by our Lord in Mt 10:29 and is found again in 1 Pet 4:9.  With this we have the genitive of manner from the masculine singular noun LOGOS, meaning, “a word.”  This is a reference to human speech.

 is the third person plural future passive indicative from the verb KERDAINW, which means “to gain; to make a profit; to win;” in the passive voice “to be won.”

The future tense is prospective or looking toward what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the wife receives the action of winning her husband to the viewpoint of Bible doctrine through no action of her own.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“through the behavior of their wives without a word they will be won,”
1 Pet 3:1 corrected translation
“In the same manner, wives, continue under the authority of your own husbands, in order that even if certain ones keep on being disobedient to the word, through the behavior of their wives without a word they will be won,”
Explanation:
1.  The corrected translation of 1 Pet 3:1-9 is as follows, “In a similar manner, you wives, remain under the authority of your own husbands that if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won over without a word through the behavior of their wives, when they see your blameless manner of life associated with your respect.  Your beauty should not come from external appearance only—your hair styling, your jewelry, or your clothing; but the hidden person of the right lobe associated with the imperishable quality of a humble and quiet spirit, which has great value in the sight of God.  In this way in former times the holy women, who also had confidence in God, kept adorning themselves by obeying their husbands.  Like Sarah who obeyed Abraham, and called him lord, you have become her daughters, if you do what is intrinsic good and if you do not fear any fear.  Likewise you husbands, live with your wives on the basis of knowledge, giving honor to the woman as to a weaker vessel also as a joint heir of the grace of life, since she is a woman, so that your prayers may not be hindered.  To sum up, everything should be harmonious, sympathetic, impersonal love, compassionate, and humble in spirit; not giving back evil for evil, or insult for insult, but on the contrary blessing instead; because for this purpose you were called that you might inherit [escrow] blessing.”

a.  There are three parts to this passage.



(1)  The Christian institution of marriage as part of the rebuttal phase of God’s prosecution of Satan’s in his appeal trial, verses 1-4.




(a)  The impact of the second divine law for the Christian institution of marriage, verses 1-2.




(b)  The importance of the woman’s inner beauty, verse 3.




(c)  How that inner beauty is defined, verse 4.



(2)  The divine institution of marriage as an illustration that inner beauty is not a part of the mystery doctrine except what God has provided for it in the Church Age, verses 5-6.




(a)  The inner beauty principle of the Old Testament, verse 5.




(b)  The inner beauty illustration, verse 6.



(3)  The continuation of the Christian institution of marriage, verses 7-9.




(a)  The first divine law of Christian marriage, verse 7.




(b)  The corporate testimony of the Christian institution of marriage, verses 8-9.


b.  In the illustration of verse one, we have a husband who is an unbeliever or a Christian husband who has rejected Bible doctrine.



(1)  The response of silence rather than the nagging of reaction is the issue here.



(2)  No wife is ever going to have inner beauty and true spiritual greatness unless she recognizes the authority of her husband.  Every person is a loser who does not recognize authority.  A woman will never make it in the spiritual life on her overt beauty.



(3)  Nagging never advances a wife’s cause, only the fulfillment of the spiritual life of the Church Age does, which has impact both in the home and her social periphery.



(4)  Nagging is reaction.  A reacting woman cannot solve her problems.  When a woman is reacting, she is functioning under arrogance (self-justification and self-gratification), is at her absolute worst, and is trying to punish her husband.



(5)  Reaction is a form of punishment to the person who is reacting.  This only hurts herself.  Nagging is often the sign of loss of values or of no values.



(6)  The Christian wife must make an issue of her love-respect for her husband rather than emphasizing her husband’s flaws, sins, and failures.  The issue must be what God has done for the wife, not the flaws, sins, or failures of her husband.



(7)  The issue is respect, love, and obedience that wins over the man.  The wife who nags her husband has misplaced her spiritual values.  She does not even have a spiritual life.


c.  Therefore, the wife must possess inner beauty, which results from her spiritual life under the influence of the Holy Spirit and momentum from doctrine circulating in the soul.



(1)  There is no greater form of love of a woman for a man than a woman respecting a man.



(2)  When a woman is not responding to her husband, she is reacting.  When a woman reacts to the man she loves, a vacuum is created in her soul which drains the inner beauty right out of her soul.



(3)  She neglects and rejects the problem solving devices and becomes vulnerable to flattery and response to the wrong person.



(4)  When the woman starts to react, she loses her values in life.  Instead of reacting she must use personal love for God the Father as the solution to the situation.  This calms down the reaction, removes it, and replaces it with tranquility, so that her inner beauty will again shine forth.



(5)  Then she uses unconditional love to respect her husband again.  This is a blessing to her husband and to everyone who comes into contact with her.


d.  The spiritual woman does not neglect good taste in outer appearance, but she has inner beauty to reinforce that good taste.  Wives should not neglect their overt appearance; however, the emphasis is always on inner beauty.  Good grooming plus inner beauty of the soul is irresistible to the husband.  Your values must first emphasize inner beauty, but never neglect your good grooming.


e.  A humble and quiet spirit is of the greatest value in God’s values.  The humility described here is a soothing, calm, patient composure in the presence of irritation from others.  Without a quite spirit, you are going to be an arrogant, noisy, obnoxious person.  The woman’s inner beauty includes the following:



(1)  Self-consciousness, because spiritual self-confidence and occupation with Christ exist rather than whining and whimpering self-pity.



(2)  Doctrine in the soul becomes obedience to her husband from the function of unconditional love as the integrity protection of her personal love response to him.



(3)  Volition makes decisions regarding her husband on the basis of the divine rules for marriage rather than human viewpoint.



(4)  The quite spirit is freedom from arrogance; it is humility from use of the spiritual problem solving devices.  The quiet spirit is the stability of the soul from integrity, which lives in harmony with others and avoids the arrogant function of reaction, so that the channel of response to her husband is never closed by the arrogance skills.



(5)  The virtue of inner beauty keeps the woman from holding back her soul while giving her body to her husband.  Holding back her soul is a form of hypocrisy.  Virtue is always free from hypocrisy.  The wife who truly loves her husband and has attained the virtue love of respect for her husband never holds back her soul while giving her body to him.  The husband who possesses his wife’s body without her soul has nothing.  It is the coalescence of souls which accompanies the coalescence of bodies in the sexual relationship that results in the great blessing of sex in Christian marriage.


f.  Living with a wife requires patience and knowledge—the knowledge of Bible doctrine.  The woman is not a weaker person.  She is in a weaker position of authority, being under the authority of the man.  She is very vulnerable to reaction, which makes her weak.  The husband must live with his wife on the basis of his knowledge of her.  We must understand those who are under his authority.  Leadership assigns honor to the one who is under authority.  Being in charge is often very frustrating, especially when the principles related to authority are not understood and your authority is rejected.


g.  ‘Joint heirs of the grace of life’ means that both the husband and wife have their very own spiritual life and invisible spiritual assets with equal privilege and opportunity to execute the plan of God.

2.  No unbelieving husband will ever be won to Christianity through nagging.  Instead, the man will bow his neck, dig in his heals, and fight believing in Christ just to spite his wife.  Ladies, you must win your husband to faith in Christ by your obedience and respect for his God given authority, and by your virtuous manner of life.  This is the witness of the life, not of the lips.
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