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 is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also,” which introduces another quote from Isa 8:14 and Rom 9:33.  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun LITHOS, meaning, “The stone.”
 is the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular noun PROSKOMMA, which means “of stumbling, offense.”  This is a quote from the LXX and it means “a stone that causes men to stumble.”
is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun PETRA, meaning “the rock.”
is the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular noun SKANDALON, which means “that which gives offense or causes revulsion, that which arouses opposition, an object of anger or disapproval.”  To those who cannot come to a decision to believe in Christ, Jesus is a SKANDALON.  This phrase is translated “the rock which gives offense.”
“also, ‘The stone that causes men to stumble and the rock which gives offense.’”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who.”  The relative pronoun was developed from the demonstrative pronoun “those” in the Greek and “sometimes retains its demonstrative force.  This usage continues into the Koine, and is found in the New Testament,” Dana and Mantey, p. 125.  This is called a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative.  With this we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb PROSKOPTW, which means, “to strike.”  In its figurative use it means, “to take offense at, feel repugnance for, to reject.”  It is translated “those who take offense at.”

The present tense is descriptive for what is now going on at the time of writing and has continued to go on throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that unbelievers produce the action of the taking offense at Christ, feeling repugnance for Christ, rejecting Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

is the demonstrative use of the article and is translated “this” with the dative indirect object from the noun LOGOS, meaning “the divine revelation through Christ and his messengers, i.e., the Christian message, the gospel.”  Here we have a very technical use of the word LOGOS for the message of the Christian gospel that salvation is through faith alone in Christ alone.  This statement is totally rejected by the unbeliever and a source of revulsion and stumbling.

 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural present active participle of the verb APEITHEW, which means “to disobey, to be disobedient.”

The present tense is descriptive present for what is now going on.  It is also a retroactive progressive present for what has begun in the past and continues into the present.



The active voice indicates that unbelievers produce the action of being disobedient to the will of God by not believing in Christ.


The participle is circumstantial.  The entire phrase is translated “those who take offense at this message are disobedient.”
“Those who take offense at this message [are] disobedient;”
 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of reason from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “because of which” or “for which reason.”  With this we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”
 is the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb TITHĒMI, which means “to put, to place; to make.”  The second use is the meaning here, but it used in the sense of “to make someone something, to destine someone for something, to appoint someone for something.”  Hence the translation “for this they were also appointed.”
 “for this they were also appointed.”
1 Pet 2:8 corrected translation
“also, ‘The stone that causes men to stumble and the rock which gives offense.’  Those who take offense at this message [are] disobedient; for this they were also appointed.”
Explanation:
1.  The entire passage reads, “For it stands in the Scripture, ‘Behold, I will lay in Zion the precious, excellent cornerstone and he who believes in Him will never be disappointed.’
Therefore, honor belongs to you who believe, but to unbelievers, ‘The Stone which the builders rejected, this One became the head of the corner,’ also, ‘The stone that causes men to stumble and the rock which gives offense.’  Those who take offense at this message [are] disobedient; for this they were also appointed.”
2.  Peter quotes a very famous passage from Isa 8:11-15 as the background for his statement.


a.  In this passage Isaiah quotes the Lord Jesus Christ who gives Isaiah insight into what is going on in the northern kingdom prior to the invasion of the Assyrians in 721 B.C.


b.  The believers in the northern kingdom thought there was a great secret conspiracy against their nation.  The Lord tells Isaiah that it is not a conspiracy at all.  It is divine discipline for their own rejection of Bible doctrine, which is causing all the problems in their client nation.


c.  The key passage is verse 14, which teaches that to those who believe in Christ, He is a sanctuary, i.e., a place of safety in historical crisis.  But to the unbelievers of both the northern and the southern kingdoms of Israel He is a stone, on which they strike their foot, or a rock which causes stumbling, and referring to the future generation of unbelievers in Jerusalem during His first advent, He is a snare and a trap.  Satan uses the unbeliever’s rejection of Christ to snare and trap them in their continued spiritual death.


d.  Verse 15 gives us the prophecy that many people will not believe in Christ and will fall into reversionism and their lives will be broken.  They will be snared by Satan and caught in his trap of lies and deceit.

3.  “Those who are disobedient are stumbling at this message.”

a.  Peter relates Isaiah’s prophecy directly to the time in which he lived.


b.  ‘Those who are disobedient’ refers to any person who refuses to believe in Christ for eternal salvation.


c.  There are numerous statements in Scripture regarding belief in Christ.  The command to believe in Christ is stated directly or implied in the following passages:



(1)  Jn 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His uniquely-born Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”


(2)  Jn 3:18, “He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the uniquely-born Son of God.”


(3)  Jn 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.”


(4)  Jn 6:29, “Jesus answered and said to them, `This is the work of God [Holy Spirit], that you believe in Him [God the Son] whom He [the Father] has sent.’”


(5)  Jn 8:24, “I said therefore to you, that you shall die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am, you shall die in your sins.”


(6)  Jn 11:26, “And everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die.  Do you believe this?”


(7)  Jn 14:1, “Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.”


(8)  Jn 20:31, “But these have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His person.”


(9)  Acts 16:31, “And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your household.”


(10)  1 Jn 3:23, And this is His commandment, that we believe in the person of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.”

d.  There are many statements in Scripture about those who would not believe in Christ.



(1)  Psa 78:22, “Because they did not believe in God, and did not trust in His salvation.”


(2)  Jn 4:48, “Jesus therefore said to him, `Unless you see signs and wonders, you will not believe.’”


(3)  Jn 6:36, “But I said to you, that you have seen Me, and yet do not believe.”


(4)  Jn 6:64, “`But there are some of you who do not believe.’  For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would betray Him.”


(5)  Jn 8:45, “But because I speak the truth, you do not believe Me.”


(6)  Jn 10:25, “Jesus answered them, `I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My Father’s name, these bear witness of Me.’”


(7)  Jn 12:37-50.



(8)  Jn 16:8-9.



(9)  Acts 28:24, “And some were being persuaded by the things spoken, but others would not believe.”


(10)  2 Thes 2:12, “in order that all those who do not believe the truth but take pleasure in unrighteousness might be judged.”


(11)  1 Jn 5:10, “The one who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in himself; the one who does not believe God [the Holy Spirit] has made Him [the Spirit] a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God [Holy Spirit] has borne

concerning His [God the Father’s] Son.”
4.  Why are some men appointed to not believe in Christ?


a.  The fact that some men will not believe in Christ is known to God from before the foundation of the world, before the creation of mankind.


b.  God knows ahead of time everything we ever think, say, or do.  Nothing is hidden from God.


c.  But God’s foreknowledge of our belief in Christ or failure to believe in Christ does not make us believe in Christ or not believe in Christ.


d.  We have freewill, a volition, which is perfectly free to do whatever, we want to do.  God simply knows beforehand what our decision will be.  But God never coerces the freewill of an unbeliever to believe in Christ.


e.  Some men are appointed to not believe in Christ because God knows ahead of time that they will not believe, and so God appoints them as unbelievers.  This is a part of the divine decrees of God.


f.  The decree of God is His eternal (always existed), holy (perfect integrity), wise (the application of omniscience to creation), and sovereign purpose, comprehending simultaneously all things that ever were or will be in their causes, conditions (status), successions (interaction with others that leads to certain decisions), relations, and determining their certain futurition.


g.  The decrees of God are the sum total of God’s plan designed in eternity past relating to all events of every classification collected into one single all-comprehensive whole through the omniscience of God.  The decrees of God are His plan.


h.  The omniscience of God is the key to understanding the decrees.  God has three categories of divine knowledge.




(1)  Self-knowledge.  Each person of the Godhead has infinite and eternal knowledge about Himself and the other two members of the Trinity.




(2)  Omniscience.  God knows all the knowable simultaneously about creatures, both the actual and the possible, but only the actual is programmed into the decrees.




(3)  Foreknowledge.   It merely acknowledges what is in the decrees but does not make anything certain; mankind still has freewill that is uncoerced.


i.  If the decrees make all things certain, then some say there is no occasion for man to use means, being unable to avoid the results decreed.  In other words, why use any means if you are going to end up under predestination in the same situation?  This ignores the fact that God has decreed the means as well as the ends, and that all God expresses in election is His desire that we all be rich from blessing.  Man’s destiny is the outworking of his own thinking, motivation, and decisions, which God knew.  God knows all, yet that does not interfere with our volition and actions.  God’s knowledge of the facts does not interfere with their outworking in time.


j.  The decree of God removes no man from what, within the sphere of his own experience, is the outworking of his own choice, acting from his own judgment, based on his own desires, thoughts and circumstances.  Whatever freewill choice anyone makes is the execution of the decrees.  No decree opposes human freedom.  God’s knowledge in eternity past in no way affects or interferes with our thoughts, motives, decisions, or actions.  Knowing our failures, God went ahead with the plan anyway; that’s grace.


k.  Distinction has to be made between the decrees of God and the desires of God.  The decrees include a lot of things, which are not God’s desires, because the decrees include all things we think, say or do.  Many things in the decrees are not the desires of God.



(1)  Sin, human good, and evil are not the desires of God but are in the decrees because they are performed by our freewill.



(2)  God desires His perfect will and sovereignty, but both angelic and human creatures use their God-given freewill and self-determination to violate the desires of God.  So the decrees contain both the will of God and desires of God.  The decrees are the all-inclusive will of God.



(3)  God does not desire to cast His creatures into the lake of fire forever, but it is so decreed under the decree of retribution for all who express negative volition at God-consciousness and at Gospel hearing.



(4)  God does not desire the discipline of believers, but it is decreed for all carnality and degeneracy.

5.  The complete expansion of Peter’s concept was taught by Paul in Rom 9:22-33:

9:22  Moreover, if as is the case, the God willing to demonstrate His indignation and to reveal His omnipotence has endured with great patience vessels of wrath [unbelievers] having been equipped for destruction [Last Judgment].

9:23  And in order that He might reveal [make known] the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy, which [vessels] He previously prepared for glory,

9:24  even us whom He has elected, not only from among Jews but also from among Gentiles.

9:25  As He has also communicated in Hosea, “I will call those who are not My people [Gentiles], ‘My people’ [Gentiles become client nation].  And those who have not been loved [Jewish nations in times of Gentiles] as those who have been loved [Jews restored at Second Advent].

9:26  “And it shall be in the place [Israel] where it was said to them [Hosea 1:10], ‘You are not My people’, In that same place they shall be called sons of the living God.”
9:27  In fact, Isaiah speaking in an emergency with reference to Israel, “If the number of the sons of Israel be as the sands of the sea, the remnant shall be delivered.

9:28  For the Lord will execute His word on the earth completing what He also decreed.”
9:29  And so just as Isaiah has prophesied, “Except the Lord of the armies [Jesus Christ] had left us a seed [a spiritual seed—pivot of mature believers], we would have become like Sodom, and we would have been made like unto Gomorrah.”
9:30  Therefore, to what conclusion are we forced?  That the Gentiles who did not strive for righteousness, have attained righteousness; that is the righteousness [which is] from the source of faith,

9:31  But Israel who ran after the Law with human self-righteousness has not accomplished the purpose of the Law.

9:32  Why?  Because they did not pursue by means of faith, but as by means of works.  They have tripped over that rock of the stumbling [they have rejected Jesus Christ].

9:33  Just as it stands written, “Behold I lay in Zion a Stone of stumbling, even a Rock which arouses opposition, nevertheless, he who believes on Him will not be disappointed.”
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