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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
this is the conditional particle EI, meaning “if.”  Here we have a first class condition—a supposition based on a fact.

this is the second person plural aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GEUOMAI, which means “to taste, partake of, enjoy; figuratively—to come to know; experience.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at all the Lord Jesus Christ has done for us in its entirety and regards it from its results.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—all of us who have believed in Christ have experienced His kindness.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“if you have experienced…[and you have]”
this is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, which explains the content of what is described by the action of the preceding verb.  It is translated “that.”
this is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun CHRĒSTOS, meaning “useful, suitable, worthy, good;” when used of persons it means “kind, loving, benevolent.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and the noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord.”  This is a perfect example of ellipsis.  The present active indicative of EIMI is left out because the meaning is clear without it.  The phrase is translated “The Lord is kind, benevolent.”
“that the Lord [is] kind”
1 Pet 2:3 corrected translation
“if you have experienced that the Lord [is] kind [and you have].”
Explanation:
1. The entire sentence reads, “Therefore rid yourselves of all depravity and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slanders, as newborn babies desire rational, pure milk, in order that by it you might grow with reference to salvation, if you have experienced that the Lord is kind.”
2.  This is a first class conditional clause in the Greek, which states a supposition from the viewpoint of reality.  In other words, this is a fact: you have experienced that the Lord is kind.  This is why the words “and you have” are added in brackets at the end of the sentence.  The Greeks understood that this was a fact and that Paul was saying that they had experienced the kindness of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We have to add the words to indicate what they understood without having to state it directly.

a.  The word CHRESTOS is used seven times in the New Testament:



(1)  It is used symbolically as an adjective in Mt 11:30, “For My yoke is easy, and My load is light.”


(2)  It is used as an adjective in Lk 5:39, “And no one, after drinking old wine wishes for new; for he says, ‘The old is good.’”


(3)  Lk 6:35, “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.”


(4)  Rom 2:4, “Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness [CHRESTOTETOS] and forbearance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?”


(5)  1 Cor 15:33, “Do not be deceived: ‘Bad company corrupts good morals.’”


(6)  Eph 4:32, “But become kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.”

b.  Note that the kindness of God is always associated with overlooking the sinfulness of others.



(1)  In Lk 6:35, “for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men” we have a direct reference to God overlooking or forgiving the sinner.  This verse can apply both to the believer or unbeliever.



(2)  In Rom 2:4, we see the kindness of God leading to a change of mind by the unbeliever to believe in Christ or the believer’s change of mind about his degeneracy.



(3)  And in Eph 4:32, we have kindness directly associated with forgiveness of others. 

3.  Therefore we, as believers, have experienced the kindness of the Lord several times in our lives.


a.  First, and most importantly, we have experienced the kindness of the Lord prior to salvation, when He overlooked our sins and withheld judgment of us, waiting patiently for us to believe in Him as our savior.


b.  Second, we have experienced the kindness of the Lord after salvation every time we have used the recovery procedure of naming our sins to God, and not received instant divine discipline for our actions.


c.  Third, we have experienced the kindness of our Lord, when in reversionism and degeneracy, by giving us time to see the error of our ways and change our mind about Bible doctrine and turn back to Him without suffering divine discipline in dying.

4.  The kindness of God is part of the grace of God, which stems from the divine attribute of love.


a.  There are ten attributes or characteristics of God:



(1)  The sovereignty of God is God’s volition, God’s will, God’s plan, purpose, and design for our lives.



(2)  The righteousness of God is His perfection in all that He thinks, says and does.  God is always right, holy, and perfect.



(3)  The justice of God is God’s fairness at all times in all things regarding all creatures.



(4)  The love of God is God’s attitude of patience, grace, forbearance, kindness toward all of His creatures.



(5)  The eternal life of God is His never beginning and never ending status of who and what He is.



(6)  The omniscience of God is God’s perfect, infinite, eternal knowledge of everything.



(7)  The omnipotence of God is perfect, eternal, infinite power to do all that He decides to do in compatibility with the rest of His divine essence.



(8)  The omnipresence of God is His perfect, eternal, and infinite presence both within time and space and beyond time and space.



(9)  The immutability of God is eternal, infinite unchangeable status of perfection.



(10)  The veracity of God is His absolute, perfect truthfulness at all times about all things.


b.  The kindness of God is a part of the eternal, perfect love of God.



(1)  There never has been a time when God has not been kind to us, even when under the maximum discipline from God.



(2)  God’s kindness is always perfect.



(3)  God’s kindness is infinite, extending to every creature that has ever existed, especially Satan.  God’s kindness to Satan can be easily seen in the fact that God permitted Satan the time in eternity past to convince one third of the angels to reject God and follow him while still offering some form of forgiveness to him, which Satan and the fallen angels flatly rejected.



(4)  God’s kindness is always just and fair.  This is why we can never and must never question why God is being kind to others we don’t happen to like.



(5)  The demonstration of God’s kindness is a part of God’s plan, will, and purpose for the creation of angels and human beings.  we were created so that God could be kind to us.



(6)  God’s kindness is demonstrated in His provision of logistical grace to us on a daily basis.



(7)  God’s kindness is demonstrated to us in His complete and total forgiveness of us on a continuing basis, regardless of how many times we commit the same sin.

5.  Application.


a.  To whom much is given much is expected.


b.  We are commanded in Eph 5:1, “Therefore, become imitators of your God, as beloved children.”

c.  If we have experienced the kindness of the Lord, how much more should others experience kindness from us.


d.  If our Lord has already done the most for us in kindness, and He has, it follows with stronger reason that He expects no less from us toward others.


e.  Our kindness toward others is part of our unconditional love for others.


f.  our kindness toward others is directly related to our virtue, integrity, and honor as a Christian.


g.  We are obligated to manifest the character of Christ.  We cannot do this unless we have the same attitude and thinking as Christ.


h.  Christ’s attitude toward us was: I’ll wait patiently for them to believe in Me and accept what I say.  Our attitude toward others must be the same: I’ll wait patiently for them to believe in Christ and accept what He says.


i.  Our kindness toward others is key to our grace orientation.  Without grace orientation, we have no personal sense of destiny.  Without a personal sense of destiny we have no personal love for God.  Without personal love for God, we have no unconditional love toward others.


j.  Peter summed it up perfectly when he wrote 1 Pet 1:15-16, “but because of the Holy One who called you, you yourselves also become purified ones in all conduct because it stands written, ‘Be holy ones, because I am holy.’”
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