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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
There is no main verb in this sentence, which indicates we are probably dealing with ellipsis here.  The main verb in context is found at the beginning of verse 13 HUPOTASSW, which began this section and means “to [obey].”  The aorist imperative from HUPOTASSW needs to be inserted here.

 is the comparative particle HWS, meaning “as.”
is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective ELEUTHEROS used as a noun, meaning “free men.”
“[Obey] as free men,”
is the epexegetical use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” plus the subjective negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” and the comparative particle HWS again, meaning “as.”
 is the double accusative of object-complement from the neuter singular noun EPIKALUMMA, which means “a cover, veil.”  This is the only use of the word in the New Testament.  This is the accusative complement.
 is the explanatory nominative second person masculine plural present active participle from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have, to hold, or to hold fast.”

The present tense is customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur throughout your spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that we as believers are expected to produce this action.


The participle is an instrumental participle and is translated “by holding.”
 is the objective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun KAKIA, which means “wickedness, depravity, or evil.”  The objective genitive is translated here “for evil” or “for depravity.”
is the double accusative of direct object from the feminine singular article used as a personal pronoun, meaning “your” plus the noun ELEUTHERIA, which means “freedom, liberty.”
“that is, not holding onto your [spiritual] freedom as a cover for depravity [evil],”
is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the comparative particle HWS, meaning “as” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “God’s” plus the predicate nominative masculine plural from the noun DOULOS, meaning “slaves, servants.”
“but as God’s slaves.”
1 Pet 2:16 corrected translation
“[Obey] as free men [spiritually]; that is, not holding onto your [spiritual] freedom as a cover for depravity [evil], but as God’s slaves.”
Explanation:
1.  This is one of the rarest uses of Greek in all Christian literature.  The thought is quite clear but the Greek is very difficult.


a.  This is a complete sentence in itself; yet there is no main verb.  The main verb must be supplied from the context.


b.  We also have a present participle completely out of order, with the participle suddenly breaking into the sentence between one noun and another noun modifying it,  .  This is done syntactically to keep the idea that spiritual freedom is not an excuse for evil clearly connected in the reader’s mind.

2.  Peter is dealing with the same subject begun in verse 13—the obedience of the believer to all legitimately established authority.  But here he refines the concept he is teaching to make sure that believers are not abusing the freedom given to them.


a.  All believers are slaves to the sin nature prior to salvation.


b.  At the moment of salvation the Holy Spirit frees us from slavery to the desires and lusts of our sin nature by taking us out from under Satan’s control and putting us under His, God the Holy Spirit’s control.


c.  This is called the filling of the Holy Spirit.


d.  Under the filling of the Holy Spirit, every believer now has a perfectly free will to decide for or against God.  The issue becomes the volition of the believer’s soul as the major function of the angelic conflict.


e.  God wants us to do the right thing, the honorable thing, the just thing, the thing based on integrity and virtue.  Satan and the sin nature wants us to do whatever we want to do, especially if it feels good to us and we like it.  This is the divine standard versus the creature standard.  God says, “It is better for you if you do what I want you to do.”  Satan says, “It is better for you to do what you want to do.”

f.  So Peter comes up with a fantastic thought paronomasia here: “Obey as free men.”  A thought paronomasia is two contrary ideas placed together into one concept, like “the chill of the fire,” or “the heat of the snow,” or “the beauty of her ugliness.”  Here we have the idea of the total obedience of the slave who has no freewill mixed with the total freedom of the freeman who answers to no one.

3.  We are commanded by God to obey Him as if we were a slave and had no freedom whatsoever.  Yet, we are to do so as a totally free man, who can do whatever he wants to do whenever he wants to do it.


a.  We are slaves to Christ.



(1)  1 Cor 7:21, “For he who was called in the Lord while a slave, is the Lord’s freedman; likewise he who was called while free, is Christ’s slave.”


(2)  Eph 6:6, “not by way of eye-service, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.”

b.  We have been set free from slavery to the sin nature, Rom 6:6, “knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin.”  Rom 6:17-20, “But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed.  ...For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.”
4.  God commands us to hold on to our spiritual freedom.  How do we do it?


a.  Our spiritual freedom is our spiritual life under the filling and influence of the Holy Spirit.


b.  When we sin we lose our spiritual freedom and revert to slavery to the sin nature.


c.  The recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9 is how we get our spiritual freedom back.


d.  We hold on to our spiritual freedom by the use of the doctrine circulating in our stream of consciousness to use the problem solving devices to fight off the temptations of the sin nature, and so remain filled with the Spirit.

5.  Spiritual Freedom.


a.  Just as establishment freedom is the heritage of physical birth, so spiritual freedom is the heritage of the new birth or regeneration.  2 Cor 3:17-18, “Now the Lord is the Spirit [God the Holy Spirit is deity], and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  But we all, with an unveiled face looking into a mirror to produce a reflection of the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into that same image from glory to glory, as it were from the Spirit of the Lord.”


(1)  Spiritual freedom is the environment for all believers to execute the spiritual life of the Church Age.



(2)  The believer must never use his spiritual freedom to endanger divine blessings which accompany such freedom.  Any believer who does not execute the spiritual life is hurting this nation.



(3)  The believer must use his spiritual freedom to advance spiritually and attain the objectives of the spiritual life: spiritual maturity and glorification of God.


(4)  Our unveiled face is the positive believer operating in the consistent function of the filling of the Spirit and doctrine being applied to life.  The mirror is the word of God.  We look into the word of God to produce the reflection of the humanity of Christ in hypostatic union.



(5)  Gal 4:19 summarizes this concept, “until Christ is formed in you.”

b.  Spiritual freedom is for believers only.  Unbelievers are slaves to the desires of their sin nature.  Spiritual freedom is the basis for the execution of the plan of God for the Church.


c.  The function of spiritual freedom is based on learning and applying the spiritual skills: how to be filled of the Spirit, how to apply the word of God, and how to solve problems in life.


d.  Human freedom cannot exist or be effective without human responsibility.  This is also true of spiritual freedom; we have responsibility.


(1)  First, we cannot have spiritual freedom without making the decision to believe in Christ.


(2)  Thereafter, we must make thousands of daily decisions to live inside the spiritual life, under the enabling power of the Holy Spirit and momentum from the doctrine we apply.  Spiritual freedom only exists inside the spiritual life.


e.  We get a taste of spiritual freedom at salvation.  The moment we believe in Christ, the Holy Spirit enters us into our spiritual life, the only place of spiritual freedom.  When we sin, we’re out, grieving the Holy Spirit or quenching the Holy Spirit.  Then we no longer have spiritual freedom because we are in Satan’s dungeon—one of his cosmic systems of thinking (arrogance or antagonism).

f.  Spiritual freedom is the basis for equal opportunity for every believer to execute the plan of God.  We have equality to succeed or fail under the freedom God has provided.


g.  Spiritual freedom is destroyed by the function of the arrogance skills—self-justification, self-gratification, self-deception, and self-absorption.


h.  The believer can live and function without temporal freedom, but he cannot execute the plan of God without spiritual freedom.

6.  Spiritual Freedom versus Temporal Freedom.


a.  Only spiritual freedom can fulfill the plan of God.  Human freedom depends upon the work of man, but spiritual freedom is a part of the riches of God’s grace.


b.  Human freedom depends upon human works; spiritual freedom depends on the filling of the Spirit.


c.  Many wonderful works have been performed to protect our human freedom under the principle of freedom through military victory.  Many police officers have dedicated their lives to our human freedom.  Though these are good and honorable human works, they are still human works.  Our human freedom doesn’t depend on us, but on a lot of other people, such as the police officer, the judge on the bench, good government administrators, good lawmakers, good supreme court judges, our neighbors, and all citizens.


d.  The Constitution of the United States is one of the greatest documents in all  human history.  It guarantees our “religious freedom.”  But even religious freedom is not spiritual freedom.  Religious freedom is the freedom to worship as we please, to accept and believe in Christ or to reject Him.  This means we are free to be involved in any religious sect or organization.


e.  Spiritual freedom cannot be guaranteed by the Constitution.  Spiritual freedom can only be guaranteed by our positive volition toward Bible doctrine, and by our residence, function, and momentum under the power and influence of the Holy Spirit.


f.  Therefore, spiritual freedom is the monopoly of the believer in Christ.  It exists only in our spiritual life.  We walked into spiritual freedom when we believed in Christ.
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