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 is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun PSUCHĒ plus the possessive genitive of the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your souls.”
 is the nominative masculine plural perfect active participle from the verb HAGNIZW, which means “to purify.”

The perfect tense is intensive perfect, which stresses an existing fact or condition.


The active voice indicates that we produce this action.


The participle is causal, denoting the basis for the action in the main verb.  It is translated “Since you have purified your souls.”

Compare Jam 4:8, “...purify your hearts, you doubled-minded.”
1 Jn 3:3, “And every one who has this absolute confidence [about the eternal future] in him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun HUPAKOĒ, which means “in obedience.”
 is the objective genitive from the feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “truthfulness, dependability, uprightness; to the truth, especially of the content of Christianity as the absolute truth.”
“Since you have purified your souls in obedience to the truth”
1.  There are two ways that we purify our soul in obedience to Bible doctrine.


a.  First, we must use 1 Jn 1:9 to remove the controlling influence of the sin nature from our thinking, so that God the Holy Spirit can circulate Bible doctrine in our soul.


b.  Second, we must learn and remember Bible doctrine, so that God the Holy Spirit has something with which to work within our soul.

2.  Our soul is full of garbage as an unbeliever, and that garbage has to be taken out to the dumpster every so often.  Just as we don’t thoroughly clean a house in a day, so it takes a lot of time to get all the dirt and dust from every corner and crevice of our soul.

3.  Our soul is positionally purified at the moment of faith in Christ by the imputation of the perfect righteousness of God.  However, experiential purification takes perseverance in acknowledging our sins and positive volition to doctrine to replace our old values of human viewpoint with the new values of the spiritual life of the Church Age.

is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the feminine singular noun PHILADELPHIA, which means “love of the brethren” and the adjective ANUPOKRITOS, which means “genuine, sincere, without hypocrisy.”  The phrase is translated “resulting in a genuine love of the brethren.”
“resulting in a genuine love of the brethren,”
 is the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the feminine singular noun KARDIA and the adjective KATHAROS, which means “from a pure heart.”  The heart or right lobe of the soul is the place of thinking and application of Bible doctrine.  This is where the production of the Christian life takes place.

 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLOUS, meaning “each other” or “one another.”
 is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love.”  Here a reference to the Christian virtue of impersonal unconditional love for all mankind.


The aorist tense is constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole what is expected of you in your attitude toward others.


The active voice indicates that believers with doctrine in their souls produce this action.  The believer who has not begun and continued the process of purifying his or her soul experientially cannot do it.


The imperative mood is a command.

 is the adverb of manner EKTENWS, which means “eagerly, fervently, constantly.”
“constantly love one another from a pure heart,”
1 Pet 1:22 corrected translation
“Since you have purified your souls in obedience to the truth resulting in a genuine love of the brethren, constantly love one another from a pure heart,”
Explanation:
1.  Purification of the soul occurs through faith in Christ.


a.  Each of us is born spiritually dead.  Spiritual death is the status of an unpurified soul.


b.  At the moment of faith in Christ, our soul is purified by God.  We get to start the Christian life with a purified soul.


c.  The soul must be purified in order to be saved.


d.  Nothing impure can live with God forever.  Our soul is impure because the old sin nature rules in our soul as an unbeliever.


e.  At salvation, personal sin is removed as a barrier between us and God and the sin nature is no longer in control of our thinking.


f.  Therefore the command to purify our soul is the command to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and we shall be saved.


g.  By obedience to the command to believe in Christ we purify our soul.

2.  Purification of the soul occurs through the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9.


a.  1 Jn 1:9 says, “If we acknowledge our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to [KATHARIZW, a synonym for HAGIAZW] purify us from all wrongdoing.”

b.  At the moment we sin, the old sin nature takes back influence of the soul, which it lost at salvation.  Our soul is no longer pure.


c.  To have experiential fellowship with God, we must be as pure as God is pure.


d.  Therefore, the many descriptions in Scripture to remain in our spiritual life under the influence of God the Holy Spirit.



(1)  “Walk in the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh [sin nature],” Gal 5:16.



(2)  “But if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood [spiritual death] of Jesus His Son purifies us from all sin, 1 Jn 1:7.



(3)  “Therefore be imitators of God,” Eph 5:1.



(4)  “Being manifested that you are an epistle of Christ written by the Spirit of the living God,” 2 Cor 3:3.



(5)  “For by His own glory and virtue He has given to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust,” 2 Pet 1:4.



(6)  “Be filled with the Spirit,” Eph 5:18.



(7)  1 Thes 5:18-19 says, “In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God for your benefit in Christ Jesus.  Stop quenching the Spirit.”  When we quench the Holy Spirit, we are allowing the sin nature to influence the soul.



(8)  Eph 4:30, “Furthermore, stop grieving the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”  These believers were commanded to stop grieving the Holy Spirit, which they were doing.  This was a wake up call to get back on track and start living their spiritual life.

3.  The filling of the Holy Spirit plus the right Bible doctrine circulating in our soul produces a genuine virtue-love for other believers.  This is also taught in:


a.  Rom 12:10, “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor.”

b.  1 Thes 4:9, “Now concerning the love of the brethren, you have no need for me to write you; for you yourselves are God-taught to love one another.”

c.  Heb 13:1, “Let the love of the brethren continue.”

d.  2 Pet 1:7, “and in your spiritual life, supply love of the brethren, and in your love of the brethren supply virtue-love [AGAPAW].”
4.  In the last phrase “constantly love one another from a pure heart,” Peter ties the concept of being filled with the Holy Spirit together with the production of unconditional love for all.


a.  Paul said exactly the same thing in Gal 5:22, “But the production of the filling of the Holy Spirit is virtue-love...”

b.  John said the same thing in 1 Jn 2:1-11.


c.  This last phrase is a direct command from the word of God to have unconditional virtuous love toward other people.


d.  Not only is it a command, but it is a command with direct emphasis that we are to do this constantly, not just when we feel like it.


e.  This command can only be obeyed from a pure heart, a heart filled and influenced by God the Holy Spirit.  Otherwise, we have nothing but a hypocritical love of the brethren.
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