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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
- is the casual conjunction DIOTI, which means “Because, for; therefore.”  Here it means “because” and gives the strongest possible reason for why we are to obey the previous command to “become purified ones in all conduct.”
 is the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write.”  In the passive voice it means “to be written.”

The perfect tense conveys the idea of a past-completed action with static results that go on.


The passive voice indicates the word of God receives the action of having been written down permanently.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“because it stands written,”
is the conjunction HOTI which is used as quotation marks and is not translated.  It does not occur in all the best manuscripts and may have been added by a later scribe.  The translation is the same with or without and has no bearing on the meaning of the verse.

 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective HAGIOS, meaning “holy ones, set apart ones, sanctified ones.”
is the second person plural future deponent middle indicative used as a present active imperative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The future tense is a voluntative future, which is used for an action, which is directed to take place in the immediate future.


The middle voice is deponent, meaning it is middle in form but active in meaning.  We are all expected to produce this action.


The future indicative is used for commands in the Greek.  This is a command directed at all believers.

“‘Be holy ones,”
 is the casual use of the conjunction HOTI, which is translated “because.”
is the nominative subject from the first person masculine singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I.”
 is the predicate nominative masculine singular from the adjective HAGIOS, meaning “holy.”
 is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”  This word does not occur in all the best manuscripts and may have been added by a scribe to smooth out the translation.  The meaning of the verse is exactly the same with or without this word included.

“because I [am] holy.’”
1 Pet 1:16 corrected translation
“because it stands written, ‘Be holy ones, because I [am] holy.’”
Explanation:
1.  God expects us to be as righteous as He is.  Therefore, He commands us to be as righteous as He is.  Obedience to this command occurs in two parts.


a.  At the moment of faith in Christ, God the Father gives us one half of His divine integrity, His very own righteousness, so that we are positionally as holy as He is holy.  The imputation of divine righteousness at the moment of salvation through faith in Christ replaces any system of human self-righteousness, pseudo-spirituality, or the arrogance of legalism.  The imputed righteousness of God is the foundation for building a system of virtue based on grace, which is far different from self-righteousness.  Self-righteous people are always stuck on themselves.  Virtuous people are always in a relationship with God, always relaxed about all the failure, sinfulness, and evil around them, but it does not in any way jeopardize their relationship with God.


b.  After salvation, only God the Holy Spirit controlling the life of the believer can produce the virtue-righteousness of the plan of God.  Therefore, the mandates of spirituality:  “Be filled with the Spirit,” Eph 5:18; “Walk by means of the Spirit,” Gal 5:16.  After salvation, it is the ministry of the Spirit to produce a virtue-righteousness far superior to any human righteousness.


c.  The objective after salvation is to attain our own virtue righteousness through the function of our spiritual life.  Spiritual capacity righteousness is that righteousness attained by the believer through learning and consistent function in obedience to God in the spiritual life.  This gives us capacity for blessing while living on earth as a believer.  Those in spiritual maturity are different in that they are not self-righteous, but they have virtue-righteousness. 

2.  Divine righteousness is one half of divine integrity (holiness).  The other half is divine justice.


a.  The righteousness and justice of God work in tandem.


b.  The righteousness of God is the principle of divine holiness.  The justice of God is the function of divine holiness. 

3.  Church Age believers are a holy priesthood and a royal family of God, 1 Pet 2:4-5, “And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but elect and precious in the sight of God, you also, as living stones, are being built up into a spiritual house [compare Heb 3:6] as a result of a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through the agency of Jesus Christ.”

a.  Israel was always called a holy nation.  The Church is called a holy priesthood.  Why?  Because in the Church Age, every believer is a priest. Being a holy priest means we are separated unto God forever under the royal priesthood.  Our priesthood is invisible!  We do not offer up physical sacrifices but spiritual sacrifices, which include the execution of the plan of God through learning what God expects and doing what God expects.  Using the two divine power options (the filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul), we offer our spiritual sacrifice, our life as a priest to God.  We have the option to grow in grace and become a winner in the spiritual life, which is the offering of ourselves as a spiritual sacrifice to God.

b.  Heb 3:1, “Therefore holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling.”  


c.  We are called in the sphere of holiness, 1 Thes 4:7.


d.  2 Cor 1:12, “Now this is our pride [reason for boasting], the testimony of our conscience, that we have conducted ourselves in the world and especially in relationship to God, both in holiness [filling of the Holy Spirit] and godly sincerity [motivation from Bible doctrine], not in fleshly wisdom, but in the grace of God.”

e.  Eph 4:22-24, “With reference to your former lifestyle [as an unbeliever] you yourself lay aside the old man which is being corrupted on the basis of the lusts of deceit and become renewed [refreshed] by means of the [Holy] Spirit by means of the way of your thinking, and clothe yourselves with the new man which on the basis of the will of God has been created by means of spiritual capacity righteousness and holiness toward God from doctrine.”

f.  1 Pet 2:9, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, in order that you may proclaim the virtues of Him [Jesus Christ] who has called you out of darkness [cosmic system] into His marvelous light [spiritual life].”  2 Pet 1:2-9.

4.  The Integrity or Holiness of God.


a.  God has absolute and eternal holiness, which we will classify as divine integrity or absolute virtue.  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit have perfect, eternal, infinite, and coequal virtue or holiness.  God’s virtue is not a relative factor, but absolute.


b.  God’s integrity is part of His unchangeable self.  God has never used His volition to lose His integrity.  His integrity is absolute, infinite, and eternal virtue.


c.  Since God is infinite, eternal, and invisible, it is necessary for Him to reveal Himself to mankind, and this He has done through Bible doctrine.  The response to this on the part of Isaiah was Isa 6:3,   “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of the armies; the fullness of the entire earth is His glory.”  “Holy” is repeated three times, once for each person in the Trinity.


d.  The modern word “integrity” is synonymous with holiness. 


e.  God has absolute and eternal integrity.  The Bible calls it holiness.  Holiness means absolute virtue and absolute integrity.


f.  God’s holiness or integrity is a part of His unchangeable self.

5.  Col 3:12, “As elected ones of God, holy and beloved, put on the affections of grace compassion.”  To understand our election, we must function under grace orientation.  Understanding election is orientation to the plan of God for our life.

6.  2 Tim 1:9, “He has elected us into a holy station in life, not according to our works.”  Our works have no relation to our historical impact.

7.  Eph 1:4, “Since He Himself has elected us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him.”

a.  “Holy” is a reference to both the absolute and relative concept of experiential sanctification.  Election relates to the experiential part of God’s plan for our lives.  Holiness has to do with separation unto God, the execution of the plan of God.


b.  Absolute holiness describes the mandates related to the filling of the Spirit.  When the believer is inside the spiritual life, this is an absolute; we are either filled with the Holy Spirit and functioning inside the spiritual life, which is 100% spirituality, or we are in the cosmic system, which is 0% spirituality and 100% carnality.  This absolute status applies to any stage of spiritual growth.


c.  Relative holiness refers to advancing through the stages of spiritual growth, or retrogressing through the stages of reversionism and degeneracy.

8.  Grace is the manifestation of God’s holiness, power, virtue, efficacy, mercy, compassion, indulgence, forbearance, pardon; unmerited favor based on the exclusive work of God.  Grace is a manifestation of the holiness of God, divine virtue, including the power, the mercy, the compassion, and the patience of God.

9.  The Greek Vocabulary


a.  HAGIAZW is translated “to make holy, to consecrate, to sanctify.”  It means we are appointed by the Justice of God as aristocracy forever.  It therefore refers to God’s plan for aristocracy.


b.  The adjective HAGIOS is one of the titles for the royal family of God.  Unfortunately, it is translated into the English by an obscure word, which has an erroneous connotation—“saint.”  This connotes some sort of self-righteous, strained, painful, sacrificial life.  But actually HAGIOS describes us as a believer in Christ.  Every Church Age believer is a saint, no matter who or what he is.  HAGIOS is used in front of our name to tell us that, since the moment of our salvation, throughout time on earth, and for all eternity future, we have been set apart for the greatest privileges and greatest opportunities that have ever existed for believers.  What do we have that none of the great Old Testament believers had?  We have the indwelling of the Trinity, the greatest spiritual life in history, Bible doctrine, and the spiritual problem solving devices.  Never in the history of the human race has so much been given by God to believers as has been given to Church Age believers.


c.  The noun HAGIOSMOS is translated sanctification or sanctifying.  It is also translated holiness or consecration.  It refers to investiture of aristocracy.  It refers to the state of being made an aristocrat forever.  It also refers to our Lord’s battlefield royalty with emphasis on His integrity.  It especially emphasizes our relationship to the integrity of God.


d.  A noun rarely used is HAGIOTĒS, which means sanctification.  It is often translated holiness.  This describes the principle by which all believers are related to the integrity of God and the aristocracy of God.


e.  Another noun, HAGIOSUNĒ, is used only by the apostle Paul, who apparently coined it.  HAGIOSUNĒ means holiness, set apart, or sanctification.  This word emphasizes the categorical stages of our aristocracy:  phases one, two, and three.  This word relates our aristocracy to God’s plan for the royal family of God.
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