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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 is the comparative conjunction HWS, meaning “as.”
 is the nominative subject from the neuter plural noun TEKNON, meaning “children.”
 is the attributive genitive from the feminine singular noun HUPAKOĒ, meaning “of obedience or obedient children.”
“As children of obedience,”
is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “no, not” and is always used with moods other than the indicative.  With this we have the nominative masculine second person plural present passive participle from the verb SUSCHĒMATIZW, which in the passive means “to be formed like, to be conformed to, or to be guided by.”

The present tense is a customary present for an action, which habitually occurs or may be reasonably expected to occur.


The passive voice with the negative indicates that we are not to receive this action of being conformed to or guided by our former lusts.


The participle is used as an imperative, which is peculiar to the Koine Greek.  The imperative mood with the negative MĒ means to stop doing something you are already doing.

 is the instrumental of agency from the feminine plural article and noun EPITHUMIA, which means “by the desires, longings; lusts, or passions.”  Everything between the article and the noun modifies what kind of desires, lusts, passions we are talking about.

is the comparative adjective used as an adverb of time PROTEROS, meaning “former, earlier.”  Here it means “by the former lusts.”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and the noun AGNOIA, which means “ignorance.”  With this we have the possessive genitive of the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”  The phrase is translated “in your ignorance.”
“stop being guided by the former lusts in your ignorance”
1 Pet 1:14 corrected translation
“As children of obedience, stop being guided by the former lusts in your ignorance”
Explanation:
1.  Not all believers are children of obedience.  In fact, most believers throughout the history of the Church Age have rejected the teaching of the word of God.


a.  People do what they want to do.


b.  Unbelievers are slaves to their old sin nature.


c.  Negative believers do what they want to do.  They imitate the unbeliever and are also slaves to their old sin nature.


d.  Negative believers get involved in reversionism and Christian degeneracy.  As such, we cannot tell the difference between a believer and unbeliever.

2.  Children of obedience do what God tells them to do.


a.  No one can know what God wants them to do unless they listen to the teaching of the word of God under God’s system of authority (the pastor in the local church) and then believe what is taught.



(1)  We cannot obey what we do not know.



(2)  We cannot obey what we do not believe.



(3)  We will not obey what we reject.



(4)  We will obey what we decide to obey.  The big question is: what do we want to obey—ourselves or God?  This is one of the central issues in the angelic conflict.


b.  Obedience means doing what we are told.  We don’t question God as to why He is asking us to do something; we just do it.


c.  Obedience means respect for the authority of God as found in the word of God.


d.  Obedience sometimes means we enforce humility upon ourselves.


e.  Obedience sometimes means God enforcing humility upon us.


f.  Obedience produces genuine humility.


g.  Obedience always produces genuine happiness.  Our happiness is directly related to our willingness or lack of willingness to do what God wants.

3.  Everyone has lusts of one kind or another.  We all want certain things.  Some people want fame; others want fortune.  It doesn’t matter what our particular lust is.  The point in this passage is that whatever our particular lust is, we and we alone must put a stop to it.


a.  Note that the command used by Peter here is for us to stop lusting for the things we want right now.  We are all doing it and are commanded by the word of God to stop right now.


b.  To be guided by lusts means that our goals and objectives in life are still based on the things we wanted as unbelievers.


c.  There may or may not be anything wrong with the things we want.  There is nothing wrong with wanting things.  For example, I wanted a computer when I was going through seminary so I could store all my notes and then be able to search through them to find things to help me study as a pastor.  However, the lust for a computer did not drive my every desire in life.  The greater goal was to get through seminary and really learn things I could use as a pastor—that was the real motivation.


d.  In the same way, God wants us to lust for new things in the Christian life, like honor, integrity, virtue, God’s happiness, thinking doctrine (occupation with Christ).


e.  These things are to be our motivation, not the former lusts of the old sin nature in spiritual death, such as: wealth, fame, riches, sex, cars, jewels, prestige, approbation, recognition, power, authority, etc.

4.  The phrase “in your ignorance” is significant here.


a.  All unbelievers are said to be ignorant.


b.  Since many an unbeliever has been brilliant academically, this cannot refer to human intelligence.  Therefore it must refer to another kind of intelligence, and it does—spiritual intelligence, i.e., knowledge of the word of God.


c.  Anyone who is guided by lust is ignorant; ignorant of what is truly important in life and certainly ignorant of Bible doctrine.


d.  Believers who are controlled by the lust pattern of their sin nature are ignorant of the divine standards of the word of God for the spiritual life of the Church Age—specifically of this and other similar commands in Scripture.



(1)  Jam 4:2, “You lust and do not have; so you commit murder.  And you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel.  You do not have because you do not ask.”


(2)  1 Jn 2:16, “For all that is in the cosmic system, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the cosmic system.”


(3)  Rom 6:12, “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey its lusts.”


(4)  Rom 13:14, “But clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh with regard to its lusts.”


(5)  Eph 2:3, “Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.”


(6)  Eph 4:22, “that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old man, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit.”


(7)  2 Tim 2:22, “Now flee from youthful lusts, and pursue righteousness, doctrine, love, peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.”


(8)  Tit 3:3, “For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.”


(9)  1 Pet 2:11, “Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, which wage war against the soul.”


(10)  1 Jn 2:17, “And the world is passing away along with its lusts; but the one who does the will of God remains forever.”
5.  The fact that God gives us a command to stop being controlled by the lust pattern of the sin nature means that He has also given us the assets necessary to obey that command.  And He has.


a.  There are two power options given to the believer to enable him or her to do everything God wants and to be fantastically happy both now and in eternity.


b.  We have the power option of being filled with God the Holy Spirit.  This is also our spiritual I.Q., our spiritual intelligence.


c.  We have the power option of doctrine circulating in our stream of thoughts.  This requires positive volition to want to no longer be ignorant like the negative believer and unbeliever who really don’t care.


d.  We have a unique royal priesthood, which allows us the privilege of using the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9 to enter back into our spiritual life whenever we want.  This is the only priesthood that has ever been totally dependent upon regeneration.


e.  We have our spiritual life with the critical objectives of attaining a personal sense of destiny, being occupied with Christ, reaching spiritual maturity, and glorifying God in evidence testing.


f.  We have the only High Priest who has ever existed in resurrection body who constantly makes intercession for us.


g.  We have joy or sharing the happiness of God as a unique system of thinking to handle every problem in life.


h.  With all these things the lust pattern of the old sin nature doesn’t stand a chance; unless we use our volition to give it a chance.  We really do what we want to do; no one makes us do anything.  Our volition is the issue in human history.
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