1 John 5:9
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- is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun MARTURIA, which means “the testimony.”  With this we have the subjective genitive from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “of men,” indicating that the men are performing the action of testifying.  This is followed by the first person plural present active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive, accept, ‘the testimony which I receive is not from a human being or I will not accept mere human testimony’ Jn 5:34, 44; 3:11, 32f.”


The present tense is a customary present for what normally or usually happens.


The active voice indicates that people customarily accept the testimony of men with regard to facts in a courtroom case.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of reality.
“If we accept the testimony of men [and we do],”
- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun MARTURIA, which means “the testimony.”  With this we have the subjective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “of God” and indicates that God is performing the action of the noun “testimony.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adverb of comparison MEGAS, meaning “greater.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic and gnomic present for a general, timeless fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that God’s testimony produces the action of being greater.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“the testimony of God is greater.”
- is the explanatory or epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “For” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” and referring to what follows.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a general, timeless fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that what follows in the context produces the action of being the God’s testimony.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun MARTURIA, “the testimony” plus the subjective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “of God” and indicates that God is performing the action of the noun “testimony.”
“For this is the testimony of God”
- is the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, translated “that” and explaining the content of God’s testimony.  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb MARTUREW, which means “to testify.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that God the Father has produced the action of testifying concerning the true humanity of His Son, Jesus Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the possessive genitive of the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “concerning or about His Son.”
“that He has testified concerning His Son.”
1 John 5:9 corrected translation
“If we accept the testimony of men [and we do], the testimony of God is greater.  For this is the testimony of God that He has testified concerning His Son.”
Explanation:
1.  “If we accept the testimony of men [and we do],”

a.  John continues with another declarative statement concerning the true humanity of Christ, but puts the statement in the form of a conditional sentence.

b.  The first part of the statement is called the protasis, or ‘if clause’.  It presents the condition on which the apodosis, or declaration, is made.

c.  In this sentence John compares the testimony of men in a court of law with the testimony of God in a court of law.  The court of law in which God presents His testimony is the Supreme Court of Heaven, and the testimony which God presents is against Satan, proving that Satan’s claim that Jesus was not a true human and did not really die physically on the Cross is a lie.


d.  John’s simple argument is that if men normally and usually accept the testimony of men in a court of law, then obviously the testimony of God is far greater than the testimony of men.


e.  There is a very good reason why our testimony in court should be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth—our virtue and integrity are at stake and often other people’s virtue and integrity are at stake as well.

f.  Therefore, men of honor expect men of honor to testify honorably, when their testimony is required.


g.  God expects us to tell the truth, and certainly expected the disciples of our Lord to tell the truth about His life, death, and resurrection.


h.  John’s implied argument here is that he has no reason to lie about Jesus Christ’s true human life, real physical death, and resurrection from the dead.


i.  There were much more than three witnesses to the physical death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  But all of these witnesses are only men.  And however unlikely, there is always the remote possibility that you could get fifteen to twenty people to lie about the same subject.  Therefore, in the case of our Lord’s death and resurrection there is a need for a greater testimony.

2.  “the testimony of God is greater.”

a.  All three members of the Trinity give the testimony of our Lord’s physical death and resurrection.  God’s testimony is greater because God cannot and will not lie.

b.  The testimony of God is stated in several passages.


(1)  Mt 3:17, “and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.’”


(2)  Jn 5:31-39, “If I alone testify about Myself, My testimony is not true.  There is another who testifies of Me, and I know that the testimony which He gives about Me is true.  You have sent to John, and he has testified to the truth.  But the testimony which I receive is not from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved.  He [John the Baptist] was the lamp that was burning and was shining and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light.  But the testimony which I have is greater than the testimony of John; for the works which the Father has given Me to accomplish the very works that I do testify about Me, that the Father has sent Me.

And the Father who sent Me, He has testified of Me.  You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form.  You do not have His word abiding in you, for you do not believe Him whom He sent.  You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me.”


(3)  Jn 8:18, “I am He who testifies about Myself, and the Father who sent Me testifies about Me.”  1 Jn 5:6 says, “It is the Spirit who testifies,” which gives us all three members of the Trinity testifying about the person and work of Christ, which includes His true humanity, real physical death, and resurrection from the dead.

c.  The testimony of God is the highest and greatest testimony to any fact in human history, because only God is omniscient and knows all the facts perfectly.

d.  Because God is righteous, He can only do what is right in presenting the facts about the humanity of Christ.


e.  Because God is just, He can only present the facts fairly and honestly.


f.  Because God is veracity, He can only present the truth for exactly what it is.


g.  Because God is omnipresent, there never has been a time when He has not been personally present to witness every fact of human history.


h.  Therefore, the essence of God is involved in His testimony before the heavenly tribunal against Satan.  Because God’s essence is involved every fact must be established perfectly and without question or doubt.  In the case of the true humanity of Christ and His resurrection this has been accomplished perfectly by God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  In addition we have the witness of the word of God and the witness of mankind.

3.  “For this is the testimony of God that He has testified concerning His Son.”

a.  John continues with a further explanation concerning the testimony of God.  He defines the testimony of God as the testimony that He has testified concerning His Son.

b.  The title ‘God’ is a reference to God the Father, because of the phrase “His Son” at the end of the verse.  The demonstrative pronoun ‘this’ refers back to the statement in verse 5, “that Jesus is the Son of God.”

c.  Therefore, John is saying, “The fact that Jesus is the Son of God is the testimony of God the Father that He has testified concerning His Son.”

d.  As we have already seen, this testimony was stated at both the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist and at the Mount of Transfiguration.  Also we have the statement of our Lord in Jn 5:37, “And the Father who sent Me, He has testified of Me” and Jn 8:18b, “the Father who sent Me testifies about Me.”

e.  God the Father has testified that:


(1)  Jesus is His eternal Son; that is, the eternal Son of God, the second member of the Trinity.



(2)  Jesus is His earthly Son; that is, the Son of Man or true humanity.


(3)  Jesus is the Christ; that is, the Son of God sent to earth as the Son of Man to provide eternal salvation for the human race.



(4)  Jesus lived a real human life as a man.



(5)  Jesus died both spiritually and physically on the Cross, the former to bear our sins and be judged for them and the latter, so that He could be raised from the dead.



(6)  Jesus Christ rose from the dead, ascended, and is seated at the right hand of the Father in the place of highest honor forever.
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