1 John 5:7



- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “Because” or “For this reason” to introduce a cause or reason based on an evident fact.  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural cardinal adjective TREIS, meaning “three.”  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “there are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a simple statement of fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the state or condition herein described produces the action of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“For this reason there are three”
- is the appositional nominative masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb MARTUREW, which means “to bear witness, declare, confirm, or testify.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “who” and referring back to the three witnesses.


The present tense is an aoristic present for a simple statement of fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the three witnesses produce the action of testifying.


The participle is circumstantial.

“who testify:”
1 John 5:7 corrected translation
“For this reason there are three who testify:”
Explanation:
1.  “For this reason there are three”

a.  Because the physical death of our Lord came with serum and blood clots, and was testified to by the Holy Spirit, there are three witnesses to the truth and reality of the true humanity of Christ.

b.  The number “three” is critical here, because it establishes the fact against Satan in the Supreme Court of Heaven that he is a liar.  Three witnesses testify to the same fact, namely, that the Son of God came, lived, and died as true humanity in the world.


c.  Satan claimed in his appeal trial that God the Son would never lower himself to die a real physical death, if he ever came to live among men on earth.  Satan had to be proven wrong.


d.  The Holy Spirit, the word of God, and the blood clots and serum are the three witnesses testifying to the fact that Satan is a liar and that the Son of God became true humanity and provided eternal salvation for mankind.  Three witnesses establish an irrefutable fact.  That fact is that Jesus Christ was a real human being, who died a real physical death.


e.  It was critical for Satan to try and defend himself by saying that Jesus didn’t really die physically.  For by establishing such a lie as truth, Satan could then deny any real bodily resurrection of Jesus.  Without the bodily resurrection of Jesus we have nothing in which to believe.

f.  The importance of the real, human, bodily resurrection of Christ is pointed out by Paul in his line of argument in 1 Cor 15:
1 Cor 15:12, “Now if Christ is proclaimed that He has been raised from the dead, and He is, how dare some among you say that there is no resurrection from the dead?”
1 Cor 15:13, “And if there is no resurrection from the dead, neither has Christ been raised.”
1 Cor 15:14, “And if Christ has not been raised, then as a result our proclamation [is] without any basis of truth, and your faith [is] in vain (without result, for no purpose).”
1 Cor 15:15, “Furthermore, we are found also to be false-witnesses toward God, because we have testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if indeed on the other hand the dead are not being raised.”
1 Cor 15:16, “Therefore, if the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised.”
1 Cor 15:17, “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is useless, you are still in the sphere of your sins,”
1 Cor 15:18, “Consequently also those who have fallen asleep (died) in Christ have perished.”
1 Cor 15:19, “If in this life we are having confidence alone in Christ (and we are), we are the most miserable of all men.”
1 Cor 15:20, “But now Christ has been raised out from the dead, the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep.”
1 Cor 15:21, “Therefore, because death [came] through man, resurrection from the dead also [came] through man.”
1 Cor 15:22, “For just as because of Adam everyone dies, so also because of Christ everyone will be made alive.”
2.  “who testify:”

a.  The testimony of the physical death of Christ is a critical part of the gospel, because without it the resurrection of Christ is meaningless.

b.  Therefore, the testimony concerning the physical death of Christ must be established beyond doubt, and it occurred the moment those blood clots and serum came forth from the chest of our Lord.

c.  The testimony of these three witnesses forever dooms the false doctrine of Satan that Jesus did not really die physically on the Cross.


d.  The reality of the physical death on the Cross makes the resurrection of Christ the most glorious event in the history of mankind.


e.  If Jesus did not really die physically, then neither was He really raised from the dead.  And if Satan could get people to believe that Jesus did not really die physically, then it was easy to get them to believe that He really did not rise from the dead, because He was never dead in the first place.


f.  Therefore, in the face of this false doctrine, which already permeated the assemblies of people (both believers and unbelievers) under the influence of satanic false teachers, God the Holy Spirit directed John to combat this lie with the truth.

g.  The testimony of the physical evidence of the blood clots and serum combined with the testimony of God the Holy Spirit, who Himself is the truth, plus the testimony of the word of God (which John is writing) forever puts an end to this lie before the Supreme Court of Heaven.


h.  Likewise, there should never be any doubt in our mind about the truth and reality of the true human life and physical death of our Lord Jesus Christ; for without it “we of all men are most miserable.”
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