1 John 5:5



- the postpositive DE is not found in Vaticanus while it is found in Sinaiticus; however it is probably not a part of the original, since it is not needed to complete the thought within the text and because scribes tended to add words.  The sentence begins with the predicate nominative
 from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “Who.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a present state, condition, or fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the subject “who” produces the action of being what is herein described.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple, doctrinal fact and reality.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb NIKAW, which means “to win, to become victorious, or to overcome.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and translated “the one who” or “he who.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a simple fact.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject “who” produces the action of overcoming.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, which means “the world” and refers to Satan’s cosmic system.

“Who is the one overcoming the world,”
- is the conditional particle EI with the negative MĒ, used together to form an idiom, meaning “except, but Mt 12:4; Gal 1:7.”
  This is followed by the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who” and substantivizes the participle.


The present tense is a perfective present or present of existing results, which emphasizes the enduring consequences of a past act, as if the act continued through its results.

The active voice indicates that the person who has believed in the past produces the action, which has continuing results throughout his life and on into eternity.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that mental activity.  In this case the mental activity is ‘believing’ and the content of that believing is described after the conjunction HOTI.  It is translated “that.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”

The present tense is a static present for a state and condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, which means “the Son” plus the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”
“except the one who has believed that Jesus is the Son of God?”
1 John 5:5 corrected translation
“Who is the one overcoming the world, except the one who has believed that Jesus is the Son of God?”
Explanation:
1.  “Who is the one overcoming the world,”

a.  John continues with a rhetorical question, which does not expect an answer.  It is designed to get believers to think.  This question again defines who the people of the human race are.  They are the ones who are overcoming the cosmic system of Satan.

b.  Implied in this question is the fact that it is possible for a person to overcome the cosmic system of Satan.

c.  Unbelievers do not have to remain unbelievers.  There is nothing in Satan’s cosmic system that is forcing the unbeliever to continue to not believe in Christ.  All people of the human race have a free will, the freedom of their volition to overcome the cosmic system of Satan by believing in Christ.


d.  No person can overpower Satan, who is the ruler of this world.  But human beings do have the ability to overcome his system, get out from under the authority of his system, and live within the system that God has provided.


e.  So John answers his own rhetorical question.

2.  “except the one who has believed that Jesus is the Son of God?”

a.  The one overcoming the cosmic system of Satan is the one who believes in Christ.

b.  Believing that Jesus is the Son of God is one half of believing in Christ.

c.  Remember that there are two parts to believing in Christ.



(1)  We believe in His person, and



(2)  We believe in His work on the Cross.


d.  John deals with only one half of the two parts of believing in Christ, because this was the false doctrine he opposed at the time he wrote this.  False teachers were teaching that the humanity of Jesus was not truly the Son of God; that is, that Jesus was only a man and not also deity.  The false teachers had rejected the doctrine of the hypostatic union of Christ.


e.  Jesus Christ was both truly man and truly God, combined in one person forever.  Some false teachers accepted the humanity of Jesus, but rejected His deity.  Others accepted His deity because of the resurrection, but rejected His true humanity.  John is dealing with false teachers, who were in the former category.

f.  The person who has believed that Jesus is the Son of God has believed in the deity of Christ.  The person who has believed that Jesus bore the sins of the world in His own body on the Cross and was judged for them has believed in the true humanity of Christ, because deity cannot bear sins or have anything to do with sin and remain deity.


g.  Therefore, only the person who has believed in the person and work of Christ has overcome the power and control of the cosmic system of Satan.

h.  When a human being believes in Christ, God the Holy Spirit immediately removes them from the power and control of the cosmic system, which includes the power and control of the sin nature, and places that person into the sphere of God’s love—the spiritual life of the Church Age.

i.  We overcome the cosmic system by entrance into the sphere of power and control of the Holy Spirit.  God gives this to us as a grace gift at salvation, and it continues until we decide from our free will to return to the cosmic system through personal sin.  We can return to the sphere of God’s power (that is, the spiritual life) through the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9, which we have already studied.


j.  People who reject the deity of Christ remain in the cosmic system of Satan.  People who reject the work of Christ in His true humanity remain in the cosmic system of Satan.  Only those who accept the person and work of Christ have overcome the cosmic system.

� Wallace, p. 43, footnote 20—the interrogative pronoun is predicate nominative in a Greek equative clause.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 278). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
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