1 John 5:20



- is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now, Furthermore, Moreover” and is used “as a switch-reference device, showing a shift in subject from the previous sentence.”
  Then we have the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “we know” followed by the conjunction HOTI to indicate the content of what we know, translated “that” and used to introduce a well-known fact that is generally accepted.


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state and continuing results of a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that John and the positive believers to whom he writes have produced the action of knowing something in the past and they continue to know it right now.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son” with the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb HĒKW, which means “to come, be present.”

The present tense is a perfective present, which is used to present the reality of something which came into being in the past.


The active voice indicates that the Son of God has produced the action of coming.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the continuative or connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  With this we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the Son of God has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “to us” and refers to Church Age believers.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun DIANOIA, which means “the faculty of thinking, comprehending, and reasoning, understanding, intelligence, mind 1 Jn 5:20.”
  This is a reference to the faculty for comprehending and understanding or perception of spiritual phenomena.
“Now we know that the Son of God has come and has given us the faculty for perception,”
- is the conjunction HINA, which is used to introduce a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  Then we have the first person plural present active subjunctive from the verb GINWSKW, which means “we might know/understand.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.  It is also a static present for a state or condition that will exist throughout our spiritual life and throughout the Church Age for each generation of believers.


The active voice indicates that all positive believers produce the action of knowing.  Those negative to the word of God do not know, even though God has given them the faculty of perception.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form the purpose clause and is potential to indicate that our volition is involved.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and adjective ALĒTHINOS, which means “the true; genuine, authentic, real.”  Then we have the use of the conjunction KAI to introduce a reason, as in Mk 8:3 and Rev 12:11, translated “because.”  This also introduces a parenthetical thought prior to the continuation of the main thought.  This is followed by the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “we are,” but also means “to be alive in a period of time: to live.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a general, timeless fact.

The active voice indicates that we produce the action of being or living in reality.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular article and adjective ALĒTHINOS, meaning “in the real.”
“in order that we may understand the real (because we live in the real)”
- is the preposition EN plus the dative of reference from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the possessive genitive from the third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “with reference to His Son.”  Then we have the appositional genitive from the masculine singular proper nouns IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning “Jesus Christ.”
“with reference to His Son, Jesus Christ.”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “This One” and refers to Jesus Christ, who was just mentioned.  


“Many scholars see  rather than Christ as the antecedent, even though Christ is closer [and the subject of the previous sentence ‘the Son of God’].  On behalf of seeing Christ as the antecedent are the following arguments:


(1) Although it is true that  = ‘the true God’ is not elsewhere referred to Christ,  = ‘true’, and is so used in Johannine literature (Jn 14:6).



(2) Christ is also said to be = ‘life’ in John’s writings (Jn 11:25; 14:6; 1 Jn 1:1–2), an epithet nowhere else used of the Father.


(3) The demonstrative pronoun, HOUTOS, in the Gospel and Epistles of John seems to be used in a theologically rich manner.  Specifically, of the approximately seventy instances in which HOUTOS has a personal referent, as many as forty-four of them (almost two-thirds of the instances) refer to the Son.  Of the remainder, most imply some sort of positive connection with the Son.  What is most significant is that never is the Father the referent.  This datum increases the probability that Jesus Christ is the antecedent in 1 Jn 5:20.  There are no grammatical reasons for denying that ‘the true God’ is descriptive of Jesus Christ.”
  The demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS is used as a third person personal pronoun, which is so frequent in John’s writing, translated “He” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.
Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic and static present for a general, timeless fact that will always be true.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produces the action of being.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of the word of God.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and adjective ALĒTHINOS and the noun THEOS, meaning “the true God.”  We then have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ and adjective AIWNIOS, which means “eternal life.”  The Granville-Sharp rule applies here, in which we have a single article governing two nouns connected by the conjunction KAI, indicating that the two nouns are two aspects of the same subject, or in this case two descriptions of the same person.
“He is the true God and eternal life.”
1 John 5:20 corrected translation
“Now we know that the Son of God has come and has given us the faculty for perception, in order that we may understand the real (because we live in the real) with reference to His Son, Jesus Christ.  He is the true God and eternal life.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now we know that the Son of God has come and has given us the faculty for perception,”

a.  John transitions to a new subject, which is also something that these believers have learned in the past and already know, but concerning which they need to be reminded.

b.  These believers knew that Jesus Christ was the Son of God and that He had come in the flesh as a true human being.  John has already made this point very clear in the rest of this letter.  Now he adds to that thought the fact that Jesus Christ has also given us the faculty for perception.

c.  This faculty for perception is a grace gift from God given to us at salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is called the human spirit.  The human spirit was originally created by Jesus Christ and given to the first man and woman He created.  The human spirit as a faculty of perception of spiritual phenomena ceased to function in Adam and the woman the moment they each sinned.


d.  Therefore, one of the major functions of salvation is the restoration of the human spirit as a grace gift from God the Son to mankind through the ministry of regeneration of God the Holy Spirit at salvation.


e.  At salvation God the Holy Spirit regenerates the human spirit and God the Father imputes eternal life to it.  This is the function of being born again and is called in theology the doctrine of regeneration.

f.  The human spirit is the spiritual apparatus within our inner being that permits us to comprehend, understand, and process spiritual phenomena as a reality in our soul.  It turns spiritual phenomena that cannot be understood by the human soul into spiritual ideas and concepts that can be understood by the human soul.  The human spirit is the spiritual translator for the human soul.

g.  The human spirit takes eternal, unseen, immaterial information about who and what God is and what He has done, is doing, and will do for us and makes it a reality to our soul, which is incapable of understanding these things.

h.  The process of filtering the eternal, immutable, infinite information and wisdom about God goes through this faculty for spiritual perception (the human spirit) and comes into our human soul as spiritual phenomena we can understand.  Without the human spirit Bible doctrine is foolishness to the mind of man, 1 Cor 2:9-15, “‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard, in fact it has not entered into the right lobe of man,’ the things which God [the Father] has prepared for those who keep on loving Him.  But God [the Father] has revealed them to us through the Spirit; for the [human] spirit investigates all things, even the deep things of God.  For who among mankind understands human matters except the man’s self which is in him?  In the same manner also divine matters no one comprehends except the [Holy] Spirit of God.  Now we have not received the spirit of this world [cosmic thinking] from God [the Holy Spirit], but the [human] spirit, in order that we might understand the things which have been graciously given to us by God [the Father], which things we are also communicating, not by means of the teaching from human wisdom, but by means of the teaching from the Spirit by explaining [comparing, combining, interpreting] spiritual things to the spiritual ones.  But the soulish man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and so he is not able to understand, because they are spiritually examined.   But the spiritual man examines [and discerns] all [spiritual] things, yet he himself is examined [and discerned] by no one.”
2.  “in order that we may understand the real [objective reality] (because we live in the real [objective reality]) with reference to His Son, Jesus Christ.”

a.  Then John states the purpose and reason why our Lord has given us the human spirit as the faculty for perception of spiritual phenomena—that we may understand what is real.

b.  God’s purpose in providing His word is that believers might understand the truth, reality, what is real and true in life rather than all the false teaching, lies, deception, and unreality that Satan offers to the mind of man.

c.  ‘The real’ refers to what is real in life.  Salvation is real yet unseen.  Hell and the lake of fire are real but unseen.  Heaven is real but unseen.  The promises of God are real yet unseen.

d.  The mental and physical perception of man apart from the aide of the Holy Spirit working through the human spirit produces a great deal of unreality and subjectivity.  God the Holy Spirit working through the human spirit produces a great deal of reality, objectivity, and truth in the soul of the believer.


e.  Therefore, we have a choice between objective reality of the word of God or subjective deception in the thinking of Satan and his cosmic system.


f.  John has written this entire letter to present the objective reality of the person of Jesus Christ as true humanity and the real Son of God.  John wanted the many believers who were faced with false doctrines about the Incarnation, the hypostatic union, and the deity of Christ to have the objective reality of true doctrine presented to them.


g.  The real with reference to God’s Son Jesus Christ is the Bible doctrine contained within this letter.


(1)  The objective reality about Christ is that He was the Son of God.



(2)  The objective reality about Christ is that He was a true human being.



(3)  The objective reality about Christ is that He went to the Cross and bore our sins in His own body and was judged as a substitute for us.



(4)  The objective reality is that Christ rose from the dead three days later as He said He would.



(5)  The objective reality is that Christ ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father.


h.  The objective reality is the Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Messiah, and has given us the gift of eternal life through faith, trust, or confidence in Him.


i.  As believers we are to live in a state of what is real.



(1)  We live in reality, not unreality.



(2)  We live in reality, not in unrealistic expectations.



(3)  We live in reality, not in false doctrines.


(4)  We live in the sphere of truth, reality, what is real, rather than living a spiritual life in the sphere of human speculation and human philosophical concepts.


(5)  The thinking of God is more real than any thought man will ever have.



(6)  The word of God is more real than anything Satan has or will ever have to offer.



(7)  The thinking of Christ is the real reality in life.  Everything Satan has to offer is false, a lie, and a deception.

3.  “He is the true God and eternal life.”

a.  Therefore, John has but one conclusion concerning all he has said about the person and work of Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is the true God and eternal life.

b.  Jesus Christ is the true God, the real God, the only God, because He is the creator of all things and our Lord and Savior.


c.  Jesus Christ is the true God because He has eternally existed as God.


d.  Jesus Christ is the true God because He shares the same essence of deity as God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.


e.  Jesus Christ is eternal life, because He has always existed and will always exist as God.  Satan and all of his lies and deception cannot change that reality.


f.  Jesus Christ has always been and will always be the Son of God, the Son of Man, the Lamb of God, and the Firstborn from the dead.  Satan can deny it all he wants, but he cannot change the fact that Jesus Christ is eternal God, true humanity, our Savior, and the Resurrection and the Life.


g.  The deity of Christ as the true God and eternal life is taught extensively in Scripture.

Doctrine of the Deity of Jesus Christ
A.  Definition.

1.  Jesus Christ is eternal God.  As a member of the Trinity, He always existed.  There never was a time when He did not exist.


2.  He is coequal and coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, Col 1:15.  In eternity past, Jesus Christ had the same essence as the Father and Holy Spirit.


3.  In time He still had the same functions of deity, but He also became true humanity.  Therefore, He is unique.

B.  The Syllogism of Deity.

1.  A syllogism is a logical formula consisting of two premises and a conclusion, a major and minor premise plus a conclusion, derived from deductive reasoning.


2.  Following this formula: the Trinity is eternal.  Christ is a member of the Trinity.  Therefore, Christ is eternal.

C.  Scriptural Documentation.

1.  Micah 5:2 says Jesus Christ is eternal God during the incarnation.


2.  Jn 1:1‑3, “In a beginning which was not a beginning there existed the Word [Jesus Christ].”

3.  Jn 8:58, “Before Abraham was born, I had always existed.”

4.  Rom 9:5, “Jesus Christ is over all” (because He is God).


5.  Tit 2:13 “the great God and our Savior.”

6.  In Heb 1:8‑10, the Father says, “Your throne, O God [Jesus Christ].”

7.  1 Jn 5:20, “this One is the true God and eternal life.”
D.  The pre-incarnate work of Jesus Christ indicates He was God.  He is the creator of the universe, Jn 1:3; Col 1:16; Heb 1:10.  He had to be God to preexist all other creatures.

E.  The doctrine of divine decrees proves the deity of Christ.  Christ is identified with the divine decrees so as to be God, Ps 2:7‑9, 22:1‑6; 40; 110.

F.  The Hebrew word JHWH is one of the titles for Jesus Christ.  The Jews never pronounced the word.  Instead they said Adonai, which means deity.  Elohim (plural) refers to the Trinity.  JHWH is used for Jesus Christ in Isa 9:6‑7, 40:3; Jer 23:5‑6; Zech 12:8.

G.  The essence of God is ascribed to Jesus Christ.

1.  Savior, Ps 2:6; Mt 28:18; Acts 2:36; 2 Pet 1:11; Rev 19:16.


2.  Perfect righteousness and justice = holiness, Lk 1:35; Jn 6:69; Heb 7:26.


3.  Love, Jn 13:1, 34; 1 Jn 3:16.


4.  Eternal life, Isa 9:6; Micah 5:2; Jn 1:1, 8:58; Col 1:16‑17; Eph 1:4; Rev 1:11.


5.  Omniscience, Mt 9:4; Jn 2:25; 1 Cor 4:5; Col 2:3; Rev 2:23


6.  Omnipresence, Mt 28:20; Eph 1:23; Col 1:27.


7.  Veracity, Jn 14:6; Rev 3:7


8.  Omnipotence, Rev 1:8.


9.  Jesus Christ did not suppress His deity in the incarnation; this is the false doctrine of kenosis. Instead, He gave up the independent use of His divine attributes.

H.  Appearances of Christ in History.

1.  Theophanies (before the First Advent).



a.  As a man, Gen 18; 32:24‑32.



b.  As a phenomena of nature, Ex 40:38, 33:9‑23; 3:2ff; 25:22; Acts 7:30.



c.  As the angel of JHWH, Gen 16:7‑18, 22:11‑18, 31:11ff.  Christ is said to be the angel of JHWH in Gen 24:7, 40; Ex 23:20; 32:34; 1 Chr 21:15‑18; Isa 63:9; Zech 1:12‑13.  Because Christ is always the visible member of the Trinity, He never appears as the angel of JHWH after the First Advent, Jn 6:46, 1:18; 1 Tim 6:16.


2.  Christophanies were post-resurrection appearances.


3.  The First and Second Advents.  Phil 2:6 “who though He existed in the essence of God, He did not think equality with God a gain to be seized.”
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