1 John 5:19



- is the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “we know” followed by the conjunction HOTI to indicate the content of what we know.  “The formula  is frequently used to introduce a well-known fact that is generally accepted, 1 Jn 3:2; 5:18ff.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state and continuing results of a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that John and the positive believers to whom he writes have produced the action of knowing something in the past and they continue to know it right now.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin or source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “from God” and refers to God the Holy Spirit as in the previous verse.  Then we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: we are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a simple statement of fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that all believers produce the action of being from the source of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

“We know that we are from God,”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS with the adjective HOLOS, meaning “the whole or entire world” and referring to Satan’s cosmic system.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular article and adjective PONĒROS, which is found “especially in Paul’s or John’s usage, to designate a close personal relation in which the referent of the EN-term is viewed as the controlling influence, meaning: under the control of, under the influence of.”
  The prepositional phrase is then translated “under the control [influence] of the evil one” referring to Satan.  Finally, we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb KEIMAI, which literally means “to lie upon something” but is also used figuratively, meaning “find oneself, be, in a certain state or condition.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists (as long as Satan is the ruler of the world).  This can also be regarded as an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its progress.


The deponent middle/passive is active in meaning, the whole world or cosmic system producing the action of being under the influence of Satan.  Satan can’t control his kingdom because of the free will of man.  All he can do is influence it.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of Bible doctrine.
“and the entire world [cosmic system] is under the control of the evil one [Satan].”
1 John 5:19 corrected translation
“We know that we are from God, and the entire world is under the control of the evil one.”
Explanation:
1.  “We know that we are from God,”

a.  John continues with another absolute fact of our existence as believers here on earth—we know that we are from God.

b.  The verb ‘to be’ means ‘to exist’.  We know that we exist from the source of God.  This is true in two respects.


(1)  We exist because God imputed soul life (that is, the breath of life) to our biological life at the point of physical birth to create human life.



(2)  We exist as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ because God the Father imputed eternal life to the human spirit that God the Holy created in us the moment we believed in Christ.  This is called regeneration or being born again.


c.  Therefore, we know we are from the source of God for two reasons: God has given us human life and God has given us eternal life.


d.  However, John is emphasizing the latter fact in this context and in this letter.



(1)  1 Jn 3:9, “Anyone who is born from God does not commit sin [at that moment], because His seed [righteousness, life, and power] resides in him; that is, he is not able to sin, because he has been born from God.”


(2)  1 Jn 3:10, “By this, the children of God and the children of the devil are evident: everyone who does not produce righteousness is not from God; that is, anyone who does not love his fellow-believer.”


(3)  1 Jn 4:1-6, “Beloved ones, stop believing every spirit [charismatic prophet], but keep on critically examining those spirits [charismatic prophets] whether they are from God, because many false-prophets have gone out into the world.  By this recognize the spirit [person] from God: every spirit who acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit [charismatic speaker] who does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God.  Furthermore, this one is the one belonging to Antichrist, about whom you have heard that he is coming, and in fact now he is already in the world.  You are from God, dear children, and you have overcome them [the antichrists], because greater is the One [Holy Spirit] in you than the one [Satan] in the world.  They are from the cosmic system.  Therefore, they speak from the source of the cosmic system and the cosmic system hears and understands them.  We are from God; the one who has come to know God [positive believer] keeps listening to us.  He who is not from God [negative believer] does not listen to us.  For this reason we have come to know the spirit [charismatic speaker] of truth and the spirit [charismatic speaker] of error/deception.”


(4)  1 Jn 5:1a, “Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born from God.”


(5)  1 Jn 5:4, “Because everything [every category of humanity] which has been born from God overcomes the world [Satan’s cosmic system]; furthermore this is the victory which has overcome the world—our faith.”


(6)  1 Jn 5:18a, “We know that every one who has been born from God is not in a state of sinfulness,”
2.  “and the entire world [cosmic system] is under the control of the evil one [Satan].”

a.  The ‘entire world’ refers to every unbeliever who has ever lived on earth, with special emphasis on the unbelievers of the Church Age.

b.  Unbelievers are under the control and influence of Satan.  Believers should be under the control and influence of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Unfortunately many are not.

c.  Think about the implications of the entire world being under the influence and control of Satan.



(1)  All governmental systems are a part of Satan’s control of the world.



(2)  All educational systems, including so-called ‘Christian’ educational systems, are part of Satan’s influence and control of the world.



(3)  All scientific advances are a part of Satan’s control and influence.



(4)  All business activity is a function of Satan’s control of the economy.



(5)  All literature not directly related to the word of God is part of Satan’s control and influence of people.



(6)  All drama, art, theater, movies, acting, singing, dancing, and entertainment systems are part of Satan’s control and influence of the world.  This includes all sports, sporting events, and sports competition.



(7)  All systems of entertainment, travel, site-seeing, vacation spots, etc. are all a part of Satan’s system and influence.



(8)  All police systems, courts, and prison systems are under the influence and control of Satan.



(9)  There is nothing you can think, say, or do as an unbeliever that is not under the influence and control of Satan.  He influences the unbeliever’s thinking, which influences what they think, say, and do.


(10)  There is nothing you can do and no where you can go on earth to get away from the influence and control of Satan, except two places:




(a)  Your own soul filled with the word of God.




(b)  The word of God itself.


d.  Since the entire world is under the control of Satan, Christians are not going to change it.  God may change things in the world, since Jesus Christ controls history, but believers are not going to change the world and make it a better place to which Jesus Christ can return.


e.  Believers can have tremendous invisible impact on the parts of the world and large groups of people, but as time goes on Satan quickly regains control of his kingdom and keeps on pressing his agenda forward.


f.  Satan’s agenda is to get the entire world to ignore God and reject the word of God as foolishness.  He will almost succeed in doing this just after the resurrection of the Church at the beginning of the Tribulation.  However, 144,000 Jews will believe in Christ because of the resurrection of the Church and will begin one of the greatest periods of evangelism of the world.  This will frustrate Satan’s plan completely and cause him to do all he can to exterminate all believers from the earth.  The Lord returns at the Second Advent to save all believers from Satan’s greatest holocaust.


g.  Our Lord asked God the Father not to take believers out of the world, but to leave us here and protect us from Satan, Jn 17:15, “I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep [guard, protect] them from the evil one.”

h.  Our Lord has kept us here after salvation for many reasons, one of which is that we might become invisible heroes in the angelic conflict and permit the Lord Jesus Christ to control history and frustrate Satan’s rulership of the world through blessing us.


i.  While the entire world of unbelievers is under the control and influence of Satan, believers are to be under the control and influence of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in their soul.  Our prior status as unbelievers in the world is stated in Eph 2:12, “remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.”

j.  We are in the world, but we are not a part of the world:



(1)  Jn 15:19, “If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.”


(2)  Jn 17:11, “I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are.”


(2)  Jn 17:14, “I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.”


(3)  Jn 17:16, “They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.”


(4)  1 Jn 2:15-16, “Stop loving the world [cosmic system] or the things in the world [cosmic system].  If anyone keeps loving the world [cosmic system], the love for the Father is not in him.  Because all that [is] in the world [Satan’s cosmic system], the lust of the flesh [sin nature], the lust of the eyes [mentality of the soul], the pride in one’s possessions is not from the Father but is from the [world] cosmic system.”

k.  We have escaped the control and influence of Satan and his cosmic system by faith in Christ, 2 Pet 1:4, “Through which things [pertaining to the spiritual life] He has bestowed on us His precious and great promises, in order that through these things you may become partners of the divine nature, after you have escaped from the corruption in the world because of lust.”

l.  1 Jn 4:4, “You are from God, dear children, and you have overcome them [the antichrists], because greater is the One [Holy Spirit] in you than the one [Satan] in the world.”
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