1 John 5:18



- is the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “we know” followed by the conjunction HOTI to indicate the content of what we know.  “The formula  is frequently used to introduce a well-known fact that is generally accepted Mt 22:16; Lk 20:21; Jn 3:2; 9:31; Rom 2:2; 3:19; 7:14; 8:22, 28; 2 Cor 5:1; 1 Tim 1:8; 1 Jn 3:2; 5:18ff.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state and continuing results of a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that John and the positive believers to whom he writes have produced the action of knowing something in the past and they continue to know it right now.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative masculine singular subject from the adjective PAS, which, when “used with a noun or participle with the article in the singular means, every one who, whoever Mt 5:22, 28, 32; 7:8, 26; Lk 6:47; 11:10; 14:11; 16:18; 18:14; 19:26; Jn 3:8, 15f, 20; 4:13; 6:40; 8:34; 18:37; Acts 10:43b; 13:39; Rom 2:1, 10; 10:4, 11; 1 Cor 9:25; Gal 3:13; 2 Tim 2:19; Heb 5:13; 1 Jn 2:23, 29 and many others; 2 Jn 9; Rev 22:18.”
  With the adjective we have the articular perfect passive participle from the verb GENNAW, which means “to be born.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  Notice that being born from God is not a continuous action throughout one’s life, but a past completed action for a believer.

The passive voice indicates that the believer has received the action of being born from God.

The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin or source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “from God” and refers to God the Holy Spirit, who is the agent of regeneration.  He is the one who creates a human spirit within us at the moment we believe or trust in the person and work of Christ and imputes eternal life to that human spirit.  Then we have the absolute negative OUCH, meaning “not” and the third person singular present active indicative from the verb HAMARTANW, which means not only “to sin” but also “to be in a state of sinfulness.”  One of the prominent meanings for the noun HAMARTIA is “a state of being sinful, sinfulness, a prominent feature in Johannine thought, Jn 9:34, ‘to be born in a state of sinfulness’,  ‘to die in a state of sinfulness’ Jn 8:21, 24; 9:41; 15:24; 19:11; 1 Jn 1:8; 3:5.”
  This gives the verb HAMARTANW the same meaning: to be in a state of sinfulness.  Therefore, what John is saying is that mankind is born in a state of sinfulness (the same total depravity that Paul describes) and is not born again into a state of sinfulness.

The present tense is an aoristic present for an absolute, general, timeless fact.

The active voice indicates that the born from God person produces the action of being born not in a state of sinfulness.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“We know that every one who has been born from God is not in a state of sinfulness,”
- is the strong adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the nominative masculine singular articular aorist passive participle from the verb GENNAW, which means “to be born.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and can be translated either “the One who” or “He who” and refers to Jesus Christ, who was also born from the source of God the Holy Spirit.  The article also substantivizes the participle, making it the subject of its clause.

The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which emphasizes a past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the humanity of Jesus Christ received the action of being born.


The participle is circumstantial and substantivized.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin or source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “from God” and refers to God the Holy Spirit, Mt 1:18; Lk 1:35, “The angel answered and said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.’”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb TĒREW, which means “to guard in the sense of protecting someone; keep, hold, reserve, or preserve someone.”

The present tense is a progressive present for an action that began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produces the action of guarding, protecting, and preserving the person born from God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “him” and referring to the believer born from God.
“but He who was born from God keeps on guarding him,”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PONĒROS, which means “the evil one” and refers to Satan.  Then we have the absolute negative OUCH, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present middle indicative from the verb HAPTW, which means “to make contact with a view to causing harm, touch for the purpose of harming, injure; the evil one cannot harm him or cannot even touch him; 1 Jn 5:18.”


The present tense is an aoristic, gnomic, static present.  The action is a universal, axiomatic fact that is always true and will never change.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which emphasizes the subject (Satan) producing the action of not touching the believer.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of Bible doctrine.

Finally, we have the genitive of direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “him” and referring to the person born from God.
“and the evil one does not touch him.”
1 John 5:18 corrected translation
“We know that every one who has been born from God is not in a state of sinfulness, but He who was born from God keeps on guarding him, and the evil one does not touch him.”
Explanation:
1.  “We know that every one who has been born from God is not in a state of sinfulness,”

a.  Having introduced the concept of the state of sinfulness in the previous statement, John now continues his discourse by discussing another fact related to the state of sinfulness.

b.  The phrase ‘We know’ indicates that this fact is something that John has taught before and with which the believers to whom he writes are very familiar.

c.  The fact is that every believer (‘the one who has been born from God’) is not in a state of sinfulness at the moment of salvation.

d.  Prior to salvation all members of the human race are in a state of sinfulness.  At the moment of birth God imputes Adam’s original sin to our genetically formed sin nature and we are born physically alive and spiritually dead.  This is the state of total depravity at birth, which exists for every member of the human race.  God must condemn us because of this spiritual death and state of sinfulness.


e.  Salvation is provided by God to rescue us from this state of sinfulness (from the imputation of Adam’s original sin and the activation and function of the sin nature at birth).


f.  Therefore, the moment we are born again one of the most important things God does for us is to remove our spiritual death from us by making us spiritually alive.



(1)  The believer’s condemnation is removed according to:



(a)  Jn 3:18, “He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the person of the uniquely-born Son of God.”



(b)  Jn 5:24, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.”



(c)  Rom 8:1-2, “Consequently now [there is] no condemnation (judgment, or punishment) to those in Christ Jesus.  For the principle from the Spirit of Life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the principle of the sin nature and [spiritual] death.”


(2)  The believer is reconciled to God by the removal of the barrier of sin:




(a)  Rom 5:10, “For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by means of the death of His Son, and we were, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be delivered by means of His life.”



(b)  2 Cor 5:18-21, “Moreover all things [are] from the source of God, who reconciled us to Himself through the agency of Christ and has given us the service of reconciliation, since God certainly kept on being in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing to them their sins, and yet having established by us the message of reconciliation.  Therefore, we are ambassadors on behalf of Christ.  Because God is appealing through us, we ask on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  The One who did not know sin, He was made sin as a substitute for us, in order that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”



(c)  Eph 2:14-17, “For He Himself [Jesus Christ, the agent of reconciliation] is our peace who has caused to make both [Jew & Gentile] one [baptism of the Holy Spirit], and He has abolished the dividing wall of the barrier, (and He abolished in His flesh the enmity [barrier between God and man], the Law of commandments given in the decrees [Mosaic Law], in order that He might cause to create the two [Jew and Gentile believers] into one new man [new spiritual species] in Himself, since He has made peace, and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body by means of the cross, having put to death the enmity in Himself).  And when He came, He caused the proclamation of the gospel of peace [reconciliation] to you who were far away [the Gentiles] and peace to you who were near [the Jews].”


(3)  We are redeemed (purchased) from the slave market of sin:




(a)  Rom 3:23-24, “Because all have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of God, receiving justification without payment by means of His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.”



(b)  Col 1:14, “in Whom [Jesus Christ] we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”



(c)  1 Pet 1:18, “knowing that not with perishable things, like silver or gold, you have been redeemed from your worthless manner of life handed down from your forefathers.”



(d)  Rev 1:5, “and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood.”


(4)  The believer has all his sins and transgressions blotted out:




(a)  Isa 43:25, “I, even I, am the one who wipes out your transgressions for My own sake, and I will not remember your sins.”



(b)  Isa 44:22, “I have wiped out your transgressions like a thick cloud and your sins like a heavy mist. Return to Me, for I have redeemed you.”

g.  In addition to the removal of our sin and state of condemnation from us, we are also filled with the Holy Spirit and entered into a state of fellowship with God.  There can be no sinfulness in the believer in order to have fellowship with God, for God can have no fellowship with sin.  Gal 3:3, “Are you so unintelligent, having begun in the Spirit, you are now accomplishing [the spiritual life] for yourselves?”

h.  Therefore, at the moment of salvation, the believer is not in a state of sinfulness.  He has been redeemed from his state of sinfulness and been placed into union with Christ in a state of fellowship with God.


i.  1 Jn 3:9, “Anyone who is born from God does not commit sin [at that moment], because His seed [righteousness, life, and power] resides in him; that is, he is not able to sin, because he has been born from God.”
2.  “but He who was born from God keeps on guarding him,”

a.  In strong contrast to not being in a state of sinfulness, the believer keeps on being guarded and protected by the Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  ‘He who was born from God’ is a reference to the first born of God, the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is called the Firstborn:


(1)  Rom 8:29, “[We know] that whom He foreknew, He also foreordained [predestinated] conformed ones to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren.”


(2)  Col 1:15, “Who [Jesus Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the first-born with reference to every creature,”


(3)  Col 1:18, “Moreover, He is the head of the body, the Church, the One who is the origin, the first-born out from the dead, that He Himself might be the leader among all [believers])”


(4)  Heb 1:6, “And when He again brings the Firstborn into the world, He says, ‘And let all the angels of God worship Him.’”


(5)  Rev 1:5, “and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood.”

c.  ‘He who was born from God’ is the title of Jesus Christ as the first member of the human race to be born apart from spiritual death.

d.  The Lord Jesus Christ keeps on guarding and protecting us in order to fulfill that guarantee of a resurrection body, just as He has a resurrection body.


e.  We are protected by the power of God, 1 Pet 1:5, “who are guarded by the power of God through faith resulting in a deliverance [which is] ready to be revealed in the last time.”

f.  We know that everyone who has been born from God keeps on being guarded by Him who was born from God.  We are personally guarded by the omnipotence of God.


(1)  The same power that God used to create the universe is in use right now guarding our eternal salvation, our eternal life, and our eternal rewards and blessings in heaven forever.



(2)  The same power that God used to resurrect the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead is being used right now to protect us from all the hatred and evil Satan can throw at us.



(3)  We have absolutely nothing to fear in life.  We are guarded by the power of God.



(4)  We should never be afraid of another person hurting us or taking our life.  We are under God’s perfect protection.



(5)  Any disaster that befalls us is part of the plan and purpose of God for our life, in order to give us an opportunity to apply doctrine and prove to the fallen angels that the word of God is greater than any suffering in life.



(6)  We are guarded by the power of God because in one simple moment of time we had personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as our savior.  That one simple decision to trust in Him for eternal life resulted in God making one simple decision to use His very own power to protect us for the rest of our life and for all eternity.



(7)  The protection of God the Father comes through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  There is no other system, no other means, no other way that God the Father can do anything for any of us, except through our personal faith in Christ.


g.  God holds us in His hand and nothing can keep us from being guarded and protected by Him, Jn 10:28, “and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.”
3.  “and the evil one [Satan] does not touch him.”

a.  John adds one final thought to complement the eternal protection of God for all believers—Satan cannot touch us.

b.  ‘The evil one’ is a title for Satan.


(1)  1 Jn 2:13-14, “I am writing you, fathers [mature believers], because you know the One who [was] from the beginning.  I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one [Satan].   I have written you, infants [new believers], because you have come to know the Father.  I have written you, fathers [mature believers], because you have come to know [occupation with Christ] the One who [was] from the beginning.  I have written you, young men [advancing believers], because you are strong and the word of God remains in you and you have overcome the evil one.”


(2)  1 Jn 5:19, “We know that we are from God, and the entire world [cosmic system] is under the control of the evil one [Satan].”


(3)  Mt 13:19, “When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart.  This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road.”


(4)  Mt 13:38, “and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one;”


(5)  Jn 17:15, “I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.”


(6)  Eph 6:16, “with all these things pick up and carry the shield of faith [faith-rest drill] by which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one.”


(7)  2 Thes 3:3, “Nevertheless the Lord is faithful, who will strengthen you and protect from evil.”

c.  Satan cannot touch the believer.


(1)  Satan is not permitted to harm any believer in any way without the Lord’s permission.



(2)  We belong to the Lord Jesus Christ because He purchased us from the slave market of sin.  Therefore, since we belong to Christ, Satan is not permitted to come near us, harm us, injure us, or do anything to us without the permission of our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ.



(3)  Sometimes the Lord permits Satan to test certain believers as evidence in Satan’s appeal trial.  But as the Lord said to Satan in the case of Job, Satan could not touch Job, Job 1:10-12, “‘Have You not made a hedge about him and his house and all that he has, on every side?  You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.  But put forth Your hand now and touch all that he has; he will surely curse You to Your face.’  Then the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your power, only do not put forth your hand on him.’  So Satan departed from the presence of the Lord.”  In the second test (Job 2:4-7) Satan receives permission to cause bodily illness in Job, but is still not permitted to take his life.

d.  God permitted Paul to turn a reversionistic believer over to Satan for the destruction of the body, 1 Cor 5:5, “I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.”

e.  Not being touched by Satan is a part of the grace protection of the Lord, Ps 34:7, “The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, and rescues them.”
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