1 John 5:14



- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact, Really, Indeed, Certainly.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “this” and refers to what follows in the sentence.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without any reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that what is about to be said produces the action of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun PARRĒSIA, which means “the courage, confidence, boldness” before high ranking officials.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the feminine singular noun PARRĒSIA just mentioned.  Then we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “we have.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now occurring.  This can also be a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.  This can also be a progressive present what continues throughout our spiritual life.  And this can also be an aoristic present for a simple fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  Here the aoristic present is probably correct.


The active voice indicates that believers produce the action of having confidence toward God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of reality.

This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of direction from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “toward Him” and referring to God the Father.

“In fact, this is the confidence which we have toward Him,”
- is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “namely, that” when used after demonstrative pronouns to explain the content of that to which the demonstrative refers.  Then we have the third class conditional particle EAN, which means “if and it may or may not be true.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anything.”  Then we have the first person plural present middle subjunctive from the verb AITEW, which means “we ask.”

The present tense is a gnomic present, which presents the action as a general, timeless event, which is general in nature or universally true.


The middle voice is an intensive middle, which emphasizes the personal volition and responsibility of the believer involved in producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is potential, indicating an element of contingency or probability.

This is followed by the preposition KATA plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the neuter singular article and noun THELĒMA with the possessive genitive of the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, and meaning “according to His will.”
“namely, that if we ask anything according to His will,”
- is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “He hears.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a general, timeless, universal fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic truth and reality of Bible doctrine.

Finally, we have the objective genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “us.”
“He hears us.”
1 John 5:14 corrected translation
“In fact, this is the confidence which we have toward Him, namely, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact, this is the confidence which we have toward Him,”

a.  John continues with another important fact related to our relationship with Jesus Christ and our confidence in His promise of eternal life.

b.  Believers who are positive to doctrine; that is, who want to learn and obey the word of God have confidence in God.  The confidence we have in the fact that Christ died spiritually on the Cross for our sins is translated into the confidence we have in the fact we have eternal life.


c.  The confidence we have in the fact we have eternal life is translated into the confidence we have in the unchangeable essence of God that we cannot lose our eternal life.


d.  The confidence we have in everything we have received from God at salvation is translated into our confidence with regard to our entire relationship with God.  The confidence we have in our relationship with God at salvation because of our relationship with Jesus Christ is translated into our confidence toward God the Father.  Our confidence in our relationship with Christ gives us confidence in our relationship with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.


e.  Our confidence in our relationship with God the Father gives us confidence to come boldly before the throne of grace in prayer, in order to receive help in time of need.


f.  God expects us to have confidence in Him.



(1)  He expects us to have confidence in the saving work of Christ on the Cross.



(2)  He expects us to have confidence in His promise of eternal life through trust or faith in Christ.



(3)  He expects us to have confidence in our eternal security because of His immutability or unchangeableness.



(4)  He expects us to have confidence in the power of the word of God in our soul.



(5)  He expects us to have confidence in the filling of the Holy Spirit.



(6)  He expects us to have confidence in His problem solving devices.



(7)  He expects us to have confidence in testing, adversity, pressure, and troubles.



(8)  He expects us to come confidently to Him for help, when we need it.


g.  Therefore, God has given us total and immediate access to Him in prayer.  We only have to ask and have the same confidence in Him now as we have had in the past.

2.  “namely, that if we ask anything according to His will,”

a.  Some believers pray to God and others do not.

b.  Some believers know how to ask according to the will of God and others do not.

c.  Some believers do not know how to ask and do not ask.


d.  Some believers do not know how to ask but ask incorrectly anyway.


e.  Some believers know exactly how to ask and fail to ask.


f.  Only believers who know how to ask correctly according to God’s will and do so with confidence receive that for which they ask.


g.  Not only must we be willing to ask God, but we must be willing to ask with confidence that He will provide perfectly for us.


h.  Not only must we ask with confidence, but we must follow all the protocols of prayer, which teach us the right way to ask according to His will.


i.  God has only one way of doing a thing—the right way.  And God expects us to ask the right way, which is according to His will.


j.  Therefore, we must not only come confidently before the throne of grace, but we must also come with an attitude of genuine humility and gratitude.


k.  Being able to ask according to God’s will means that we must learn, know, and understand the will of God.  This does not happen easily or overnight.  Learning the will of God and functioning accordingly takes time, patience, and practice.



(1)  We cannot con God in prayer.


(2)  We do not use prayer to hire God to do what we want done.



(3)  Too many believers use prayer to try to get their own way, not God’s way.



(4)  Prayer must be compatible with God’s will and God’s way, not our will and our way.



(5)  Prayer must recognize who and what God is, not who and what we are.



(6)  Prayer is not designed to get us out of trouble (but through the trouble), but to express our helplessness, our humility, our total dependence on God rather than our human ability and power.  Prayer is our recognition and orientation to His grace and His mercy toward us.



(7)  Prayer is not designed to manipulate God, but to conform to the will of God.



(8)  Prayer is not what we want but what God wants for us.



(9)  Prayer is our recognition and orientation to the grace of God.  We will never understand the grace of God until we learn the correct protocols of prayer.



(10)  Prayer is an expression and extension of Bible doctrine resident in the soul.  We fail in prayer because we fail to utilize the promises of God.



(11)  Prayer was never designed to fulfill our lusts and desires, but to fulfill the will, plan, and purpose of God for our lives and to give us access to heaven while still living on earth.  Too many prayers are expressions of what we want, not what God wants.  To express the will of God in our prayers, we have to come to know what the will of God is or how to ask for the will of God instead of our own will.



(12)  Because we have related prayer to our personal desires and the lust pattern of the sin nature, we have acquired false values related both to our lives and to our prayers.



(13)  For this reason, our Lord Jesus Christ as our High Priest makes intercession for us at the right hand of the Father, Heb 7:24-25, “On the other hand, He abides forever; consequently, He holds His priesthood permanently.  Therefore, He is able to deliver completely those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for us.”  The fact that our Lord always makes intercession for us indicates that we have not completely understood the doctrine of prayer.  All power of prayer starts through the intercession of Christ.



(14)  This also explains why God the Holy Spirit makes intercession for us with groanings too deep for words, Rom 8:26-27, “And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weaknesses; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; and He [God the Father] who searches the hearts knows what is the thinking of the Spirit, because He [God the Holy Spirit] intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.”  Our prayers often fail simply because of lack of concentration.  We fail to concentrate on doctrine in the power of the Spirit, which reflects our failure to concentrate in prayer in the power of this same Holy Spirit.  We fail in prayer because we fail to believe and use the word of God.  But the prayers of the Son and Spirit always make perfect intercession for us, as it was so designed in the divine decrees.  Therefore, there is never a time when each member of the Trinity is not personally interested in each of us and our prayers.

l.  There are many reasons why prayer is not answered, all of which are related to not asking according to His will.



(1)  The fundamental reason why prayer is not answered is because the believer is under the control of the sin nature.  In a state of sin, your prayers cannot be heard or answered.  Ps 66:18, “If I cherish iniquity in my stream of consciousness, the Lord will not listen to me.”  ‘Cherishing iniquity’ means not recovering from sinfulness.  Using God’s recovery procedure (1 Jn 1:9) must precede all divine mandates of prayer, whether the mandates are in the Old or New Testament.  Sin recovery is an emergency procedure to get us back into fellowship with God immediately.



(2)  Another reason for malfunction of prayer is always related to the believer’s rejection of the teachings of the word of God.  Indifference to or rejection of Bible doctrine produces three categories of ignorance which guarantee the malfunction of your prayer life.




(a)  Ignorance because of indifference to doctrine.




(b)  Ignorance because of wrong priorities.  If wrong priorities persist in our spiritual life, we will lose out spirituality and become a believer with no prayer life.




(c)  Ignorance because of the arrogance complex of sins: jealousy, bitterness, vindictiveness, implacability, hatred, self-pity, inordinate ambition, inordinate competition, vilification, slander, maligning, judging, creating the public lie, revenge motivation and modus operandi.  Arrogant believers never get through to the throne of grace.



(4)  Prayer is not answered because we fail to execute His mandates, 1 Jn 3:22, “Furthermore, whatever we have asked, we receive from Him, because we continue to execute His mandates, and we keep on doing what is pleasing in His sight.”  Therefore, prayer is related to our fulfillment of the plan of God and execution of the Christian way of life.  Prayer becomes more and more effective as we execute His mandates.  We can have effective prayer right from the start of our spiritual life if we execute God’s commands.  Failure to execute His mandates and to attain spiritual adulthood (“do what is pleasing in His sight”) impedes, obstructs, inhibits, and undermines all effective prayer.



(5)  The least known of all reasons for unanswered prayer is malfunction in marriage or lack of domestic tranquility.  1 Pet 3:7, “Likewise you husbands, live with your wives on the basis of special knowledge as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman, and show her respect as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.”


(6)  Arrogance is the number one cause of failure, not only in prayer, but in the spiritual life.  Job 35:12‑13, “They cry out, but He does not answer because of the arrogance of evil persons.  Surely God will not listen to a phony [empty] cry, nor will the Almighty regard it.”


(7)  Prayer is not answered because of lust, criminality, jealousy, and false motivation, which neutralize prayer.  Jam 4:2‑3, “You lust and do not have [what you want], so you commit murder.  Also, you are jealous and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel.  You do not have, because you do not ask.  You ask [in prayer] and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.”


(8)  When God’s representative nation is under the cycles of discipline, prayer for deliverance cannot be answered.  This is because the justice of God is going to remove that nation.  Lam 3:44, “You have covered yourself with a cloud [negative volition] so that no prayer can get through.”


(9)  Malfunction of the faith-rest drill in prayer means the malfunction of effective prayer.




(a)  Mk 11:24, “I say to you, all things for which you ask and pray, believe that you shall receive them, and you shall be given them.”  With the malfunction of faith-rest drill and prayer, our life eventually malfunctions.  Prayer is an index to our spiritual life.  Prayer is something that all believers are commanded to do.  If we’re not praying correctly or fail in prayer for any reason, that means there is some problem in our spiritual life; there is some kink, some syndrome, some arrogance, or some problem.  The problem will overflow to every aspect of our life.




(b)  Jam 5:15, “The prayer offered in faith will deliver the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up.”


(10)  Lack of obedience is another reason prayer is not answered.  If the believer does not keep God’s commandments, his prayers are in vain.  If the believer does things that are not pleasing to God, his prayers are null and void.  1 Jn 3:22, “and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight.”


(11)  Lack of respect for the Lord causes prayer to not be answered, Prov 1:24-29, “Because I called and you refused, I stretched out my hand and no one paid attention; and you neglected all my counsel and did not want my reproof.  I will also laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your dread comes, when your dread comes like a storm and your calamity comes like a whirlwind, when distress and anguish come upon you.  Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently but they will not find me, because they hated knowledge and did not choose the respect of the Lord.”


(12)  Prayers are not answered because of specific non-compliance with the known will of God, 1 Jn 5:14-15, “This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him.”


(13)  Lack of compassion or grace orientation produces malfunction in prayer, Prov 21:13, “He who shuts his ear to the cry of the poor will also cry himself and not be answered.”


(14)  Imprecatory prayers are legal and valid for other dispensations, but not for the Church Age believer.  Therefore, imprecatory prayers are not answered by God.



(15)  One of the greatest problems related to prayer is concentration.  All forms of worship are a concentration test.  There is a direct relationship between concentration in Bible study under the ministry of the Holy Spirit and concentration in prayer under the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
3.  “He hears us.”

a.  This doesn’t mean that God just hears and does nothing.  It means that God hears and acts upon the request.  God pays very close attention to the requests of believers who are obedient to His will.  There is nothing He will not do for them, because they care enough to do what He wants.  If we care enough to do what God wants, He cares enough to hear our requests and act upon them.  If we care enough to learn the protocols of prayer, then God cares enough to give us even greater grace in prayer.

b.  God is deaf to the prayers of the believer in perpetual carnality and Christian degeneracy.  God never ignores the prayer requests of positive, growing, and mature believers.


c.  God has promised that He will hear us, just as He has promised He will save us.  Both require the same confidence in God keeping His word.



(1)  Mt 7:7, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.”


(2)  Jn 14:13, “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”


(3)  1 Jn 3:22, “and whatever we ask, we receive from Him, because we persist in obeying His commands and we keep on doing what is pleasing in His judgment.”
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