1 John 5:13



- is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “these things” and refers to what John has previously written in this letter.  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the past, completed action, which is brought out in the translation by the auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that John has produced the action of writing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the members of the churches in Asia Minor, where he has formerly been ministering until his exile to the island of Patmos.  This is followed by the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  Then we have the second person plural perfect active subjunctive from the verb OIDA, which means “to know.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being as a result of a past action.


The active voice indicates that the believers to whom John writes produce the action of knowing something.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form the purpose clause.  The subjunctive mood is also a potential subjunctive, indicating that the volition of these believers is involved in what they know or don’t know.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, which is translated “that” and is used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that mental activity.

“I have written these things to you in order that you might know that”
- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ, meaning “life” and the adjective AIWNIOS, meaning “eternal.”  With this we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”

The present tense is an aoristic, gnomic, static present for a timeless fact that will always be true.  It is a state or condition that cannot and will not change.  It is an established fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  It is and always will be what it is.

The active voice indicates that the people to whom John writes produce the action of having eternal life.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“you have eternal life,”
- is the appositional dative masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The article in the dative refers back to the dative of indirect object SU = to you.  It is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “to you who.”  It also substantivizes the participle, making it the indirect object of the main verb ‘I have written’.


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action of believing as a current fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the people to whom John writes produce the action of believing in Christ.


The participle is circumstantial in its verbal aspect, and a direct object in its substantival aspect.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place or direction from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA, meaning “in the person.”  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “of the Son.”  Finally, we have the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”
“to those who believe in the person of the Son of God.”
1 John 5:13 corrected translation
“I have written these things to you who believe in the person of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life.”
Explanation:
1.  “I have written these things to you who believe in the person of the Son of God,”

a.  John continues with a declaration explaining why he has written this last section (verses 11-12) to these believers.

b.  John has written these things, but he has done so through the inspiration of God the Holy Spirit.  God motivated John to write, and used John’s personality, literary style, vocabulary, and emotion to convey God’s complete thought to us.

c.  John has written to the members of the various churches in Asia Minor to whom he has been ministering over the last few years.  But John has also been writing to every believer of the Church, who will ever read and study the word of God.  John’s comments are directed toward those who have believed in the person of the Son of God; that is, Jesus Christ.


d.  Scripture is not written to unbelievers, but to believers.  Scripture is God’s message to mankind in general to see, understand, and acknowledge the person and work of Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world, but specifically it is written to believers for their edification and spiritual growth.


e.  God has a detailed message for those who believe in Jesus Christ as the Messiah, the Son of God having come to earth to provide eternal life.  That message is contained in the letters written by the authors of the New Testament Scriptures.  Now John tells us the purpose of that message.
2.  “in order that you may know that you have eternal life.”

a.  John’s purpose in writing verses 11-12 was to ensure that these believers had absolute confidence in the fact that they have eternal life.

b.  The false doctrine was already in existence, when John wrote, that believers could lose their eternal life by doing something wrong or not doing something right.


c.  John combats this false doctrine with the correct teaching about eternal life, in order that these believers might know for a fact (that will not change) that they have eternal life.


d.  Once God gives eternal life, we have it.  The problem is that many believers listen to false teaching and become confused and afraid that they can lose or have lost their eternal life.


e.  It is impossible to lose eternal life, once God has given it.  That has been the whole point of John’s teaching in verses 11-13.


f.  John’s teaching is the foundation for the doctrine of eternal security, which is always being attacked by legalistic false-teachers and legalistic believers.
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