1 John 5:12



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and can be translated “the one who” or “He who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on; that is, it describes the current state of affairs.


The active voice indicates that the believer in Jesus Christ produces the action of having something.


The participle is circumstantial in its verbal aspect, but has been substantivized by the article, so that it functions as the subject of this clause.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son” and referring to the one and only Son of God, Jesus Christ.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the one who has the Son produces the action of having something else.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article, used as a demonstrative pronoun (translated ‘this’) and the noun ZWĒ, which means “life” and refers to the eternal life mentioned in the previous verse 
“He who has the Son has this life.”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb ECHW with the negative MĒ, which means “to not have.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and can be translated “the one who” or “He who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on; that is, it describes the current state of affairs.


The active voice indicates that the unbeliever produces the action of not having something.


The participle is circumstantial in its verbal aspect, but has been substantivized by the article, so that it functions as the subject of this clause.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son” with the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “of God,” referring to the one and only Son of God the Father, Jesus Christ.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article, used as a demonstrative pronoun (translated ‘this’) and the noun ZWĒ, which means “life” and refers to the eternal life.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW with the absolute negative OUK, meaning “to not have.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the one who does not have the Son produces the action of definitely not having eternal life.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“He who does not have the Son of God does not have this life.”
1 John 5:12 corrected translation
“He who has the Son has this life.  He who does not have the Son of God does not have this life.”
Explanation:
1.  “He who has the Son has this life [eternal life].”

a.  John continues his explanation of the testimony of God concerning the humanity of Jesus Christ with a further explanation of what the ramifications are of believing this testimony of God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.

b.  The member of the human race who has a relationship with the Son by trusting in Him has the eternal life John has previously described in verse 11.

c.  Having a relationship with the Son of God means having the eternal life of God.


d.  Entering into a relationship with God the Son means sharing the eternal life of God the Son as well as having the eternal life promised by God the Father.


e.  Having the Son means having a relationship with God the Son.


f.  John makes a dogmatic statement here that the person who has a relationship with the Son of God has eternal life.  The latter comes automatically with the former.  You cannot have a relationship with Jesus Christ without having eternal life given to you by God the Father and sharing the eternal life of Jesus Christ.


g.  Only those who believe in Christ; that is, have confidence in the Son, have a relationship with the Son.  Having the Son means believing in the Son.



(1)  Jn 3:15, “so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life.”


(2)  Jn 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His uniquely-born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”


(3)  Jn 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.”

h.  Believing, trusting, having confidence in the Son is a guarantee of eternal life.  Our eternal life is guaranteed by God, because we had confidence and trust in the person and work of Christ just one time in our life.  At that moment God changed our life forever, and that change cannot be undone by God or us or anyone else.  Rom 8:38-39, “Therefore, I stand convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor rulers of angels, neither current events, nor future events, nor demonstrations of power, neither heaven nor hell nor any other created thing shall be able to separate us from the love of God [the Father], which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
2.  “He who does not have the Son of God does not have this life.”

a.  The converse or opposite of what John has just said is also dogmatically true.  The person who does not have a relationship with Jesus Christ by believing, trusting, or having confidence in Him does not have this eternal life.

b.  The unbeliever does not have eternal life and will never have eternal life with God until they have faith, trust, or confidence in the person and work of Jesus Christ as the eternal Son of God.

c.  The unbeliever must recognize that Jesus is eternal God, and that He became true humanity, in order to go to the Cross and receive the imputation of the sins of the world and their judgment, so that he might have eternal life.  Until the unbeliever changes his mind about the person and work of Jesus Christ, he will continue to remain without eternal life.


d.  The unbeliever has no relationship with the Son of God.  They reject the fact that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  Therefore, having rejected having a relationship with the Son of God, the unbeliever dogmatically cannot and will not have eternal life.  They will live forever in an eternal body of some type, but will not have the eternal life of happiness with God in a state of no more sorrow, no more pain, and no more death.


e.  The unbeliever lives eternally in a state of pain, tears, sorrow, and continued spiritual death.  This is the opposite of eternal life.  The ‘eternal life’ of the unbeliever is continual pain, crying, and being sorry for their failure to trust in God.  There is nothing enjoyable about any part of their miserable existence.  They will suffer alone, with no one to talk to, no one to comfort them, no one to share their suffering, in chains of darkness.  They will be alone with their thoughts forever.  They will have no memory of anything pleasant.  They will only think about why they did not believe in Christ.  What a contrast to eternal life with Jesus Christ.


f.  Eternal life with God is the single most important issue for every member of the human race, which is why we are commanded to be ambassadors for Christ and not be willing that any should perish.


g.  We should never wish the eternal lake of fire on anyone.  God certainly does not.  However, those who fail to believe in Christ will get exactly what they deserve.  They did not want eternal life, so they will get the only existence which is left to them—eternal condemnation with Satan and the angels who followed him.
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