1 John 5:11



- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact” and introducing something noteworthy.  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” and referring to what is about to be said in the following context.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic or gnomic present for a general, universal, timeless fact.

The active voice indicates that what is about to be said produces the action of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of truth.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun MARTURIA, which means “the testimony” and refers to the testimony of all three members of the Trinity and every person who has believed in Christ.

“In fact, this is the testimony,”
- is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “namely, that” when used after demonstrative pronouns to explain the content of that to which the demonstrative refers.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ and the adjective AIWNIOS, which means “eternal life.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the action of God into a whole and emphasizes the conclusion or results of that completed action.  This culminative aspect is brought out in translation by the use of the auxiliary verb “has.”

The active voice indicates that all three members of the Trinity have contributed to producing the action of giving the believer eternal life.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”
“namely, that God has given to us eternal life,”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS with the article and noun ZWĒ, which means “this life.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere/place from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the possessive genitive of the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “in the sphere of His Son” and referring to our intimate, personal relationship with the Son of God the Father, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that this eternal life produces the action of being in the sphere of God the Father’s Son, Jesus Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of Bible doctrine.

“and this life is in His Son.”
1 John 5:11 corrected translation
“In fact, this is the testimony, namely, that God has given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact, this is the testimony, namely, that God has given to us eternal life,”

a.  John continues with a explanation of “the testimony, which God has testified concerning His Son.”  The testimony which God has testified concerning His Son is that God has given to us eternal life through our relationship with His Son.

b.  Eternal life is a fact and a certainty in the mind of John.  It is a gift that he and all other believers have received from God.  This gift from God is given to us the moment we believed in Christ.  This gift is the fulfillment of God’s promise to the human race that anyone who believes in Christ will have eternal life.


c.  This promise from God the Father was the central message of our Lord’s ministry, and has been proclaimed ever since by those who have believed in Christ.


d.  He who believes in the Son of God has this testimony (that God has given to us eternal life) in himself.  (Verse 10a)


e.  God has given us eternal life.  It is a culminative aorist tense, which emphasizes a past, completed action.



(1)  God will not give us eternal life in the future, such as at the point of death or at the point of resurrection.  He has already given us eternal life.



(2)  The imputation or giving of eternal life already occurred at the point of faith in Christ.



(3)  It is a past, completed act.  The giving of eternal life is a done deed.  It is finished.  It is over.  It is done and cannot be changed, because God is immutable.



(4)  God cannot and will not undo what He does.  He has already given us eternal life at the point of our faith in Christ, and cannot and will not ever take that eternal life away.  We cannot lose our eternal salvation, our eternal life.  To think so is blasphemy against the immutable essence of God.


f.  God has testified that He has given us eternal life.  He cannot change His testimony.  To do so would make God a liar in the Supreme Court of Heaven.


g.  If a single person “loses their salvation,” then God is a liar and Satan wins the angelic conflict.  Therefore, for any believer to reject their eternal security is blasphemy.  They are siding with Satan against God in the courtroom of human history.  They are testifying on behalf of Satan against the immutable essence of God.


h.  If God fails to keep a single promise of eternal life to a single person who believed in Christ, then God has lied about His promise of eternal life.  He has not given it, but taken it away, which makes God a liar.


i.  Therefore, the testimony of God is that He has given us eternal life, and there is nothing in heaven or on earth that can possibly change that fact.

2.  “and this life is in His Son.”

a.  John continues with a further explanation that this life, which is our eternal life, exists within our relationship with God the Father’s Son.

b.  1 Jn 5:12, “He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.”  This life is eternal life and eternal life resides in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ as eternal God.


c.  This eternal life is the promise of God the Father as a part of His eternal plan for human history, with His purpose being to provide this eternal life to all who believe in His Son.


d.  All Church Age believers are in union with Christ, which means that we share everything our Lord has.  He has eternal life; therefore, we share His eternal life.  Thus we have a double portion of eternal life.



(1)  We have the eternal life given to us by God the Father, and 



(2)  we share the eternal life by virtue of being in union with God the Son.


e.  Jn 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”  Obeying the Son means believing in Him as all three members of the Trinity have commanded.

f.  Eternal life is and always has been in Jesus Christ as eternal God.  But eternal life is and always will be in the perfect humanity of Jesus Christ in hypostatic union as God the Father’s Son.


g.  God the Father has given to us the very life that has, is, and always will exist in the Lord Jesus Christ, as the guarantee of our eternal existence with Him in heaven forever.
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