1 John 5:10
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- is the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and can be translated either “the one who” or “he who.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for the statement of a simple fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the person herein described produces the action of believing.


The participle is circumstantial and substantivized by the article as the subject.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction, indicating the direction or location into which a person puts their faith, trust, confidence, or belief.  With the preposition we have the accusative masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “in the Son.”  With this we also have the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which portrays the action of having as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the person who believes in the Son of God produces the action of having something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the article used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “this” and the noun MARTURIA, meaning “testimony.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “in himself.”
“He who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in himself;”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb PISTEUW with the negative MĒ, which means “to not believe.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and can be translated either “the one who” or “he who.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for the statement of a simple fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the person herein described produces the action of not believing.


The participle is circumstantial and substantivized by the article as the subject.
Then we have the dative of direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  This is followed by the double accusative of personal and impersonal object from the masculine singular noun PSEUSTĒS (the impersonal object), meaning “a liar” and the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun (the personal object), meaning “Him” and referring to God.  With this we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means here “to make.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the person who does not believe the testimony of God concerning His Son produces the action of making God the Father a liar about His Son.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“he who does not believe God has made Him a liar,”
- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” followed by the absolute negative OU, meaning “not” and the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The perfect tense is consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action and is translated with the auxiliary verb “has.”

The active voice indicates that the person who does not believe the testimony of God concerning His Son produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction from the feminine singular article and noun MARTURIA, which means “in the testimony.”
“because he has not believed in the testimony”
- is the accusative of apposition (with the previous accusative feminine singular noun MARTURIA) and direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb MARTUREW, which means “to testify.”

The perfect tense is consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action of having testified concerning His Son.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “God.”  Finally, we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “concerning or about the Son.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His” and referring to God the Father.

“which God has testified concerning His Son.”
1 John 5:10 corrected translation
“He who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony, which God has testified concerning His Son.”
Explanation:
1.  “He who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in himself;”

a.  The person who believes in the Son of God is a person who has believed in both the person and the work of Christ.

b.  Believing in the Son of God means:


(1)  Believing that Jesus was the eternal Son of God.



(2)  Believing that Jesus was the true human Son of Man.



(3)  Believing that Jesus was therefore eternal God incarnate in the human person of Jesus.



(4)  Believing that the humanity of Christ went to the Cross and died spiritually as a substitute for us by bearing our sins and being judged for them.



(5)  Believing that the true humanity of Jesus died a literal, physical death.



(6)  Believing that the real humanity of Jesus was raised from the dead in an eternal resurrection body.



(7)  Believing that the real humanity of Jesus Christ in resurrection body ascended into heaven and was accepted into the place of highest honor at the right hand of God the Father.


c.  The person who believes these things has the same testimony in himself that God the Father and God the Holy Spirit have within themselves.


d.  Therefore, every one who believes in Christ has the same eternal testimony against Satan that all three members of the Trinity have.


e.  The testimony of God is absolute truth, which means the testimony of the believer is also absolute truth.

f.  The greatest truth that exists in the universe and in all of human history is the truth of the person and work of Jesus Christ.


g.  To have this greatest truth within you is the greatest thing you will ever do as a human being.  Everything you ever do after believing in Christ is greater grace and greater glorification of God.  Our simple agreement with God in believing in the person and work of Jesus Christ is the simplest yet greatest thing we will ever do as believers.

h.  God has made belief in His Son the simplest and greatest thing in the history of the world, and anyone has the privilege and opportunity to share in this belief.

2.  “he who does not believe God has made Him a liar,”

a.  The person who does not believe in the testimony of God concerning the person and work of Jesus Christ is an unbeliever.  The unbeliever makes God a liar by not believing.

b.  The unbeliever’s unbelief is his statement that what God says about the person and work of Christ is not true.



(1)  The unbeliever believes that Jesus was not really a man, or if he was a man, he certainly wasn’t God’s eternal Son.



(2)  The unbeliever believes that Jesus did not bear any sins on the Cross; instead, He was simply punished as a misguided religious fanatic, who probably had delusions of grandeur.



(3)  The unbeliever believes that Jesus probably didn’t die physically on the Cross, but only faked his death with chemicals or some other trick.



(4)  The unbeliever believes that Jesus did not come back from the grave in resurrection, but was never really dead in the first place.


c.  Therefore, the unbeliever passes judgment on the testimony of God about the truth, saying that the truth is a lie.  The unbeliever rejects the truth in order to believe the lie.


d.  By rejecting the truth, the unbeliever is in effect attempting to make God a liar.  The unbeliever cannot make God a real liar.  He can only attempt to do so by rejecting what God says.
3.  “because he has not believed in the testimony, which God has testified concerning His Son.”

a.  John then explains what he means, so there will be no misunderstanding.

b.  The unbeliever attempts to make God a liar because the unbeliever has not believed in God’s testimony concerning His Son, Jesus Christ.

c.  The unbeliever does not believe God the Father’s statement at our Lord’s baptism by John or on the Mount of Transfiguration that Jesus was His Son in whom He was well-pleased.


d.  The unbeliever does not believe God the Holy Spirit’s witness to the facts of the person and work of Christ in the Spirit’s ministry of common grace to the unbeliever when he hears the gospel proclaimed.


e.  The unbeliever does not believe our Lord’s own testimony about Himself to the effect that He is truly human, that He is truly the Son of God, that He came to die spiritually for the sins of the world, that He died physically and was raised from the dead, and that He goes to the Father.


f.  The unbeliever has not believed anything any member of the Trinity has ever said about the person and work of Christ, which is why they will spend eternity in a literal lake of fire.


g.  Unbelievers are judged by God, not for their behavior on earth, good or bad, but their attitude toward the testimony of God concerning His Son.  None of us can reject what God has to say without eternal repercussions.  We cannot reject the word of God, the commands or God, or the testimony of God without punishment from the justice of God.  We cannot ignore God and get away with it.


h.  The testimony in Satan’s appeal trial is far too important to be passed off as being of no consequence.  The consequences are real and eternal, and those consequences are directly related to the question, “What do you think about Christ?”

i.  So we will either have the testimony of God in ourselves concerning God’s Son or we will not.  God leaves the choice up to us.  We can either attempt to make God a liar and suffer eternally for it, or we can agree with God about Jesus Christ and live forever in a place of no more sorrow, no more tears, no more pain, the old things have passed away.

j.  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.
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