1 John 4:5



- is the nominative subject from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “They” and referring to the antichrist/false-prophets who are in the world or cosmic system of Satan.  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin or source from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMIS, meaning “from the world” or cosmic system of Satan.  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “they are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a general, timeless fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that these antichrist/false-teachers produce the action of being from the cosmic system of Satan.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“They are from the cosmic system.”
- is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which is an idiom used “in real and supposed answers and inferences, meaning: therefore.”
  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “from the world” or the cosmic system of Satan.  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “speak, express oneself.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a present, general, timeless fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that these false teachers and evangelists of Satan produce the action of speaking from the source of the cosmic system; that is, they teach the false doctrines of Satan.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“Therefore, they speak from the source of the cosmic system”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, which means “the world,” that is, the cosmic system of Satan.  Then we have the genitive direct object from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them.”  Some verbs (such as AKOUW, which follows) have a root idea or meaning which is so closely related to the root idea of the genitive (description, definition) that they take their direct object in the genitive rather than the accusative case.
  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear; to pay attention to by listening, listen to Jn 6:60b; 9:31; 11:41f; 1 Jn 5:14f; to hear and understand a message, understand 1 Cor 14:2; Gal 4:21; Mt 11:15; 13:9, 13, 43; Mk 4:9, 23; Lk 8:8; 14:35; Rev 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22; 13:9.”

“and the cosmic system hears and understands them.”
1 John 4:5 corrected translation
“They are from the cosmic system.  Therefore, they speak from the source of the cosmic system and the cosmic system hears and understands them.”
Explanation:
1.  “They are from the cosmic system.”

a.  The subject of this sentence are the antichrist/false-prophets mentioned in verse 1 (“because many false-prophets have gone out into the world”) and verse 3 (“every spirit [charismatic speaker] who does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God”).

b.  These evangelists and teachers of Satan are a part of his system.  They originate from his system.  They are trained and developed within his system.  They encourage others to remain in his system.

c.  The cosmic system is the normal life that all unbelievers live, which is a life totally apart from a relationship with God.

d.  Satan’s system includes all the rules, regulations, and ‘proper things’ that society says a person must do in order to ‘get along well’ in the world.


e.  Satan uses whatever is necessary within his system to control and manipulate others.


f.  Satan’s evangelists and false teachers come in many forms:



(1)  Parents without establishment principles.



(2)  Teachers and professors, who believe in all the academic speculation of the cosmic system, are instructors within the cosmic system.


(3)  ‘Preachers’, ‘healers’, ‘miracle workers’, etc. are all part of Satan’s cosmic counterfeit to the evangelists and pastor-teachers of the spiritual life of the Church.


(4)  Many scientists and researchers are from the cosmic system and do the work necessary to explain or improve the cosmic system from Satan’s point of view.



(5)  Many government employees and leaders are the managers of the cosmic system.


g.  People from every walk of life, doing every kind of job in the world, are providing some sort of service as a part of Satan’s cosmic system.  It is virtually impossible to avoid contributing to Satan’s system in some way, if you live in this world.  This is why it is so critical for believers to learn about the cosmic system and the thinking of the cosmic system and do as much as they possibly can to not get caught up in it.

2.  “Therefore, they speak from the source of the cosmic system”

a.  John now comes to a conclusion based on everything he has said up to this point.  The conclusion is that these false-prophets; that is, the many antichrists who have gone out into the world as Satan’s teachers and evangelists talk about and teach the things which they have learned from within the cosmic system.

b.  For example, unbelievers grow up in a secular world, learning about the non-creation of the universe and evolution.  They go through an extensive educational process where this information from the cosmic system is inculcated into their souls as though it were absolute truth instead of human viewpoint academic speculation.  So when these unbelievers talk about these so-called ‘truths’ with other people within the cosmic system, the other people understand exactly what they are talking about and totally agree with them.


c.  The same thing occurs in the religious realm of the cosmic system.  Satanic religion teaches people to tolerate all others regardless of their beliefs.  Everyone agrees that all religions point to the same ‘god’.  What they don’t realize is that Satan is that ‘god’.

d.  People are inculcated into false doctrines, which are regarded as universal truths in the cosmic system.  These beliefs are passed on from one generation to the next, while divine establishment principles are disregarded from one generation to the next.


e.  These false-teachers teach what they have learned all their life from their parents, teachers, coaches, society, friends, co-workers, etc.  They are also specially trained in satanic false doctrine through many of these same sources, especially in the world of academia.


f.  But the main thrust of what these false-teachers hear and teach is what they hear from the lust pattern of their own sin nature and what they want from the lust pattern of their sin nature.  They are a law unto themselves and teach others to be a law unto themselves.


g.  Other examples of this same concept are given by John in:



(1)  Jn 3:31, “He who comes from above is above all, he who is of the earth is from the earth and speaks from the source of the earth.  He who comes from heaven is above all.”  These false-teachers speak from the source of the earth, which is synonymous with speaking from the source of the cosmic system.


(2)  Jn 8:44, “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him.  Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”  These false-teachers speak from their own nature, just as their father the devil speaks from his own nature.  And what is their own nature?  Their own nature is their old sin nature.

h.  Therefore, speaking from the source of one’s sin nature (that is, the area of strength, the area of weakness, and the lust pattern) is speaking from the source of the cosmic system.

i.  The sin nature is educated and inculcated with the principle and beliefs of the cosmic system from birth.  Then as a person attains physical maturity, they express all the principles and beliefs of the cosmic system they have accepted and agreed to as a part of the norms and standards of their sin nature.


j.  Each person has their satanically inspired system of beliefs, with which other people in the cosmic system understand and agree.


k.  Thus the belief system of Satan is taught, trained, and inculcated into the souls of the unsuspecting from birth until the new birth.


l.  The sad thing is that many believers, who have been freed from the cosmic system at regeneration, reject the new system of thinking contained in Church Age doctrines and return to the thinking of the cosmic system.
3.  “and the cosmic system hears and understands them.”

a.  People in the cosmic system listen to and understand the evangelists and teachers of the cosmic system because they have all been inculcated into Satan’s way of thinking.

b.  People hear the principles they have been taught from birth about what they are supposed to believe and accept.  They continue to accept and believe these principles, often because it is what everyone else believes and says is true.

c.  The audience of the cosmic evangelists are those who already believe that there are many ways to get to heaven, and not just faith alone in Christ alone.


d.  The audience of the cosmic evangelists already believe that everyone eventually goes to heaven no matter what, because God is a God of love.


e.  Unbelievers hear this drivel from false-teachers in pulpits and believe it, because this is what their sin nature wants to hear and believe.

f.  Therefore, the lust pattern of the sin natures of the audience of the false-teachers agrees wholeheartedly with the false-teaching drooling from the mouths of these false-teachers and understands them perfectly.  Their lust pattern wants the same thing as the lust pattern of the false-teacher—to be free and independent of God to do whatever they want without interference from the justice of God.


g.  This explains why false-teachers get such a large following so easily and quickly—two sin natures are communicating perfectly.  One sin nature is speaking and the other sin nature is listening to what it so desperately wants to hear.

h.  The person’s sin nature desires desperately to hear what it has always wanted to hear—the justification to do what it wants in the first place.  Therefore, the person accepts and believes immediately the false doctrine.  They now have someone who will give them the justification for believing what they want to believe and doing what they want to do.  Therefore, the false-teacher gets a large following quickly and easily.


i.  Satan’s false-teachers teach self-justification, which is exactly what the lust pattern of the sin nature wants to hear.  Therefore, when false doctrine is taught, the sin nature listens intently, understands what it hears, and believes it.  The person in the cosmic system has heard and understood the false-teacher.
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