1 John 4:3



- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular adjective PAS and the noun PNEUMA, meaning “every spirit” and referring to a human being, claiming to be a communicator from God.  Then we have the appositional nominative from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who,” followed by the negative MĒ with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb HOMOLOGEW, which means “to not acknowledge, claim, profess.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what this person who is not from God is described as not doing.


The active voice indicates that the spirit or person who is not from God produces the action of not acknowledging the true humanity of Jesus.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  This is followed by the prepositional phrase EK plus the ablative of origin or source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “from God.”  Finally, we have the absolute negative OUK plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “is not.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that every person that does not acknowledge that Jesus is true humanity produces the action of not being from God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“and every spirit who does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God.”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this one” and referring to the spirit or person who does not acknowledge that Jesus was true humanity.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the person who does not acknowledge Jesus produces the action of being something, which is about to be described.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular article, which points back to the neuter singular noun PNEUMA (spirit in the sense of a person or personality), meaning “the one.”  The noun is omitted deliberately here for dramatic effect.  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun ANTICHRISTOS, which means “belonging to Antichrist” and is used by John in 1 Jn 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 Jn 7.  The word is a technical title for Satan’s man of sin, who is indwelt and empowered by Satan, and is described in Rev 12-14.
“Furthermore, this one is the one belonging to Antichrist,”
- is the adverbial accusative of reference from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “with reference to whom, about whom or concerning whom” and referring to the person of the Antichrist.  Then we have the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  John has probably taught them in the past about this subject, but they were first taught about Satan’s man of sin from the teaching of Paul and his letters (1 Thes).


The active voice indicates that the believers to whom John writes have produced the action in the past of hearing about the Antichrist.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that.”  It is used after verbs of sensory activity to indicate the content of that sensory activity; that is, what these believers have heard in the past about the Antichrist.  Then we have the third person singular present deponent middle indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The present tense is a gnomic/aoristic present tense, which describes the action as a maxim, a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.

The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—the Antichrist produces the action of coming.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“about whom you have heard that he is coming,”
- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and in fact.”  Then we have the adverb of time NUN, meaning “now,” followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “in the world” and referring to Satan’s cosmic system.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “he is.”

The present tense is a descriptive and aoristic present for what is now going on or currently exists.


The active voice indicates that the Antichrist produces the action of already being in the world right now during the Church Age.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Finally, we have the adverb of time ĒDĒ, which means “already.”
“and in fact now he is already in the world.”
1 John 4:3 corrected translation
“and every spirit who does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God.  Furthermore, this one is the one belonging to Antichrist, about whom you have heard that he is coming, and in fact now he is already in the world.”
Explanation:
1.  “and every spirit [charismatic speaker] who does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God.”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  John finishes the thought begun in the last verse: “By this recognize the spirit [person] from God: every spirit who acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit [charismatic speaker] who does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God.”

b.  There are charismatic speakers, who are false teachers, who do not acknowledge the true humanity of Jesus Christ.

c.  False teachers are characterized by not acknowledging our Lord Jesus Christ as either being truly human  or as being truly God.


d.  It is never the dynamics of the eloquent speaker or his pleasing personality, but the content of the message that counts.


e.  In the case of the spirit/person who does not acknowledge the true humanity of Jesus Christ this person is definitely not from the origin of God.


f.  God the Father and God the Holy Spirit only send speakers who acknowledge the true humanity of Christ and the fact that our Lord is truly God incarnate in the flesh.

g.  Therefore, we have two kinds of ‘spiritual’ or ‘religious’ communicators in the world:


(1)  Those sent from God, who acknowledge the true humanity of Jesus as the Son of God.



(2)  Those sent from Satan, such as the Antichrist or the man of sin, who is the leader of ecumenical religion during the Tribulation, and denies that the Son of God has come in the flesh as true humanity.
2.  “Furthermore, this one is the one belonging to Antichrist,”

a.  John continues with a statement concerning the origin or source of the charismatic, eloquent, false-prophets.

b.  The false-teachers or false-prophets in this world are those who do not accept the true humanity and/or the deity of Christ.

c.  These false-prophets/teachers belong to the Antichrist.  Antichrist is a title for Satan manifest in the world in the person of the man of sin during the Tribulation.  This is a satanic counterfeit of the incarnation of Christ.


d.  Satan has his teachers in the world, just as our Lord has his teachers in the world.


e.  Satan is the Antichrist and he has many antichrists working on his behalf, 1 Jn 2:18, “Children, it is the last time, and just as you have heard that antichrist will come, even now many antichrists exist; therefore we have come to know that it is the last time.”

f.  Not only do the many antichrists belong to Satan as the Antichrist, but also their false doctrine also belongs to Satan.  This false doctrine is the doctrine of demons, mentioned by Paul in 1 Tim 4:1.
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