1 John 4:18



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun PHOBOS, which means “intimidation, terror, fear, fright, apprehension, anxiety.”  Since this previous context deals with the subject of judgment before the evaluation throne of Christ, the noun PHOBOS used in this context refers to fear, apprehension, or anxiety regarding that judgment by our Lord.  This is followed by the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to exist.”

The present tense is a static present for a state that permanently exists.


The active voice indicates that fear produces the action of not existing somewhere.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, which means “in the sphere of unconditional love.”
“Fear does not exist in the sphere of unconditional love.”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But” and sets up a contrast between what has just been said and what is about to be said.  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and adjective TELEIOS, meaning “perfect, mature, or fully-developed” and the noun AGAPĒ, meaning “unconditional love.”  This is followed by the adverb of place EXW, which “pertains to a position outside an area or limits, as result of an action, translated out Jn 6:37; 9:34f; 11:43; 12:31; 13:28; 15:6; 18:29; 19:4, 5, 13; Rev 3:12; 1 Jn 4:18.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb BALLW, which means “to force out of or into a place: throw (away), drive out, expel Jn 15:6; throw into prison Mt 18:30; Rev 2:10.  It is used figuratively: love drives out fear 1 Jn 4:18.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, for a general, timeless fact that is always true.


The active voice indicates that fully-developed, mature unconditional love produces the action of driving fear out of the soul.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the article, used as a demonstrative pronoun pointing back to the original use of PHOBOS, and noun PHOBOS, meaning “this fear, apprehension, anxiety.”
“But fully-developed unconditional love drives out this apprehension,”
- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “because” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PHOBOS, meaning “fear, apprehension, or anxiety.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun KOLASIS, which means “punishment: fear has to do with punishment 1 Jn 4:18.”
  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have” in the sense “has to do with” or “involves.”

The present tense is a customary present for a state or condition that normally occurs.  Fear, anxiety, and apprehension is customarily associated with punishment.


The active voice indicates that fear, anxiety, and apprehension produces the action of normally having punishment involved as the motivation or cause of that fear.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what usually occurs in the soul of a person. 
“because fear has to do with punishment,”
- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present passive participle of the verb PHOBEW, which means “to be afraid.”

The article substantivizes the participle, functioning as the subject of the clause.  It is also used as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes the state or condition of the believer who has not learned or is not using unconditional love in his or her spiritual life.


The passive voice indicates that the believer described in this context produces the action of being afraid.


The participle is circumstantial in its verbal aspects and substantival.

Then we have the absolute negative OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb TELEIOW, which means “to be made perfect, to be matured, or to be fully-developed.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the completed state of a past action, which is brought out in the translation by the use of the auxiliary verb “has.”

The passive voice indicates that the fearful believer receives the action of not being fully-developed in the sphere of unconditional love.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, which means “in the sphere of unconditional love.”
“and the one who is afraid has not has been fully-developed in the sphere of unconditional love.”
1 John 4:18 corrected translation
“Fear does not exist in the sphere of unconditional love.  But fully-developed  unconditional love drives out this apprehension, because fear has to do with punishment, and the one who is afraid has not has been fully-developed in the sphere of unconditional love.”
Explanation:
1.  “Fear [anxiety in the day of judgment] does not exist in the sphere of unconditional love.”

a.  John continues by developing the concept of the thinking of the believer without confidence in the day of judgment.  This believer has an attitude of fear, anxiety, and apprehension about the day of judgment, when he will stand before the Lord Jesus Christ and be evaluated.  The reversionistic believer or believer in perpetual carnality is afraid of the judgment seat of Christ.  They know that things will not go well for them because they have not executed the will of God or developed unconditional love in their spiritual life.  Therefore, the degenerate Christian is afraid to appear before the evaluation throne of Christ.

b.  If this believer lived his spiritual in the sphere of unconditional love, then he would have no fear, anxiety, or apprehension concerning the day of evaluation.  When a believer lives their spiritual life in accordance with the will of God, they will learn the word of God and develop unconditional love for all in their soul.  This gradual development of unconditional love becomes fully-developed as we grow in grace and the knowledge of the thinking of Christ (Bible doctrine).  Once this unconditional love is fully-developed, we are no longer afraid of anything, especially not being evaluated by our Lord.


c.  Fear does not exist in unconditional love, because unconditional love is the execution of the same spiritual life which our Lord lived.  Fear does not exist in unconditional love, because we have absolute confidence that we have done the will of God and will be rewarded for it, when we live a life of unconditional love for all.

d.  God does not want anyone to fear Him or be anxious about being evaluated by Him after the exit-resurrection of the Church.  Our Lord wants us to obey His command to love one another with unconditional love, so that we will have no fear about being evaluated.


e.  There is an evaluation of each believer after the resurrection of the Church. 



(1)  Those who fail to live in the sphere of unconditional love for others are afraid of this evaluation, because they know they have disobeyed God.



(2)  Those who live in the sphere of unconditional love for others are not afraid of this evaluation, because living in the sphere of unconditional love has driven out any fear of evaluation.
2.  “But fully-developed [mature] unconditional love drives out this apprehension,”

a.  John continues by giving us the contrast with the carnal, reversionist, or degenerate believer and the mature believer.  The mature believer has fully-developed unconditional love.   His or her fully-developed unconditional love has been gradually developed during the course of their spiritual life by learning and applying the word of God.


b.  Fully-developed or mature unconditional love is the greatest love a believer can have.


(1)  It is the unfailing unconditional love for all others based upon the integrity of Bible doctrine in the soul.



(2)  It is the unfailing reciprocal love for God because of appreciation of His unfailing love for us.



(3)  It is the complete and total fulfillment of the law of God.



(4)  It is the ultimate execution of the spiritual life.



(5)  It is being filled up with all the fullness of God—PLĒRWMA status.


c.  Therefore, when a believer has fully developed unconditional love in his soul, he or she has absolutely no fear of God.  Instead, this believer has absolute confidence before God.


d.  How can we be afraid of God, when we understand how much God loves us with an unfailing love and respond to that love by obeying His command to love one another?  How can we be afraid of God, when we know we have done exactly what He has required of us?  How can we be afraid of being judged or evaluated by God, when we have a fully-developed personal love for Him and a fully-developed unconditional love toward others?


e.  As we develop reciprocal love for God we build up respect for God and drive out from our soul any fear of God.  As we develop unconditional love for others, we build up respect for the will of God and drive out any apprehension of God’s judgment.


f.  Those who are obedient to the will of God have no fear of the justice of God.

3.  “because fear has to do with punishment,”

a.  Then John gives us the reason why unconditional love drives out this apprehension.  Unconditional love drives out this fear, anxiety, or apprehension because fear, anxiety, and apprehension are associated with or deal with or are involved with punishment.

b.  The evaluation throne of Christ is not a place of punishment!  Our day of evaluation is not a day of punishment.  We are not punished at the judgment seat of Christ.  We are not punished at the evaluation throne of Christ.  We are not punished in resurrection body.


c.  There is no more crying, no more pain, no more sorrow in a resurrection body.  There is nothing to be afraid of at the evaluation throne of Christ, because it is an evaluation of what we did right, not what we did wrong.


d.  Personal sin is not mentioned at the evaluation throne of Christ; it was judged on the Cross.  Human good and evil is not mentioned at the evaluation throne of Christ; it is burned up, but we are not.


e.  No member of the royal family is ever punished after death.  We can only be punished during our human life.  Therefore, we have nothing to fear at the evaluation throne or judgment seat of Christ.


f.  However, the carnal, reversionistic believer lives a life of fear and anxiety about being punished at the evaluation throne of Christ, because they do not understand the unconditional, unfailing love of God.  Fear goes hand-in-hand with punishment.  When people do something wrong, they are afraid of being punished.  When a believer fails to learn and develop unconditional love as God has commanded them, they have fear of punishment.  But the punishment is going to come in time, not in eternity.


g.  Fully-developed unconditional love drives out fear, because fully-developed unconditional love knows it will never be punished by the unfailing love of God at the evaluation throne of Christ.
4.  “and the one who is afraid has not has been fully-developed in the sphere of unconditional love.”

a.  John adds a final thought, which is almost a parenthetical aside.

b.  The one who is afraid is the carnal, immature, reversionistic, degenerate Christian.  This believer is afraid of what God is going to do to him or her at the judgment seat, because they have totally failed to live the spiritual life of unconditional love and obey our Lord’s commands.


c.  They have not fully-developed unconditional love in their spiritual life, because they have learned nothing about unconditional love.  They have lived a life of negative volition to the word of God.


d.  The fearful believer has not fully-developed unconditional love for others, because they have been pre-occupied with themselves.  They are full of arrogance and self-absorption, which means that fear will rule their soul, since the old sin nature already controls their soul.

e.  The fearful believer has not even begun to develop unconditional love in their spiritual life.  They are living in a state of perpetual carnality from their fear.  The believer who is afraid of God has learned nothing about the unfailing love of God.  If we have believed in Christ, we have nothing to fear from God.  We respect God and must learn reciprocal love for God, but we are not to be afraid of God.


f.  God loves us.  God is not threatening us with punishment after death.  We have nothing to fear on the day of judgment before His evaluation throne.  That is a day of reward and blessing and appreciation of the unfailing, unconditional love of God.  Fully-developed unconditional love understands this and makes a believer appreciate God even more.

g.  The believer who is afraid is living in the cosmic system of Satan; therefore, it is impossible for them to fully-develop their unconditional love in the sphere of their very own spiritual life.
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