1 John 4:16
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- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore or Moreover.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “we” and refers to positive believers.  This is followed by the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know; to come to know.”

The perfect tense is consummative perfect, which emphasizes the completion of a past action.


The active voice indicates that positive believers have produced the action of coming to know something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe (in) something; to be convinced of something, with that which one believes (in) indicated by the accusative of the thing 1 Cor 13:7; ‘we believe in the love’ 1 Jn 4:16.”


The perfect tense is consummative perfect, which emphasizes the completion of a past action.


The active voice indicates that positive believers have produced the action of believing something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, meaning “unconditional love.”  Then we have the appositional accusative from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the love just mentioned.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is a durative present for what began in eternity past and continues right up to this moment in time.


The active voice indicates that all three members of the Trinity produce the action of having unconditional, unfailing love for the positive believer.


The indicative mood indicates that this statement is a fact and a reality.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in connection with.”  “In numerous passages, the preposition EN is used with verbs and nouns of the most varied sort, often without special emphasis, to indicate the scope within which something takes place or has taken place, or to designate something or someone as being in close association with Christ, and can be rendered, in connection with, in intimate association with.”

“Furthermore, we have come to know and have believed in the unconditional love, which God keeps having in connection with us.”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun AGAPĒ, which means “unconditional love.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic and gnomic or static present for a general, timeless, universal fact.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action of being what He is—unconditional love.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“God is unconditional love,”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb MENW, which means “to remain, reside, live, continue, abide.”

The article substantivizes the participle and functions as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a general, timeless fact without reference to the action’s beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the believer produces the action of residing or remaining.


The participle is circumstantial in its verbal aspect, but substantized by the article to make it the subject of the clause.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article used as a personal pronoun (“His”) and the noun AGAPĒ, meaning “in the sphere of His unconditional love.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “in intimate association with God.”
“and the one who resides in the sphere of His unconditional love remains in intimate association with God,”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “in him” and referring to the believer who continues to reside in sphere of unconditional love.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MENW, which means “to reside, remain, continue, abide.”

The present tense is a descriptive and progressive present for what is now going on and will continue to go on in the spiritual life of the believer with unconditional love toward all.


The active voice indicates that God the Holy Spirit produces the action of continues to reside in or fill the believer who executes the spiritual life by having unconditional love toward others.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and God [Holy Spirit] continues to reside in him.”
1 John 4:16 corrected translation
“Furthermore, we have come to know and have believed in the unconditional love, which God keeps having in connection with us.  God is unconditional love, and the one who resides in the sphere of His unconditional love remains in intimate association with God, and God  continues to reside in him.”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore, we have come to know and have believed in the unconditional love, which God keeps having in connection with us.”

a.  John continues with another declarative statement about the nature of positive, growing believers in the spiritual life.

b.  Positive, growing believers have come to know through their study of the word of God about the unconditional love of God.

c.  Positive, growing believers have believed in the unconditional love of God, because they have both seen it declared in the word of God, but also seen it function in their own spiritual lives.


d.  The believer in degeneracy and perpetual carnality has not believed in the unconditional love of God.  The growing and mature believer has believed in the unconditional love of God.


e.  Believing in God’s unconditional love means having confidence or trusting in God’s unfailing, unconditional love.


f.  Positive, growing believers have come to know that God keeps on having unconditional love in connective with them.


g.  Positive, growing believers have believed and continue to believe in the unconditional love God keeps on having in connective with them.


h.  John’s point here is that God keeps on having unconditional love toward all believers, even those in degeneracy and carnality, just as He does for those who are positive, growing, and in spiritual maturity.

i.  God keeps on having unconditional love in connective with the royal family because of who and what God is; that is, because God is love.

2.  “God is unconditional love,”

a.  John continues with a dogmatic statement of absolute truth concerning all three members of the Trinity.

b.  God is unconditional love.  He always has been; He is now; and He always will be unconditional love.

c.  God is unfailing, unconditional love.  This is why God’s love never fails, 1 Cor 13:8.

d.  This is the same statement that John presented in 1 Jn 4:8, “The one who does not love unconditionally [believer in cosmic system] has not come to know God, because God is love.”

e.  Related Scripture.


(1)  Dt 7:9, “Know therefore that the Lord your God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps His covenant and His unfailing love to a thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep His commandments.”


(2)  Neh 1:5, “I said, ‘I beseech You, O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who preserves the covenant and unfailing love for those who love Him and keep His commandments.”


(3)  Micah 7:18, “Who is a God like You, who pardons iniquity and passes over the rebellious act of the remnant of His possession?  He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in unchanging love.”


(4)  Rom 5:8, “But God demonstrates His own unconditional love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”


(5)  Rom 8:39, “nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the unconditional love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”


(6)  2 Cor 13:11, “Finally, brethren, be happy, be made complete, be encouraged, be in agreement, keep the peace, and then the God of unconditional love and peace (prosperity, harmony, reconciliation) will be with you.”


(7)  2 Cor 13:14, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the unconditional love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit [is] with all of you.”


(8)  Eph 2:4, “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great unconditional love with which He loved us,”


(9)  Eph 3:19, “and to know the unconditional love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.”


(10)  Eph 5:2, “and walk in love, just as Christ also unconditionally loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.”


(11)  Tit 3:4, “But when the kindness of God our Savior and His unconditional love for mankind appeared,”
3.  “and the one who resides in the sphere of His unconditional love remains in intimate association with God,”

a.  Having stated the principle that God is unfailing, unconditional love, John continues his thought by describing the believer who continues to live his spiritual life in the sphere of that unconditional love of God.

b.  The person who resides in the sphere of God’s unconditional love is the positive, growing believer, who is executing the spiritual life by obeying the commands and orders of God.

c.  The believer who continues to have confidence and trust in the unfailing love of God is motivated to do the will of God and obey His commands.


d.  The believer who lives in the sphere of God’s love lives in the sphere of the unique spiritual life of the Church Age.

e.  Our spiritual life is a spiritual life of believing in God’s unfailing love and demonstrating that same love unconditionally to others.  The spiritual life is all about God’s love for us and our love for others.


f.  The positive believer learns about God’s love, appreciates it, and makes decisions in life based upon God’s unfailing love for him or her.


g.  The negative believer does not care about God’s love for him or her and is not interested in demonstrating this same unconditional love toward others.


h.  The difference between living the spiritual life and not living the spiritual life is our attitude toward God’s love and how we behave toward others based upon that love.


i.  Residence in the sphere of God’s unconditional love means always having confidence in God’s unfailing love.  Residence in the sphere of God’s unconditional love means always having unconditional love toward others.


j.  When the believer resides in God’s unconditional love by having confidence in God and by unconditionally loving others, then obviously that believer is in fellowship with God.  To remain in intimate association with God means to remain in fellowship with God.

k.  The carnal believer has an association with God; for he is forever in union with Christ.   However, the carnal and degenerate believer does not have an intimate association with God, because to be really intimate with a person you must agree with them and think like them.


l.  God thinks in terms of unconditional love.  To be truly intimate with God we must think in terms of unconditional love as well.  The mature believer thinks in terms of unconditional love toward all, which is the greatest obedience to God’s commands and the ultimate execution of the spiritual life.


m.  Therefore, thinking, deciding, and acting based upon unconditional love keeps the believer in an intimate association with the One who loves him unconditionally.


n.  Unconditional personal love toward God and unconditional love toward others is the only way to remain in intimate association or fellowship with God.  The greatest divine production of the spiritual life is unconditional love toward others.  Everything else we do in the spiritual life must be motivated by our unconditional love.


o.  The real execution of the spiritual life is unconditional love toward all.  This is why our Lord said that the Mosaic Law was fulfilled by unconditional love toward all.  As Church Age believers we don’t fulfill the Mosaic Law, we live a spiritual life of unconditional love toward all.

p.  The believer who resides in the sphere of our Lord’s unconditional love lives the same spiritual life that our Lord lived, and therefore, remains in intimate association with God the Father, just as our Lord did in His true humanity.
4.  “and God [the Holy Spirit] continues to reside in him.”

a.  When the believer lives a spiritual life of unconditional love, then God the Holy Spirit is going to continue to empower and influence him to keep on executing the will of God to love unconditionally.

b.  God residing is synonymous with God filling and/or influencing the believer.  The filling of the Holy Spirit is the power for the execution of the spiritual life.  The execution of the spiritual life is our unconditional love toward others.  The Holy Spirit has been given to us so that we can learn about God’s love, appreciate God’s love, and then use this same kind of love in our relationship with others.


c.  So when we do what God wants with regard to unconditional love, God the Holy Spirit is going to keep pouring the power into us to love as God has commanded us.


d.  Our intimate fellowship with the Holy Spirit is based upon our understanding and attitude toward God’s unfailing, unconditional love.  When we commit personal sin, we obviously don’t care about God’s love for us, but only about what we want.  When we say ‘no’ to sin, we obviously care very much about God’s love for us, and continue to reside in the sphere of His love.
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