1 John 4:15



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” with the indefinite conjunction EAN, which is a “marker of the possibility of any number of occurrences of the same event, ever frequently used in place of the indefinite particle AN after relative pronouns, where HOS EAN = HOS AN as in Mt 5:19, 32.”
  Together these two words are translated “Whoever.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb HOMOLOGEW, which means “to acknowledge.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject ‘whoever’ produces the action of acknowledging something.


The subjunctive mood is potential, indicating that human volition is involved, so that some people will do this and some will not.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of speaking to indicate that content of what is said.  It is translated “that.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, which means “Jesus.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic and static present for a simple fact that is always true.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, which means “the Son.”  With this we have the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”
“Whoever acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God,”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “God” and refers to all three members of the Trinity.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “in him” and referring to the individual believer.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MENW, which means “to remain, reside, continue, live, abide.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and will continue throughout this believer’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action of residing in the believer.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“God keeps on residing in him”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “he” and referring to the believer who acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “in God.”
“and he in God.”
1 John 4:15 corrected translation
“Whoever acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God keeps on residing in him and he in God.”
Explanation:
1.  “Whoever acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God,”

a.  The subject of this statement is the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  The believer is the one who acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God.  The unbeliever does not believe, and therefore, does not acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God.

c.  The name ‘Jesus’ refers to the humanity of Christ.


d.  Therefore, John is stating here that a genuine believer is someone who recognizes and accepts the fact that the true humanity of Jesus Christ was also the eternal deity of the Son of God.  That is, this is another way of saying that a true believer is someone who recognizes and acknowledges that Jesus Christ was both truly human and was also truly deity—the doctrine of the hypostatic union.


e.  Acknowledging that Jesus is the Son of God means accepting and testifying to the fact that Jesus Christ was eternal God incarnate.  There were people in John’s day, who were already denying the deity of Jesus Christ.  John is combating this heresy with this statement.

f.  This is a similar statement to what John has previously said in:



(1)  1 Jn 2:23, “Everyone who disclaims association with the Son also does not have [fellowship with] the Father.  The one who acknowledges [professes allegiance to] the Son also has [fellowship with] the Father.”


(2)  and 1 Jn 3:23a, “Furthermore, this is His [the Father’s] mandate; namely, that we believe in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ.”


(3)  and 1 Jn 4:2, “By this recognize the spirit [person] from God: every spirit who acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God;”

i.  John will again address this issue in:



(1)  1 Jn 5:1, “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the Father loves the child born of Him.”


(2)  1 Jn 5:5, “Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?”

j.  Acknowledging Jesus as the Son of God was also demanded by Paul in Rom 10:9, “If you will acknowledge with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and if you will believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”

k.  Recognition of the humanity of Christ as also eternal God is necessary for eternal salvation.  Those who do not accept Jesus as eternal God are not saved.

2.  “God keeps on residing in him”

a.  The moment we believe in Christ we acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God.

b.  At that moment God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit all indwell or take up residence in the believer.

c.  Each member of the Trinity resides in the believer for definite reasons and purposes related to the plan of God, the security and blessing of the believer, and the resolution of the angelic conflict.


d.  The Significance of the Indwelling of God the Father.



(1)  The indwelling of the Father is related to the glorification of His plan for the Church Age, Eph 1.



(2)  The Father’s indwelling provides assurance regarding His work in eternity past on our behalf.  He is the author of our invisible spiritual assets, the grantor of our blessings for time and eternity, the mastermind of the divine plan, and the designer of our very own palace (the spiritual life in which we reside) by which we execute the spiritual life and will of God.


e  The Significance of the Indwelling of Christ.



(1)  The indwelling of Christ is a sign or badge of the royal family.



(2)  It is a guarantee of our invisible spiritual assets.



(3)  It is a guarantee of life after death in the presence of God.



(4)  It is the guarantee of our blessings as the depositary of those blessings and the escrow officer, who distributes those blessings.


(5)  The indwelling of Christ is the motivation for momentum in the spiritual life.



(6)  It is the basis for having a relationship with God over a relationship with people.


f.  The Significance of the Indwelling of God the Holy Spirit.



(1)  It is designed to construct a temple in our bodies for the indwelling of Jesus Christ.



(2)  It is designed to provide a base of operations for both the execution of the plan of God and the glorification of Christ in our bodies.


(3)  It is the foundation for the filling or influence of the Spirit in our spiritual life.


(4)  It is the foundation for the teaching ministry of the Spirit.

3.  “and he in God.”

a.  This is also mentioned by John in 1 Jn 2:24, “As for you, what [doctrinal teaching] you have heard from the beginning, it must keep on residing in you.  If what [doctrine] you have heard from the beginning has remained in you, you also will reside in intimate association with the Son and in intimate association with the Father.”

b.  The believer being in God is the doctrine of positional sanctification or positional truth and has to do with our intimate association and relationship with God the Father and God the Son.
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