1 John 3:7



- is the vocative neuter plural noun TEKNION, meaning (little) child; it is used only in familiar, loving address by our Lord or John to his spiritual children: Jn 13:33; 1 Jn 2:1, 12, 28; 3:7, 18; 4:4; 5:21.  The vocative case can be translated “My children.”  It is a term of endearment and affection by a teacher to his disciples under circumstances requiring a tender appeal or warning against spiritual dangers.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular negative cardinal adjective used as a substantive, meaning “no one.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active imperative from the verb PLANAW, which means “to mislead, deceive someone Mt 24:4f, 11, 24; Mk 13:5f; Jn 7:12; 1 Jn 2:26; 3:7; Rev 2:20; 12:9; 13:14; 19:20; 20:3, 8, 10.”


The present tense is customary present for a state or condition reasonably expected to occur throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.  It is translated by the word “let” in the third person, or “no one must deceive you.”
Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”
“My dear children, let no one deceive you;”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb POIEW, which means “the one who does, practices virtues Jn 3:21; 1 Jn 1:6; 2:29; 3:7, 10; Rev 22:11.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “who” and also functions to substantivize the participle.


The present tense is a descriptive or customary present for what is now going on or is reasonably expected to continue.


The active voice indicates that the believer produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial and functions as the subject of the clause.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “righteousness.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective DIKAIOS, which means “upright, righteous, or just.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the believer who practices righteousness produces the action of being righteous.

“the one who practices righteousness is righteous,”
- is the comparative conjunction KATHWS, which means “just as” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “He.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective DIKAIOS, meaning “righteous.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “is.”

The present tense is a aoristic or static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produces the action of being righteous.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“just as He is righteous.”
1 John 3:7 corrected translation
“My dear children, let no one deceive you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous.”
Explanation:
1.  “My dear children, let no one deceive you;”

a.  Having just discussed the negative believer, who lives in perpetual carnality rather than the spiritual life God has provided, John returns to addressing positive believers.  He does so by again addressing his remarks to those believers who are positive students to the teaching of the word of God like little children who love to learn anything taught to them by their parents and teachers.

b.  John gives us a command, which is also a warning.  We are commanded to not be deceived by others.

c.  The only way we can execute this command is by not listening to and believing the teaching of false teachers or friends and loved ones that would attempt to persuade us to depart from the correct teaching of the word of God.


d.  We are deceived when we allow others to deceive us.  We have to agree with their statements in order to be deceived.


e.  We cannot be deceived, if we know the truth.  And we only know the truth by continuing to learn doctrine from someone who not only has, but also correctly uses, his spiritual communication gift (apostle, prophet, pastor-teacher, evangelist).  Not all men with a communication spiritual gift use it correctly.

f.  Many false teachers have gone out into the world, and it is Satan’s objective to have them motivate us to stop listening to Bible doctrine and listen to his doctrine of demons.

g.  There will always be false teachers and false teaching, but we don’t have to listen to them and we don’t have to be deceived by them.  We have a choice and that choice protects us from deception.


h.  John now directs his comments toward a specific area of false teaching that deceives us.

2.  “the one who practices righteousness is righteous,”

a.  The main thing that false teachers teach is that there are other ways to live the spiritual life that produce what they call ‘righteousness.’

b.  There is only one true righteousness and that is the righteousness described by God in His Scriptures.

c.  There are many types of false or pseudo-righteousness, all which come from human viewpoint, human standards, human good, and therefore, from the evil system of thinking provided by Satan in the cosmic system.


d.  True righteousness is doing what God wants—executing the will of God.  Pseudo righteousness is doing what we want or what other people tell us we should do.  We will either listen to others or listen to the word of God.  The former will deceive us, the latter will not.


e.  Righteousness means doing what is right.  When we do what is right we are righteous experientially.  Doing what is right in God’s eyes produces a capacity of doing what is right.  This is called spiritual capacity righteousness.  Spiritual capacity righteousness is our capacity to do what is right based upon what the word of God teaches us.


f.  The believer who continually and consistently does what God wants has spiritual capacity righteousness.  He or she has the capacity for doing what is right; that is, doing what God wants.


g.  Positionally, we are righteous at the moment of salvation by faith in Christ, because God the Father imputes His very own righteousness to us when we believe in Christ for eternal salvation.


h.  Experientially, we are righteous by consistently learning and doing what God asks of us.

i.  Doing the will of God occasionally does not make us experientially righteous nor give us spiritual capacity righteousness.  Righteousness is something that is done consistently, habitually, and persistently.


j.  Doing what is right has to first be learned.  Then it has to be done deliberately with forethought—methodically and mechanically until it becomes a habit.  Take any physical skill in athletics as an example.  You begin by doing it slowly, deliberately, and breaking the skill down into its component parts, so that each movement is understood and accomplished as an individual piece.  Then you build one piece on another until the movement flows smoothly and correctly.  Then you practice doing that same movement thousands of times until you can accomplish it without thinking about it.  You just do it.  This is how executing the will of God must become for us.

k.  We must diligently and deliberately practice executing the will of God until it becomes a habit in our spiritual life.  For example, saying ‘no’ to any given temptation must be done deliberately and mechanically over and over again until it becomes a spiritual habit, an automatic response to that temptation.  Acknowledging our sins to God must be done methodically and mechanically at first until it becomes a spiritual skill.  Each of the problem solving devices of the plan of God must be done slowly and deliberately when first learning and using them, until they become a spiritual habit.


l.  Using the problem solving devices and spiritual skills of the spiritual life produce spiritual capacity righteousness in the Christian life.

3.  “just as He is righteous.”

a.  The perfect example for us in executing the spiritual life and functioning under the will of God was our Lord in His humanity during the First Advent.  He set the example for us and proved that the system God has designed works perfectly.

b.  Jesus Christ was and is righteous in all that He did in His perfect humanity.  This is the doctrine of the impeccability of Christ.  Our Lord was totally free of sin in every respect during His incarnation.  He did everything the Father wanted done and did it all perfectly and completely.   Our Lord always did exactly what was right and had complete authority from God the Father to do everything He did.


c.  Our Lord is perfect righteousness in His deity from eternity past, but He is also perfect righteousness in His humanity from the perfect execution of the will of God throughout His life.


d.  Our Lord had to learn and use the spiritual skills and problem solving devices of His prototype spiritual life (except the recovery procedure from personal sin) just as we have to learn and use the spiritual skills and problem solving devices of the operational spiritual life of the Church Age.


e.  One of the great deceptions of false teachers is that we are not excepted to live the spiritual life that our Lord lived.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  False teaching says that we should live a spiritual life of emotional idiocy from ‘the filling of the Spirit’.  At no time did our Lord ever ‘get the Ghost’, have His emotions take over control of His soul or body, speak in tongues, or fall on the ground and become emotionally out of control.  He lived a genuine spiritual life of learning, knowing, and doing the will of God.  That is the real spiritual life and the real righteousness of the spiritual life.

f.  We are not righteous when we are deceived by Satan or any of his false teachers.  We are only righteous when we live the same spiritual life that our Lord lived in obedience to the will, plan, and purpose of God the Father for our lives.
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