1 John 3:4



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “Every” plus the articular present active participle from the verb POIEW, which means “the one who does.”  However, when it is used with an object like HAMARIA, it means “to do, commit, be guilty of sins and vices Jn 8:34; 2 Cor 11:7; 1 Pet 2:22; 1 J 3:4, 8, 9; Jam 5:15.”


The article substantivizes the particle, making it a noun and subject of the clause.  It is also used as a relative pronoun, translated “Every one who.”

The present tense is a progressive present of duration, indicating a continuous condition or state.  This is talking about the believer who continually commits sin; hence, a believer in perpetual carnality as a condition of reversionism and Christian degeneracy in Satan’s cosmic system.


The active voice indicates that every believer in perpetual carnality produces this action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, which means “sin” and refers to personal sinning.  This is followed by the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ANOMIA, which means “lawlessness.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb POIEW, which again means “to do, commit, be guilty of sins and vices.”

The present tense is a progressive present of duration, indicating a continuous condition or state.


The active voice indicates that every believer in perpetual carnality produces this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“Every one who continuously commits sin also commits lawlessness;”
- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “in fact” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, which means “sin” and refers to personal sin.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic or gnomic present, for a present, timeless fact, state, or condition.  The emphasis is upon the fact and not its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that personal sin produces the action of being lawlessness.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the predicates nominative from the feminine singular article and noun ANOMIA, which means “lawlessness.”
“in fact sin is lawlessness.”
1 John 3:4 corrected translation
“Every one who continuously commits sin also commits lawlessness; in fact sin is lawlessness.”
Explanation:
1.  “Every one who continuously commits sin also commits lawlessness;”

a.  The subject “every one” refers to believers, but not all believers.  It refers to a special group of believers—those who live their life after salvation in a state of perpetual carnality.

b.  This believer is described here as someone who does, commits, or practices sin.

c.  All believers sin after salvation, because all of us still have an active sin nature.  Paul gives a perfect example of himself in Rom 7, and John has already established this principle in 1 Jn 1:8, “If we say that we do not have sin [a sin nature or personal sins], we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.”

d.  However, the present tense is key to understanding the concept here.



(1)  John does not have to make the point that all believers commit sin, he has already done that earlier in his letter (chapter one).


(2)  Instead John now returns to focusing on those carnal, degenerate believers he has been describing in detail in the previous chapter.  He returns to the issue of their problem of continuous sinning without using the recovery procedure he described in 1 Jn 1:9 of acknowledging their sins to God.



(3)  Therefore, the present tense is not just a gnomic present stating a timeless fact that all believers commit sin, but a progressive present for the fact that some believers become carnal and remain so for long periods of time because of failure to confess or name their sins to God.



(4)  Paul described this same situation among believers when he wrote to the Corinthians in 1 Cor 3:1-3.


e.  Continuous sinning is the state of perpetual carnality.



(1)  The carnal believer is described by Paul in 1 Cor 3:1-3, “But I, brethren, am not able to speak to you as spiritual, but as carnal, as infants in Christ.  I gave you milk to drink, not food; for you continued to not yet be able [to eat it].  But  even now, you are still not able.  For you are still carnal.  For since there is rivalry and strife among you, are you not carnal ones, in fact walking in the same manner as mankind?”


(2)  Perpetual carnality results from any believer failing or refusing to use the recovery procedure of the spiritual life described by John in 1 Jn 1:9, “If we admit our sins, He is faithful and righteous, with the result that He forgives us our sins and purifies us from all wrongdoing.”


(3)  The believer who commits a personal sin enters immediately into the cosmic system of Satan.  The sin nature will keep him there, continuing to commit sin, until that believer names his personal sin or sins to God the Father privately.



(4)  The second the believer names his sin or sins to God, he is placed immediately back under the control of the Holy Spirit and again has the power to say ‘no’ to every temptation.



(5)  The believer who fails to use this grace recovery procedure remains out of fellowship with God, is no longer controlled by the Spirit, but by the sin nature, and continues to do whatever the lust pattern of the sin nature demands, which results in a state of continuous sinning and perpetual carnality.


f.  John adds here that this believer also commits lawlessness.  Why was this so important to these Christians?



(1)  There was a great common characteristic among the Jews, the Greeks, and the Romans.  They all had great respect for their common and religious laws.



(2)  A person was not and could not be a good citizen of a Greek city-state or of the Roman Empire unless he obeyed the authority of the law.



(3)  For example:




(a)  Pilate had great respect for Roman law, when trying Jesus Christ for treason against Rome, and found Him innocent three times before giving up and releasing Jesus to the Jewish leaders.



(b)  The Jews had great respect for their Law, and kept trying Jesus Christ over and over again until they could somehow distort the Law and find Him guilty.




(c)  The Roman governors (Felix and Festus) who heard Paul’s case had great respect for Roman Law.




(d)  When the mobs rose up against Paul and others in Asia, it was respect for law that calmed and quieted the crowds and restored order.



(4)  So to be considered a lawless person was not only a great insult in the Greco-Roman culture, but also meant that you were an outcast from society.  We use to have the same attitude in the United States, when we referred to certain criminals as “outlaws.”  No one would have anything to do with them or help them in any way.


(5)  One of the last things any person ever wanted to be accused of was lawlessness.


g.  So here we have John referring to these reversionistic, degenerate believers as not only in a state of perpetual carnality, but they were also outlaws from the very Greco-Roman society they loved so much.

2.  “in fact sin is lawlessness.”

a.  Then John becomes even more dogmatic and dramatic in his conclusion.  He makes an emphatic declaration that personal sin is lawlessness.

b.  Personal sin is lawlessness from God.  Personal sin is outside the law of God.

c.  Sin was lawlessness when Satan first committed it and it is still lawlessness throughout the history of mankind.


d.  Disobeying the law, statutes, ordinances, and commandments of God is lawlessness.


e.  God does not excuse lawlessness, just as He does not excuse sin.


f.  The unbeliever practices lawlessness and will be judged for it at the last judgment, Mt 7:23, “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.’”

g.  All unbelievers practice lawlessness and have no part our Lord’s millennial kingdom, Mt 13:41, “The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness.”

h.  Religious legalism is full of lawlessness, Mt 23:28, “So you, too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.”

i.  Lawlessness increases toward the end of the Church Age and reaches a peak in the Tribulation, Mt 24:12, “Because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow cold.”

j.  The sin nature makes the human body a slave to lawlessness, Rom 6:19, “Therefore, just as you present your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness resulting in lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness resulting in sanctification.”

k.  Lawlessness is characteristic of life in the cosmic system, 2 Cor 6:14, “Stop becoming mismatched with unbelievers.  For what sort of sharing [occurs] between righteousness and lawlessness or what sort of fellowship [does] light [have] with darkness?”

l.  Satan’s man of sin during the Tribulation is called “the man of lawlessness.”  2 Thes 2:3, “Do not let anyone deceive you in any way, because [the day of the Lord will not come] unless the rebellion has come first and the man of lawlessness, the son of destruction has been revealed.”

m.  The function of Satan’s cosmic system is called the mystery of lawlessness, 2 Thes 2:7, “For this mystery of lawlessness is already at work.  [But it is] only [a mystery] until the One who now restrains is removed from the midst.”

n.  Jesus Christ is described as the One who hates lawlessness, Heb 1:9, “You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness above Your companions.”
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