1 John 3:24
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- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Really, In fact.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb TĒREW, which means “to guard, keep, protect” in the sense of executing or obeying a command.

The article is used to substantivize the participle and functions as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is currently happening in the spiritual life of any particular believer performing this action.

The active voice indicates that any given believer is potentially or hypothetically the subject of this action.


The participle is circumstantial and functions as the subject of the clause.

With this we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun ENTOLĒ, with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, translated “His orders or commandments” and referring to the orders and commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, especially the command to love one another.  Then we have the same phrase we had in 1 Jn 3:9   This is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person masculine or neuter singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, translated “in him” or “in it.”  (See below.)  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MENW, which means “to reside, remain, continue, or abide” and even carries the sense “to live.”

The present tense is a durative or retroactive progressive present, which emphasizes the action as having begun in the past, but continuing in the present.


The active voice indicates that the believer who continues to obey and execute the Lord’s orders produces the action of remaining, continuing to live somewhere.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
Does the intensive pronoun refer to a person or a thing?  Do we live “in Him” or “in it [the spiritual life]?”  In looking at the previous context and use of the words MENW EN AUTOS, we find the following:


1.  Statements where EN AUTOS refers to a person:

1 Jn 2:6, “The one who maintains that he continues to remain in Him [Christ] must also himself keep walking just as He walked.”
1 Jn 3:9, “Anyone who is born from God does not commit sin [at that moment], because His seed [righteousness, life, and power] resides in him; that is, he is not able to sin, because he has been born from God.”
1 Jn 3:15, “Everyone who hates his fellow believer is a murderer.  Furthermore you know that not every murderer has eternal life residing in him.”
1 Jn 3:17, “Moreover, whoever has the world’s means of subsistence and he sees his fellow-believer in need and closes his compassion from him, how can this unconditional love from God reside in him?”

2.  Statements where EN AUTOS refers to the spiritual life:

1 Jn 2:10, “The one who [unconditionally] loves his fellow-believer continues to live [remain] in the light [the spiritual life of the Church Age] and there is nothing in him that causes offense and others to stumble.”
1 Jn 2:27, “Furthermore, as for you, the anointing which you have received from Him [Jesus Christ] continues to reside in you and you do not have need that anyone [false teachers and fellow-believers now in reversionism] teach you, but as His anointing teaches you about all things [of the spiritual life], because it [His anointing] is true and is not a lie, and just as it [His anointing] has taught you, keep residing in it [the spiritual life].”
1 Jn 2:28, “And now, dear children, keep residing in it [the spiritual life], in order that whenever He is revealed [Rapture], we might have confidence and might not be disgraced by Him at His coming.”
1 Jn 3:6, “Everyone who resides in it [the spiritual life] is not sinning.  Everyone who keeps on sinning has not seen Him [Jesus Christ] nor come to know Him [occupation with Christ].”

3.  As you can see the past context is not conclusive, since both are dependent upon the immediate context of the statement in which the phrase is found.

4.  Therefore, we have to look to other Scriptures for help in explanation.


a.  There are several Scriptures that give us additional help.




(1)  Jn 14:20, “In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.”  This is a reference to the day of Pentecost at the beginning of the Church Age, when God the Holy Spirit first indwelt believers, thus creating a temple of the indwelling of Christ in each believer as the Shekinah Glory.  What our Lord is saying here, is that on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit comes and indwells these men, then they will know that they are in union with Christ and Christ is indwelling them (“I in you”).



(2)  Jn 15:4-5, “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.  I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.”  Here our Lord gives a command to His disciples to continue to abide, remain, live in close association with Him, just as He will continue to live, remain, abide, stay in close association with us (“I in you”).




(3)  John states the same principle previously in this letter.  1 Jn 2:24, “As for you, what [doctrinal teaching] you have heard from the beginning, it must keep on residing in you.  If what [doctrine] you have heard from the beginning has remained in you, you also will reside in intimate association with the Son and in intimate association with the Father.”


b.  We have a spiritual life where we live, reside, remain, and function as long as we are doing the will of God by obeying the will of God.


c.  We are also in union with Christ and are constantly said to be “in Him.”


d.  When we live, reside, and function in our spiritual life, we are abiding, remaining, living “in Him.”  


e.  Therefore, to abide in Christ is to abide in the spiritual life.  To remain in Him is to remain in the spiritual life.  To live in Christ is to live inside our very own spiritual life.


f.  Therefore, whether we take this as a masculine or a neuter makes no difference, because the principle is the same in the spiritual life.  To live in Christ is to live in the spiritual life of Christ.

“In fact, the one who obeys His [Jesus Christ] orders continues residing in Him,”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “He” and referring to our Lord.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, translated “in him” and referring to the believer who obeys the orders of Christ.  This statement is the reverse of the previous statement, which indicates that “in Him” in the previous statement is the obverse of this statement.  This further supports the translation “in Him” rather than “in it” in the previous statement.
“and He in him.”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “by this” and refers to what is about to be said in this statement.  This is followed by the first person plural present active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know; to come to know; to realize; to recognize.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a timeless, universal fact that is always true.


The active voice indicates that the believer with Bible doctrine circulating in their soul produces the action of knowing something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the conjunction HOTI, which is translated “that” when used after verbs of mental activity to introduce the contents of that mental activity.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MENW, which means “to abide, remain, stay, live, continue, or reside.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that our Lord Jesus Christ produces the action of residing, indwelling, living in us.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact and doctrine.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in us.”
“Furthermore, by this we know that He [Jesus Christ] resides in us,”
- is the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin (or source from which information or knowledge comes) from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, which means “from the Spirit” and refers to God the Holy Spirit.  Then we have the appositional genitive/ablative from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring back to the genitive neuter singular noun PNEUMA.  The actual case of the relative pronoun is the accusative case within the clause in which it functions (as the object of the verb “to give”), but the relative is so strongly attracted to the noun to which it refers, it retains the case of the noun.  This is called ‘attraction of the relative’ in Greek and is quite common.  This is followed by the dative indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us.”  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the past results of a completed action and is indicated in the translation by the use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”

The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produces the action of giving or sending the Holy Spirit to indwell us, fill us, and teach us.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“from the Spirit which He has given to us.”
1 John 3:24 corrected translation
“In fact, the one who obeys His orders continues residing in Him, and He in him.  Furthermore, by this we know that He resides in us, from the Spirit which He has given to us.”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact, the one who obeys His [Jesus Christ] orders continues residing in Him [His spiritual life],”

a.  John concludes this section of his letter with two final statements regarding our spiritual life and relationship with Christ.

b.  In this first statement, John picks up the theme he has just addressed (the obedience of the believer to the Lord’s commands) and uses that theme as the subject of his statement.


c.  There are believers who obey our Lord and those who do not.  This is obvious in John’s mind from the previous statements regarding believers who had rejected the word of God and left the fellowship of the churches to whom John writes.


d.  So John addresses these remarks to those who are still positive to doctrine and continue to learn the will of God and obey the commands and orders of our Lord.


e.  The fact John wants to point out is that the obedient believer continues to reside in the Lord.



(1)  Residing in Christ means to be in the closest possible relationship with Him.


(2)  Residing in Christ means to live with Christ.



(3)  Living with Christ means living in the same place where Christ lives.



(4)  Our Lord lives in the sphere of power of the filling or influence of God the Holy Spirit and the word of God, which was designed for Him as His very own spiritual life.



(5)  This same spiritual life has been given to every Church Age believer as the place for our residence and function.



(6)  When we live inside the spiritual life provided for us, we are living in the same spiritual life occupied by our Lord.



(7)  Therefore, living in Christ is living inside His spiritual life.



(8)  When a believer remains in fellowship with Christ, he or she remains in their very own spiritual life.  When we are out of fellowship with Christ, we are out of our spiritual life temporarily.



(9)  Therefore, the believer who obeys the commands of our Lord, continues to remain with Him inside the same spiritual life, having fellowship with Him, and remaining or abiding in Him.

2.  “and He in him.”

a.  The converse is also true—Christ remains, abides, and continues to have the closest possible relationship with us.

b.  The Lord has the closest relationship with those who obey Him.

c.  Do we really want to have an unbelievably close relationship with Christ?  Then we must do what He asks, do what He says, do what He commands.


d.  Christ wants to have the most intimate friendship with us as possible, but it is very dependent upon our willingness to obey Him.


e.  Christ our Lord continues to remain and abide in the closest possible relationship with the mature believer, who is defined here as the one who obeys our Lord’s orders.

3.  “Furthermore, by this we know that He [Jesus Christ] resides in us,”

a.  John adds one final thought.  We know that Jesus Christ resides in us.  How do we know?  We know by the fact that the Holy Spirit has been given to us.

b.  God the Holy Spirit was given to every believer for three distinct purposes.


(1)  To fill us with the power necessary for the execution of the orders of our Lord Jesus Christ.



(2)  To teach us everything we need to know about God, the plan of God, the will of God, our spiritual life, and all the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.


(3)  To indwell our physical bodies, which provides a temple for the indwelling of Christ in us as the Shekinah Glory.


c.  We know Christ resides in us because God the Holy Spirit resides in us.  The Spirit resides in us or indwells us, so that our Lord can reside in us or indwell us.


d.  Our Lord resides or indwells us, so that we might have the closest possible relationship with Him, just as He has with the Father.


e.  The Spirit indwells us to establish that closest possible relationship and prevent our sin nature from interfering with that relationship.


f.  Therefore, by means of the Spirit, which the Lord has given to us, we know that our Lord resides in us.  If we have the One, we have the Other.

4.  “from the Spirit which He has given to us.”

a.  We know that Christ resides in us from the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.

b.  The Holy Spirit is the origin and source of all of our knowledge and understanding about the indwelling of Christ and the purpose for His indwelling.

c.  The Holy Spirit was given to us the moment we believed in Christ.  But we didn’t understand the purpose of the indwelling of the Spirit as it related to the indwelling of Christ until much later.


d.  However, now we have come to know from the Spirit, who was given to us, that Jesus Christ in fact indwells us and is in union with us.


e.  The Holy Spirit is the teacher of the doctrine of the indwelling of Jesus Christ.  Our learning can only occur if we keep residing in the spiritual life.  By continuing to expose ourselves to the teaching of doctrine, we come to know that Christ resides in us.

f.  Jesus Christ indwelling our bodies is our status quo since salvation, but Jesus Christ being glorified in our bodies is the ultimate experience of spiritual adulthood.  The three stages of spiritual adulthood are related to three experiences associated with Christ in our bodies, which are distinct from Christ indwelling our bodies.



(1)  The experience of spiritual self-confidence is “Christ being formed in our bodies,” Gal 4:19.



(2)  The experience of spiritual self-sufficiency is “Christ being at home in our hearts,” Eph 3:17.



(3)  The experience of spiritual maturity is “Christ being glorified in our bodies,” Phil 1:20.


g.  These stages of experience are a result of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, who, from His base of operations in our body, functions as “the filling of the Spirit” for influence in our spiritual life.


h.  The indwelling of Jesus Christ provides a new emphasis for the royal family of God, a new priority for the new spiritual species—all Church Age believers.


i.  The doctrinal test regarding the indwelling of Christ is found in 2 Cor 13:5, “Be testing yourselves to see if you are in the doctrine; keep examining yourselves, or do you not know [this] about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you, unless, of course, you flunk the test?”  So what is the test: do you obey His orders?
5.  The Implications of the Indwelling of Christ.


a.  The indwelling of Jesus Christ is a sign of royalty.


b.  The indwelling of Jesus Christ is a guarantee of our invisible spiritual assets.

c.  The indwelling of Jesus Christ is a guarantee of eternal security, Ps 23:4, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will no fear no harm because You are with me.”

d.  The indwelling of Jesus Christ is a guarantee of our future blessings.


e.  The indwelling of Jesus Christ is the motivation for momentum in spiritual adulthood.


f.  The indwelling of Jesus Christ emphasizes our relationship with God rather than people.
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