1 John 3:20



- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” and giving a further explanation of the previous statement.  Then we have the third class conditional particle EAN, which means “if and it may or may not be true or happen.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb KATAGINWSKW, which means “condemn, convict 1 Jn 3:20; Gal 2:11.”
  This verb takes its object in the genitive case.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the subject (our heart) produces the action of potentially condemning us.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which is used with the indefinite particle EAN to form the conditional clause.

Then we have the objective genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article, used as a personal pronoun (“our”) and noun KARDIA, which means “heart” and refers to a portion of the human soul where the word of God is stored and used.
“because if our heart condemns us,”
- we have an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[it is]” before the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because, since, for.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the comparative use of the masculine singular adjective MEGAS, which means “greater” followed by the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a general, timeless fact that is always universally true.


The active voice indicates that the subject ‘God’ produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “God” and refers to all three members of the Trinity.  This is followed by the ablative of comparison from the feminine singular article and noun KARDIA with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “than our heart.”
“[it is] because God is greater than our heart”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” or “furthermore.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a timeless, universal fact.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action of knowing.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Finally, we have the accusative neuter plural direct object from the adjective PAS, used as a substantive and meaning “all things.”
“and knows all things.”
1 John 3:20 corrected translation
“because if our heart condemns us, [it is] because God is greater than our heart and knows all things.”
Explanation:
1.  “because if our heart condemns us,”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “By means of this [unconditional love toward others in actions and truth] we will come to know that we are from the Truth and before Him we shall have confidence in our heart, because if our heart condemns us, [it is] because God is greater than our heart and knows all things.”

b.  In  this half of the sentence John explains the other side of the coin with the believer who does not use unconditional love toward others, and therefore, will not have confidence in his heart.

c.  Instead of having confidence in his thinking about what will occur at the evaluation throne of Christ, the believer without unconditional love toward others is condemned by his own heart.  Remember the heart is the place for the residence and function of the word of God in the soul of the believer.  The believer’s conscience is a part of the function of the believer’s heart or doctrinal thinking.


d.  Doctrine in the soul establishes divine norms and standards.  One of those divine norms and standards is that we are to love one another.  The believer who does not love his fellow-believer knows ‘in his heart’; that is, in the norms and standards of the conscience of his soul that he does not love his fellow-believer.


e.  Therefore, the believer’s own conscience condemns him for not living up to the divine standard of loving his fellow-believer.  This, of course, is optional.  It does not have to be this way.  We can always be positive to doctrine and obedient to the command of God to use unconditional love toward others.  But we sometimes do not, and for some believers, they often do not.


f.  But when we do not live up to God’s standard, our conscience will condemn us, because God the Holy Spirit will bring into our memory that God has commanded us to love one another.

2.  “[it is] because God is greater than our heart”

a.  Our heart, or more specifically our conscience (which is a part of our heart), condemns us for not having and using unconditional love toward others because God the Holy Spirit is greater than our heart.

b.  The ability of God the Holy Spirit to make the word of God real to us is more powerful than our ability to deny the reality of the word of God.  The ability of God the Holy Spirit to make the will of God real to us is more powerful than our ability to deny the reality of the will of God.


c.  God the Holy Spirit makes the word and will of God real to us no matter how much we may want to deny it.


d.  Therefore, believers know, understand, and realize that God commands us to love one another.  We can deny it, reject it, twist it, ignore it, or do anything we want to God’s command, but it is still there as a reality in our conscience.  God expects us to love one another.

e.  The heart can fight against loving other believers as much as it wants, but God the Holy Spirit is still greater than our soul, and will keep on making God’s will and desire a reality to us, from which we cannot hide or get away.


f.  Therefore, no matter how a believer tries to not condemn himself for his failure to unconditionally love other believers, God the Holy Spirit keeps on making the divine standard a reality to him.

3.  “and knows all things.”

a.  John adds one final thought to seal the case—God knows all things about us.  God knows every thought we have ever had or will ever have.  There is nothing hidden from His sight.

b.  God knows every detail of our lives, including every single time we have used or not used unconditional love toward others.


c.  God knows whether or not we have a right to have confidence before Him at the evaluation throne of Christ.


d.  God knows whether or not we condemn ourselves with regard to the function of unconditional love in our life.


e.  God knows whether or not we have learned about unconditional love, been motivated to use it, and are solving problems with it on a daily basis.

f.  Because God the Son knows all these things, He will ensure that those who are obeying His command to love one another will have confidence before Him.  He will also ensure that those who are disobeying Him will not have confidence before Him, but that their own hearts (the conscience part of the soul) will condemn them.
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