1 John 3:19
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- is the conjunction KAI, which is found in a couple of excellent ancient uncial manuscripts and not in others.  Since the scribes had a tendency to add words “to fix the text or grammar” it was probably added and the shorter reading is to be preferred.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “By means of this” and referring back to the subject of the main thought line in this context—unconditional love expected of all Church Age believers as the primary means of the execution of the spiritual life.  This is followed by the first person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know; come to know; realize; recognize, etc.”

The future tense is predictive future, which affirms what will take place during our spiritual life on earth.


The deponent middle is middle in form, but active in meaning, each believer will produce the action for himself.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of reality.

Then we have the conjunction HOTI, which follows verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that mental activity.  It is translated “that.”  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin or derivation from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “from the Truth.”  In the Greek ‘to be from something’ means to come, derive from someone or something.”
  Then we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: we are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a simple present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that believers who have unconditional love toward others in actions and truth produce the action of coming from the Truth.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“By means of this we will come to know that we are from the Truth”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the preposition EMPROSTHEN plus the genitive of place from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a personal pronoun, meaning “before Him” and referring to being in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His evaluation throne after the resurrection of the Church.  Then we have the first person plural future active indicative from the verb PEITHW, which means literally “to convince with the accusative of persons.”  But this is an “an idiom meaning to exhibit confidence and assurance in a situation which might otherwise cause dismay or fear—’to be confident, to be assured.’”
  Here it means to “have confidence in” with the object of the confidence in the accusative case.

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely take place.


The active voice indicates that all believers who learned and used unconditional love during their spiritual life on earth will produce this action of having confidence before the Lord Jesus Christ at His evaluation throne.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of fact.
Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun KARDIA with the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “our heart.”  Again “to convince our heart” is an idiom meaning “to have confidence in our heart.
“and before Him we shall have confidence in our heart,”
1 John 3:19 corrected translation
“By means of this we will come to know that we are from the Truth and before Him we shall have confidence in our heart,”
Explanation:
1.  “By means of this [unconditional love toward others in actions and truth] we will come to know that we are from the Truth”

a.  John continues with his treatise on the importance of unconditional love as the execution of the spiritual life by explaining something important that it confirms for us.

b.  By learning and using unconditional love toward others and testimony for Christ in the angelic conflict we will come to the point of knowing, understanding, and realizing that what we are doing has its origin from the veracity of God.

c.  Veracity or truthfulness is one of the attributes of the essence of God.  The veracity or truthfulness of God has been manifest in human history in two ways, both explained by John.



(1)  Jn 14:6, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.’”  Jesus Christ is the visible manifestation of the veracity of God.



(2)  Jn 17:17, “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.”  The word of God is the other visible manifestation of the veracity of God.


d.  Our passage says that ‘we are from’ or ‘come from’ the Truth.



(1)  We come from the Lord Jesus Christ when we function in unconditional love toward others just as He taught us and has commanded us.



(2)  We come from the Truth of the word of God when we function in unconditional love toward others just as the Scriptures teach and command us.


e.  Therefore by means of learning, understanding, and using this unconditional love toward others we come to know, understand, and realize that we are the products of our Lord Jesus Christ and the doctrine, which He Himself has taught.

f.  This knowledge or realization doesn’t happen automatically, but gradually as we learn and continue to apply the things we have learned to the various situations of life.  As we do so we begin to realize that we are thinking like our Lord and acting like our Lord.  We are actually doing what the word of God asks and demands of us.  The more this happens the more confident we become in knowing that we really do have a relationship with God, that the word of God really is in us and operational, that we are doing the will of God, and living the spiritual life He has provided for us.


g.  This develops confidence in time, which confidence is something we then take with us before the evaluation throne of Christ.  If we are doing the right things now, we will have confidence now.  If we have confidence now, we take that confidence with us before the evaluation throne of Christ.

2.  “and before Him we shall have confidence in our heart,”

a.  John understood the relationship between what we do now with what mental attitude we will have in the future, when we are evaluated, and so he addresses the issue here.

b.  The prepositional phrase “before Him” refers to the evaluation throne of Christ after the Rapture or Resurrection of the Church as in the following passages.


(1)  Eph 1:4, “since He Himself [God the Father] has elected us in Him [Christ] before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless before Him;”


(2)  Col 1:22, “Yet now, He has reconciled [you] in His human body through His [spiritual] death, in order to present you before Him [God the Father] holy both blameless and irreproachable.”

c.  Having confidence is a mental attitude .  It is a function of the soul.

d.  This passage clearly states that we have confidence in our heart.  Therefore, the heart is part of the soul.  The ‘heart’ definitely does not refer to the emotions of the soul.  Confidence is not an emotion; it is a thought.  The heart is the part of the soul, where doctrine resides and is available for application to the situations of life.

e.  Confidence is a by-product of metabolized doctrine.  It is placed in the ‘heart’ portion of the soul in the same manner as Bible doctrine is placed in the ‘heart’ portion of the soul.  It is put there by God the Holy Spirit when we believe the teaching of the word of God.  When we believe the word of God, God the Holy Spirit transfers that doctrine to the ‘heart’ portion of our soul and seals it there for further use later on in life.


f.  Our positive volition or belief in what God says is our confidence in God.  God the Holy Spirit increases our confidence in God each time we believe and apply the word of God.


g.  Therefore, we continue to gain confidence in the ‘heart’ every time we use unconditional love as God has commanded us.  This confidence builds up over time as we continue to apply and use unconditional love as a problem solving device.  Then we take this confidence with us, when we stand before our Lord for evaluation in heaven.


h.  The more we executed our spiritual life under the influence of the Word and will of God, which manifests itself in our unconditional love toward others, the more confidence we have at our evaluation before the Lord.


i.  If we have used unconditional love toward others during our spiritual life now, then we know now that we will have absolute confidence about how we will be evaluated by our Lord.  If we did what He did by using unconditional love, then obviously we are going to have a great evaluation.

j.  If we have not used unconditional love in our spiritual life, we know it now and will have no confidence before Him.  So we can judge for ourselves right now exactly how things are going to go at the evaluation throne of Christ.



(1)  If we have not been applying unconditional love toward others, then we have no confidence now.  We are the only ones who know for sure if we really have unconditional love toward others.



(2)  If we have been applying unconditional love toward others, then we know and have absolute confidence now that we will really enjoy being evaluated.


k.  Notice our evaluation is not about our sins.  It’s about our personal love for God and unconditional love for others.  Love is the issue at the evaluation throne of Christ, not what we did wrong.  We are evaluated based on what we did right, not what we did wrong.  You might ask, “What about the burning up of our wood, hay, and straw?”  God takes all of our human good and evil and burns it away, so the only thing left to evaluate is:



(1)  What did we think about the word of God?



(2)  Did we learn the will of God and then do it?



(3)  Did we learn doctrine and come to the point of reciprocal love for God?



(4)  Was that reciprocal love for God manifest in our unconditional love toward others?

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W.  (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature.  (3rd ed.) (Page 296). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996, c1989). Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on semantic domains (electronic ed. of the 2nd edition.) (Vol. 1, Page 306). New York: United Bible societies.





PAGE  
4

