1 John 3:18



- is the vocative from the neuter plural noun TEKNION, meaning (little) child; it is used only in a familiar, loving address by our Lord or John to his spiritual children.  It is a term of endearment and affection by a teacher to his disciples under circumstances requiring a tender appeal or warning against spiritual dangers.  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the first person plural present active subjunctive from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”

The present tense is tendential present for an action that is proposed but not yet taking place.  This can also be a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that all believers are to produce the action.


The subjective mood is a hortatory subjunctive, in which the first person plural is used to urge others to join with the writer in a course of action.  It is translated “let us…”
This is followed by the instrumental of manner from the masculine singular noun LOGOS, meaning “in word” or “with a word.”  Then we have the negative coordinating conjunction MĒDE, which is used following a previous negative and means “nor.”  This is followed by the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular article and noun GLWSSA, which means “with the tongue” or “in speaking.”
“Little children, let us not love with verbal expression nor with the tongue”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular noun ERGON, which means “in action.”  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “truth” and refers to the word of God.  Notice that the preposition governs both anarthrous nouns.
“but in actions and truth.”
1 John 3:18 corrected translation
“Little children, let us not love with verbal expression nor with the tongue but in actions and truth.”
Explanation:
1.  “Little children, let us not love with verbal expression nor with the tongue”

a.  John continues with the repetition of his favorite term of endearment, in order to remind these believers of how much God loves them, and to remind them that they are to continue to have the same kind of positive volition to the teaching of the word of God as a young child has.

b.  Then John asks the positive students in his congregation to join him in a course of action, a course of action in which he has been involved all his spiritual life.

c.  John asks that we not love with our mouth, but with our actions.


d.  He is asking that we not talk a good fight, but fight a good fight.


e.  There are thousands of Christians that say they “Love Jesus” but would not think about helping someone in their church who was destitute or in dire need of help.


f.  Saying you love others is pretty much meaningless.  It does nothing to help them.  It is like telling a homeless man in a snow storm to stay warm, as you watch him from the warmth of your front widow, while the fireplace glows behind you.

g.  We can tell our children a thousand times we love them, but it means nothing if we don’t provide food, shelter, and clothing for them because we’ re high or drunk all the time.


h.  Unconditional love for others does things for others.  It helps others.  It provides for others.  It is not all talk and no action.


i.  Anyone can say, “I love you,” but genuine unconditional love takes action to provide for those in need.


j.  Personal love is expressed verbally.  Unconditional love is expressed in action.  If you love a woman personally, she needs to be told.  If you love a person unconditionally, they need your help, your action, not your words.


k.  Personal love is designed to be expressed in words.  Unconditional love is designed to be expressed in actions.  Unconditional virtue-love expressed verbally is just a lot of hot air.

2.  “but in actions and truth.”

a.  Then John gives us the contrast in how unconditional love is truly manifest.  Unconditional love is manifest in actions and truth.

b.  There are two ways in which unconditional love is expressed.


(1)  Unconditional love is expressed in actions.



(2)  Unconditional love is expressed in truth.


c.  The expression of unconditional love in actions includes thousands of things, such as:



(1)  Being thoughtful of others.



(2)  Being respectful of others.



(3)  Being considerate of others.



(4)  Being honest with others.



(5)  Helping someone who is stranded on the highway.



(6)  Providing for a fellow-believer that loses their job.



(7)  Being kind and gracious to others.



(8)  Providing food, shelter, or clothing for someone you know is in need.



(9)  Being honorable and virtuous in all our dealings with others.


d.  The expression of unconditional love in, by, and with truth includes such things as:



(1)  Being positive to the teaching of the word of God no matter how much we don’t like what God requires of us.



(2)  Respecting the word of God as it is being taught by not disturbing or distracting others with unnecessary body movements or talking.



(3)  Letting the truth of God’s Word always govern our speech and actions.



(4)  Expressing our unconditional love by our truthfulness.



(5)  Expressing our unconditional love by the application of God’s Truth.


f.  Unconditional love is based upon the Truth of God’s Word and manifests itself in our actions toward others.  This is the real execution of the spiritual life.  Not the phony and fake ‘believers’ who wave their hands in the air and say, “I love you.”  They were as dysfunctional in John’s day as they are today, which is why John wrote this.
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