1 John 3:16
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- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “By means of this” and refers to what follows (the same construction at the beginning of verse 10).  Then we have the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know; to come to know; become aware of.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that all believers, who are positive to the teaching of the word of God, produce the action of becoming aware of the unconditional love of God for all mankind.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article, used as a demonstrative pronoun (‘this’) and noun AGAPĒ, which means “unconditional love” and refers to the unconditional love of all three members of the Trinity for mankind.
“By means of this we have come to know this unconditional love:”
- is the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, which is used “as a substitute for the epexegetical infinitive after a preceding demonstrative; for example: ‘the judgment consists in this, that the light has come’ Jn 3:19; 1 Jn 1:5; 3:16; 4:9, 10, 13; 5:11.”
  “We have come to know this love by this, that…”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “that One” but often used by John as a substitute for the personal pronoun “He.”  It refers to our Lord Jesus Christ, who is so great He doesn’t even have to be mentioned by name for John’s readers and us to know to whom John is referring.  As a figure of speech this is called a false ellipsis.  This is followed by the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “as a substitute for us or simply for us.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PSUCHĒ, which means “the condition of being alive, earthly life, life itself Mt 2:20; 20:28; Mk 10:45; Rom 11:3; Jn 10:11, 15, 17; 13:37f; 15:13; 1 Jn 3:16.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His life” and referring again to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb TITHĒMI, which means in John’s usage “to lay down or give (up) one’s life Jn 10:11 and 15, 17, 18; 13:37f; 15:13; 1 Jn 3:16.”


The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a historical fact.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action of laying down His own physical life for our benefit.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“that He laid down His life for us;”
- is the conjunction KAI, which can be used to introduce a conclusion to some facts or evidence.  It is translated “Consequently.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun 
EGW, meaning “we.”  With this we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb OPHEILW, which means “one ought; to be obligated” with the complementary infinitive following.

The present tense is a tendential present for an action that is proposed but not yet actually taking place.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are expected to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage (meaning: “for; in behalf of; as a substitute for”) from the masculine plural article, used as a possessive personal pronoun (‘our’) and noun ADELPHOS, which means “fellow-believers.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article used as a possessive personal pronoun (‘our’) and the noun PSUCHĒ, meaning “lives.”  Finally, we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb TITHEMI, which means “to lay down” one’s life as used previously in this context by John.

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which presents the action in its entirety as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are expected to produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used with certain other Greek verbs, such as OPHEILW or DUNAMAI, to complete their meaning.
“consequently we ought to lay down our lives for our fellow-believers.”
1 John 3:16 corrected translation
“By means of this we have come to know this unconditional love: that He laid down His life for us; consequently we ought to lay down our lives for our fellow-believers.”
Explanation:
1.  “By means of this we have come to know this unconditional love,”

a.  The believers to whom John writes were students of the word of God.  They loved the word of God and maintained their positive volition to doctrine.  Because of this they came to the point of truly knowing and understanding how much God loved them unconditionally.

b.  It is impossible to know and understand or comprehend the infinite love, which God has for us, especially as unbelievers, apart from the teaching of the New Testament Scriptures.


c.  God has an unconditional love for all of His creatures.  This is true equally of all three members of the Trinity, but the focus here is on the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the creator of all God’s creatures.


d.  We don’t instantly come to know, comprehend, or become aware of how much God loves us.  We get a momentary glimpse of it through God the Holy Spirit’s ministry of common grace before we believe in Christ.  We just barely understand how much God loves us at the point of common grace, which motivates us to believe in Christ.

e.  Then after salvation we have to really want to know about or learn about this love which God has for us.  If we do, then God is faithful in providing a man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher to teach us about God’s love for us.


f.  Slowly but surely we become aware of God the Son’s fantastic unconditional love for us, which was manifest and demonstrated on the Cross, when He bore our sins in His body on the Cross and died spiritually as a substitute for us.  We would know nothing of God’s fantastic unconditional love for all of us apart from this act of our Lord.


g.  The Jews learned about and understood God’s unconditional love for them through the unconditional covenants to Israel.  But this only revealed a portion of God’s unconditional love, not the fact that He had it for all mankind.  The greatest manifestation of unconditional love was on the Cross.


h.  Therefore, we have come to know this unconditional love, which God has for us, by what follows; namely that God the Son laid down His perfect, human, spiritual life as a substitute for us.
2.  “that He laid down His [spiritual] life for us;”

a.  John now explains to what he was referring when he said “by means of this.”

b.  The subject “He” is none other than our Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the only one that laid down his unique life for us.  John uses the verb TITHĒMI in a very special sense to refer to setting aside, putting away, or laying down one’s life.


c.  Our Lord had a perfect human life.  He committed no sin and had nothing to do with sin.  As such He would have lived forever and would have never died.  He was not subject to death because there was no sin in Him.

d.  Our Lord also had a perfect spiritual life.  He did everything God the Father wanted and did it all perfectly.  He did not have to give up His perfect spiritual life to come into contact with our sins and be judged for them in our place, but He did so willingly that we might trust in Him and have eternal life.


e.  Our Lord was not going to ever die and no one was going to be allowed to take His life.  He and only He had to give up His own life, both spiritually and physically, and He did so on the Cross.  Jn 10:17-18, “For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.  No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.  This commandment I received from My Father.”

f.  The emphasis here is not on our Lord’s physical life, but on His spiritual life.  Our Lord had a perfect spiritual life, which had nothing to do with sin.  He willingly gave up this perfect spiritual life to receive the imputation of our sins and be judged as a substitute for us.  He did not deserve to die spiritually for us, but He did so happily, in order that we might believe in Him and live with Him forever.

g.  Not only did our Lord die spiritually as a substitute for us, but also for the sins of the entire world, 1 Jn 2:2.


h.  Our Lord maintained sinless perfection in His own humanity while bearing our sins and being judged for us.  He never personally sinned, while bearing our sins.  However, He did come into contact with our personal sins, which resulted in His substitutionary spiritual death.  Even our Lord’s spiritual death is unique.  Unlike our spiritual death, He remained without personal sin, while having our personal sins imputed to Him and judged.

i.  Our Lord gave up something most precious to Him (His perfect spiritual life), in order that we might have eternal life with God.

3.  “consequently we ought to lay down our lives for our fellow-believers.”

a.  As a result of what our Lord has done for us, John now reaches a conclusion and practical application based upon the principle of unconditional love for our fellow-believers.

b.  Church Age believers have an obligation to one another.  We have the obligation to lay down our physical lives for one another.

c.  We cannot lay down our spiritual life for another person; only one person could ever do that, and He had to be sinless to be qualified to do that.  We are not qualified to lay down our spiritual life for another, because we are sinful.

d.  However, we can give up or lay down our physical life for our fellow-believers, which in a sense is giving up our spiritual life here on earth, since our spiritual life on earth ends when our physical life on earth ends, and then our spiritual life continues forever in a new spiritual body in heaven (see 1 Cor 15).

e.  The analogy is not between the spiritual life of our Lord and our physical life, because there is no real comparison between the two.  The analogy is between our Lord giving up what was most dear to Him—His sinless perfection, and what is most dear to us—our human life here on earth.  The analogy is between selfless sacrifice and selfless sacrifice.


f.  John’s principle is that if Jesus Christ is our example, and He is, and if He sacrificed Himself for us, then we are obligated to sacrifice ourselves for those whom we love.  And in this case that should include every member of the royal family of God.


f.  A further analogy: if Jesus Christ was willing to sacrifice Himself for all those who would eventually be in union with Him, then should we not also be willing to sacrifice ourselves for those who are in union with Him?  Yes, we should be obligated.


g.  Does this mean that we should go around looking for opportunities to be martyrs?  No, that is spiritual idiocy.  However, when a husband sacrifices everything he would like to have for the sake of his wife and children, is that not in a sense fulfilling this verse?  When a soldier willingly goes into a situation of certain death to save his squad, is that not fulfilling this verse?  When a police office confronts an armed gang of criminals, is that not fulfilling this verse?  When a person stops at a traffic accident and attempts to save the person trapped inside a burning car, is that not fulfilling this verse?


j.  There are many ways in which we could lay down our life for our fellow-believer.  The point being that our physical life is nothing compared to our unconditional love for others.

k.  Once you come to understand the importance of unconditional love for others, you begin to understand and realize the principle of Phil 2:3-8, “[Do] nothing on the basis of contentiousness from selfish ambition, nor on the basis of excessive ambition from self-delusion, but by means of humility consider each other as better than yourselves.  Every one of you, stop looking out for only your own personal interests, but also every one of you [look out for] the personal interests of others.  Keep on thinking this within you, which also [was] in Christ Jesus, Who, although He existed in the essence of God, He did not think to be equal with God a gain to be seized, but He deprived Himself [of the normal function of deity], by having received the form of a servant, although He had been born in the likeness of mankind.  In fact, although having been discovered in outward appearance as a man, He humbled Himself, by becoming obedient to the point of [spiritual] death; that is, the death produced by the cross.”
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