1 John 3:15



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS with the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb MISEW, which means “to hate.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “who” and with the adjective PAS forms the subject “Everyone who.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the carnal believer produces the action of hating his fellow-believer.


The participle is circumstantial in its verbal aspects and substantival with the article making it the subject of the clause.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun ADELPHOS with the possessive genitive of the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “his fellow-believer.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOKTONOS, which means “murderer, of one who hates his brother 1 Jn 3:15 (cf. Mt 5:21f, “You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not commit murder’ and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’  But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.”). Of the devil he was a murderer from the beginning, Jn 8:44.”
  The word murderer is used here in the sense of mental murder and character assassination as in the example and teaching of Mt 5:22.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a current fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the believer in carnality produces the action of being a murderer of his fellow-believer.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“Everyone who hates his fellow believer is a murderer.”
- is the additive or continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore.”  Then we have the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “to know.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasize the present fact as a result of something that happened in the past.


The active voice indicates that positive, growing believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that mental activity.  It is translated “that.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all, every.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOKTONOS, meaning “murderer.”  Also with this we have the negative OUK, meaning “not.”  The negative goes with the noun and not with the verb “Also in reverse order, PAS…OU or MĒ Rev 18:22; Eph 4:29; 5:5; 2 Pet 1:20; 1 Jn 2:21; 3:15b.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is descriptive present for what is now going on.

The active voice indicates that the subject ‘not every murderer’ produces the action of having something.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from feminine singular the noun ZWĒ, meaning “life” and the adjective AIWNIOS, meaning “eternal.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “in him.”  Finally, we have the accusative feminine singular present active participle from the verb MENW, which means “to reside, remain, continue, or abide.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that eternal life produces the action of residing in a person.


The participle is circumstantial.
“Furthermore you know that not every murderer has eternal life residing in him.”
1 John 3:15 corrected translation
“Everyone who hates his fellow believer is a murderer.  Furthermore you know that not every murderer has eternal life residing in him.”
Explanation:
1.  “Everyone who hates his fellow believer is a murderer.”

a.  John has just stated that “The believer who does not love resides in the sphere of carnal death [life in the cosmic system].”  He continues here with an example.  The subject of the example “everyone who” still refers to the same subject in context—the believer in perpetual carnality or carnal death.


b.  The believer in perpetual carnality or carnal death is a murderer.  There are two types of murder to which this can refer: literal murder or spiritual murder.


c.  Our Lord taught about spiritual murder in Mt 5:21-22, “You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not commit murder’ and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’  But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.”

d.  It is obvious from the statements of our Lord that He was teaching about anger, which motivated slander (You good-for-nothing) and character assassination (You fool).


e.  Our Lord was making the point that you can kill the spiritual life of another person by your mental attitude sin of anger and hatred, which results in slandering, maligning, criticizing, creating a public lie about them, and judging them.  These verbal sins against one’s fellow-believer destroy their spiritual life as much as literally killing them.


f.  Our Lord’s point in Mt 5 is that believers will be held accountable to the Supreme Court of Heaven for their slanderous character assassination of others, just as much as a person is held accountable for literal murder.


g.  John is teaching the same principle here.  We don’t have to literally kill anyone to be a murderer in God’s eyes.  We just have to live in carnal death and hate others enough to want to destroy them, their physical lives and their spiritual lives.  Hatred of one’s fellow-believer is tantamount to spiritual murder, which God equates as just as bad as literal, physical murder.  The person committing spiritual murder here is the believer in carnal death who hates his fellow-believer.


h.  The carnal believer does not need to physically murder his fellow-believer.  The carnal believer will do just as much if not more damage to his fellow-believer’s real life (his spiritual life) by hating him and acting upon that hatred.

i.  The sin John focuses on here is not murder, but hatred.  It was hatred of one another that was destroying the fellowship of believers with one another.  They were not going around literally killing one another.

2.  “Furthermore you know that not every murderer has eternal life residing in him.”

a.  John continues with another reminder of something these positive believers already know.  They have learned in the past and now completely understand that not every person who tries to kill the spiritual life of another person is necessarily a believer.

b.  This is not saying that every murderer does not have eternal life.  That is a contradiction of Scripture.


(1) Moses murdered the Egyptian task master and Moses had eternal life residing in him.



(2)  David had Uriah the Hittite killed and David had eternal life residing in him.



(3)  King Saul was a believer and made many attempts on the life of David.


c.  Believers can commit the sin of murder just as anyone else can.  All that is required is that you permit yourself to be under the control of the sin nature.


d.  This context is talking about the destruction of the spiritual life.  The murderer here is not killing the physical body, but the spiritual life of another person.  Believers in a state of carnality or carnal death are just as capable of spiritual murder as any unbeliever.


e.  There are believers in the local church who have eternal life residing in them, who attempt to murder the spiritual life of another believer through their hatred.  There are also unbelievers in the local church who do not have eternal life residing in them, who attempt to murder the spiritual life of believers.  Not every person in a local church who attempts to kill the spiritual life of the believer has eternal life residing in them.  Some are believers in carnal death and others are unbelievers.  It is impossible to tell the two apart.
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