1 John 3:13



- the manuscript evidence for KAI is fairly evenly split.  However, since the scribes tended to add words to ‘improve the grammar’ it is more likely that this was added to the original at a later date.  The passage makes perfect sense without it.  Then we have the negative MĒ with the second person plural present active imperative from the verb THAUMAZW, which means “to be extraordinarily disturbed by something: wonder, marvel, be astonished (the context determines whether in a good or bad sense); be amazed.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what should happen right now, and also this is a progressive present for what should continue throughout our spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that each of us is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood with the negative MĒ is an imperative of prohibition, which is a command to stop an action already in progress.

This is followed by the vocative masculine plural noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brethren” and referring to all the members of the royal family of God to whom John writes in the various churches of Asia Minor.
“Stop being astonished, brethren,”
- is the conditional particle EI, used as a “marker of an indirect question as content, translated: that; ‘he was surprised that he was already dead’ Mk 15:44a; ‘do not wonder that the world hates you’ 1 Jn 3:13; it is not surprising that 2 Cor 11:15. That is also possible after verbs of knowing or not knowing, e.g., Jn 9:25; Acts 19:2b; 1 Cor 1:16; 7:16.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MISEW, which means “to hate, detest, abhor.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal state or condition that perpetually exists, or a widespread practice or custom.


The active voice indicates that Satan’s cosmic system, which includes all unbelievers and all reversionistic believers, produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to all Church Age believers.  Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “the world” or Satan’s cosmic system.
“that the world perpetually hates you.”
1 John 3:13 corrected translation
“Stop being astonished, brethren, that the world perpetually hates you.”
Explanation:
1.  “Stop being astonished [amazed, surprised, shocked], brethren,”

a.  John continues with a command for all the believers to whom he writes to stop doing something they are currently doing.

b.  The Greek believers in the churches of Asia Minor (such as: Ephesus, Pergamum, Smyrna, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea, Hierapolis, Colossae, Troas, Miletus, Galatia, Lystra, Derbe, and others) were astonished, amazed, surprised, and shocked that the unbelievers, the Judaizers, and apostate believers did not appreciate them.

c.  Believers with doctrine can often be naïve, which is a dangerous thing for a believer to be.


d.  It is a normal thing for a new or growing believer to think that others will love them to death, after all:



(1)  God loves them to death, why shouldn’t everyone else?



(2)  They are the source of blessing by association to others.



(3)  They are custodians of the true word of God.


(4)  They are the real ambassadors for Christ.



(5)  They have the words of eternal life and share God’s desire that not anyone should perish.



(6)  They have unconditional love for all.  Shouldn’t everyone have the same attitude toward them?


e.  Believers can become so involved in studying doctrine, and doing the will of God that they lose sight of the fact not only does the real world not care about them, but in fact despises and hates them because they have believed in God and continue to faithfully trust in Him.


f.  Unbelievers and apostate believers can become extraordinarily jealous of your confidence in God and how the grace of God always take care of you no matter what problems you have.  You would think that God’s grace blessing under all circumstances would make these people want to have the same relationship with God, but it doesn’t.  It often makes them highly resentful of you and the blessings you keep on receiving from God.


g.  Therefore, naïveté causes believers to think or believe things they should not believe, trust in people they should not trust in, and make decisions that get them into trouble.


(1)  The greater the capacity for love of any believer, the greater the potential sphere for naïveté.  As capacity for love grows in a believer, his mind goes in more directions, so that a blind spot of naïveté develops.  So naïveté can be defined as a blind spot that another might observe but is not apparent to the mature believer himself.  This is inevitable in spiritual maturity at some time.  This is why leaders need staffs and people to give them objective counsel outside of their own organization.



(2)  There are three sources of naïveté in those who possess an unusual amount of Bible doctrine and capacity for love.




(a)  Ignorance of the reality of the situation or circumstance, or in some cases rejection of the true facts.




(b)  Influence—being inspired by the wrong people or led astray by the right people.




(c)  Arrogance as a combination of sins related to either subjectivity or objectivity.  The combination includes such mental attitude sins as jealousy, bitterness, vindictiveness, implacability, hatred, self‑pity, and guilt reaction.  All these form a blind spot in the person.



(3)  Illustrations.




(a)  Lucifer, was naïve when he thought he could make himself like the Most High God.  This is the first case of naïveté by a great ruler.




(b)  Paul was naïve when he decided to make his fifth trip to Jerusalem after being warned by the Holy Spirit and by the believers of Tyre in Acts 21:4, by Agabus in Acts 21:10‑11, and by the believers in Caesarea in Acts 21:12.



(6)  Most people have an area of naïveté caused by ignorance, influence, arrogance, or a combination thereof.  For example:




(a)  There is the naïveté of people who believe in salvation by works instead of by faith in Jesus Christ.




(b)  There is the naïveté of believers who think they can sin without being disciplined by God.




(c)  There is the naïveté of believers who think everyone loves them because they love everyone. 



(d)  There is the naïveté of believers who think that violation of the law is justified because they personally do not like the law, such as not paying taxes.



(e)  People are naïve who think that the end justifies the means; that is never true.  As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we cannot subscribe to the principle that the end justifies the means; for under the plan of God, a right thing must be done in a right way to be right.

h.  We should never be shocked, amazed, or astounded by anything people with old sin natures do in this world.  We should never be shocked, surprised, or amazed at any amount of antagonism, hatred, or resentment from others.  They are being motivated by Satan in their hatred, antagonism, and opposition.


i.  We should expect opposition from Satan, and therefore, opposition and antagonism from those who are under his influence and false teaching.

2.  “that the world [Satan’s cosmic system] perpetually hates you.”

a.  The world is Satan’s system of thinking and action.

b.  The world is made up of people who think, decide, and act based upon the influence of the devil.

c.  The devil is never going to love, appreciate, or care about us.  He is our perpetual enemy and seeks only to devour us.  Therefore, everyone who is under his influence and control will have the same attitude toward us that our enemy, the devil, has toward us.  This attitude of hatred will continue throughout the Church Age and only gets worse as time goes on.


d.  There will be people who will hate and despise you just because you believe in Christ, just because you trust in God, just because you have confidence in doctrine, just because you are blessed by God, just because you have a happiness, confidence, and security that they don’t have.  And this will never change.  Therefore, don’t be shocked or amazed by it.  Understand it.


e.  The fact the world hates us is also declared in:



(1)  Jn 7:7, “The world cannot hate you [unbelievers the Lord is addressing], but it hates Me because I testify against it, that its deeds are evil.”


(2)  Jn 15:18-19, “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.  If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.”


(3)  Jn 17:14, “I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.”
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