1 John 2:6



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb LEGW, which means “to say” in the sense “to maintain, allege, contend, or claim” something.

The article is used as a relative pronoun and is translated “the one who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on at the time John wrote and still happens today.


The active voice indicates that the legalistic, arrogant, reversionistic, religious, morally degenerate, apostate believer produces the action.


The participle is a substantival use of the participle to define the subject of this sentence as a person who performs a particular type of action.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place or sphere from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “in Him” and referring to the intimate relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ mentioned in the previous verse.  This is followed by the present active infinitive from the verb MENW, which means “to remain, continue, stay, or live.”  “The phrase ‘to remain in someone’ is a favorite of John to denote an inward, enduring personal communion.  It is used:


1.  of God in his relation to Christ the Father, who abides in me Jn 14:10.


2.  of Christians in their relation to Christ Jn 6:56; 15:4ac, 5–7; 1 Jn 2:6, 24c.


3.  of Christ relating to Christians Jn 15:4a, 5.


4.  of Christians relating to God 1 Jn 2:24c, 27f; 3:6, 24a; 4:13.


5.  of God relating to Christians 1 Jn 3:24; 4:12f, 15.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that has allegedly begun in the past and continues in the present.

The active voice indicates that the ‘religious believer’ produces the action.


The infinitive is used in indirect discourse as an infinitive of direct object of the main verb.
“The one who maintains that he continues to remain in Him [Christ]”
- is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb OPHEILW, which means “to be obligated;  with the infinitive following it means: one must, one ought Lk 17:10; Jn 19:7; 13:14; Rom 15:1, 27; 1 Cor 7:36; 9:10; 11:10; Eph 5:28; 2 Thes 1:3; 2:13; Heb 2:17; 5:3, 12; 1 Jn 2:6; 3:16; 4:11; 3 Jn 8.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that the one who maintains, contends, alleges that he is continuing to live his spiritual life in relationship to the desires of our Lord Jesus Christ produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, which means “just as.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular remote demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, which is used as a third personal pronoun, meaning “He” and referring to our Lord.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which gathers into a single whole the entire historical existence of our Lord living on earth as a true human being and presents the action as a historical fact.

The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action of living on earth.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used to emphasize a subject already well known and contrasting them with another subject.  It is translated “himself” and refers to the morally degenerate religious believer who is the subject of this sentence.  The adverb HOUTOS is in brackets because the manuscript evidence in very evenly split on its inclusion/omission.  Since the scribes had a tendency to add words to clarify meaning, it is more likely that this was added to the original by some second century scribe.  Finally we have the present active infinitive from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk” and refers to the conduct of one’s spiritual life as a Christian.

The present tense is a progressive and customary present for an action that is reasonably expected to continue throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that the morally degenerate, religious reversionist must produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used to complete the meaning of the verb “one ought/must.”
“must also himself keep walking just as He walked.”
1 John 2:6 corrected translation
“The one who maintains that he continues to remain in Him [Christ] must also himself keep walking just as He walked.”
Explanation:
1.  “The one who maintains that he continues to remain in Him [Christ]”

a.  John continues with a word of advice and subtle warning to the believers in the churches of Asia.

b.  The one who maintains that he continues to remain in Christ is the believer described by John in verse 4 as: “The one who maintains, ‘I have come to know Him’ and does not obey His commands, is a liar and the Truth is not in him.”

c.  John is addressing his remarks to those believers who want to learn the will of God and do it, not to the believer who maintains that he continues to remain in an intimate relationship with Christ, when in fact he does not.


d.  This verse is a subtle warning to the degenerate believer.  But since the degenerate believer isn’t interested in the teaching of doctrine, he isn’t listening to what John has to say anyway.  Therefore, the main focus of John’s remarks are to the positive believer.  Why is this so important?


e.  John is giving a very careful warning to us not to get caught in the satanic trap of thinking that the religious believer knows what he is doing in the spiritual life.


f.  The religious or legalistic believer is moral to a fault.  He has no grace orientation or doctrinal orientation.  His life is a life of emotion, with hatred on the one side and irrational emotional behavior (which this kind of believer calls ‘spirituality’) on the other side.

g.  The religious, emotional, legalistic Christian fervently maintains, alleges, contends, and says that he is in fellowship with the Lord and following the example of the Lord.


h.  However, when did the Lord ever fall on the ground, roll around, and speak gibberish when filled with the Spirit?  He never did, did He?  No, of course not.  Therefore, how can the emotional holy-roller Christian contend that he is in an intimate personal relationship with Christ?

i.  The emotional legalist hates anyone who does not live the Christian life exactly as they say it must be lived.  When did our Lord ever hate anyone who lived their life differently than what the legalistic Jews expected?  He didn’t.


j.  The legalistic-emotional degenerate believer contends that he is in close fellowship with the Lord, that he is living the spiritual life as God intends, and that he is executing the will of God better than anyone else.  He is divorced from reality.

k.  The phrase ‘to continue to remain in Him (Christ)’ is used by John to describe a close, personal, intimate relationship that one person has with another.  For example, the relationship between a couple in marriage or the relationship between two people who have been the closest of friends for years.


l.  These believers contend that they have the most intimate relationship with Christ and that they have continued to have this relationship throughout their spiritual life.  The problem is that this is not true.  They will not and do not continue to keep His Word, and they will not and do not obey His commands.
2.  “must also himself keep walking just as He walked.”

a.  John now gives a command that is not a command.  He does not use the imperative mood, which would be a command, but instead uses the indicative mood, which makes this a dogmatic, absolute obligation on all believers.

b.  John says that the reversionistic believer must live his spiritual life in the same manner that our Lord did.

c.  The implication is that the degenerate believer is not doing so.


d.  The warning to positive believers is that they must continue to do exactly what they have been doing—learning the word of God (‘continuing to keep His Word’) and executing the spiritual life by the application of the doctrine they have learned (‘obeying His commands’).

e.  The believer must live the same spiritual life that our Lord lived.


f.  The believer must learn the same doctrine our Lord had in His soul.


g.  The believer must obey the commandments he learns and apply them in love, graciousness, forgiveness, and considerateness toward others.


h.  The legalistic, arrogant, morally degenerate, religious believer does not want this lifestyle.  He wants his own lifestyle of emotion and control of others.


i.  In order to understand how we are expected to live our spiritual life, let’s look at a few points of how our Lord lived His spiritual life.



(1)  Our Lord never committed any personal sin.  We are expected to not sin.



(2)  Our Lord remained filled with the Spirit.  We are commanded to be filled with the Spirit.



(3)  Our Lord had the greatest personal love for God the Father.  We are commanded to love the Lord our God with all our soul, with all our mind, and with all our strength.



(4)  Our Lord had the greatest unconditional love for others.  We are commanded to love one another.



(5)  Our Lord was the epitome of graciousness to others.  We are to be gracious to others.



(6)  Our Lord had the greatest of compassion for the suffering of others.  We are expected to be compassionate to others.



(7)  Our Lord valued the word of God above all else.  We are to value the word of God as our most important priority in life.



(8)  Our Lord had a personal sense of destiny.  We are to have a personal sense of destiny.



(9)  Our Lord had complete confidence and trust in the plan of God the Father.  We are to have complete confidence and trust in the plan of God.



(10)  Our Lord was occupied with the Father.  We are to be occupied with Christ.


(11)  Our Lord forgave others.  We are expected to forgive one another.



(12)  Our Lord tolerated those who were antagonistic to Him.  We are expected to tolerate others.


j.  You decide who has the intimate relationship with Christ.  Is it the believer who rejects the teaching of the word of God and does not obey our Lord’s command to love one another, or is it the believer who keeps on learning doctrine and obeying what that doctrine teaches?


k.  We cannot keep on having an intimate personal relationship with Christ, if we are unwilling to listen to the teaching of the word of God.


l.  We cannot keep on having an intimate personal relationship with Christ, if we are unwilling to obey the commands given to us from that teaching of the Bible.


m.  This is the point John made in 1 Jn 1:6, “If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet keep on walking in darkness [the cosmic system], we are lying and are not practicing the truth.”

n.  The religious legalist alleges fellowship with Christ, but keeps on walking in darkness.  The great danger for Christians, who are learning and executing the spiritual life, is believing that somehow these religious believers are right and they are wrong.  Satan would like nothing more than for positive believers to become confused and begin walking in darkness with these emotional Christians.


o.  We must live the operational spiritual life just as our Lord lived the prototype spiritual life.
3.  Walking in the New Testament Scriptures.


a.  The concept of walking in the light is found in Eph 5:8, “You were once in darkness [spiritual death], but now you are light in the Lord.  Begin walking as children of light.”


(1)  This command is a reference to experiential sanctification.



(2)  Just as walking in the darkness is incompatible with walking in light, so Christian degeneracy is incompatible with the modus operandi of the plan of God.



(3)  Walking in the light is compatible with the status quo of being in the light.  Walking in darkness is incompatible with the status quo of being in the light.  Walking in darkness is Christian moral and immoral degeneracy.



(4)  Walking as children of light is tantamount to executing the plan of God.  The concept of walking in the light is used for Christian modus operandi related to the plan of God.  ‘Walking in the light’ is a term used specifically for the believer’s execution of God’s will, plan and purpose for the Church Age.  Therefore, walking in the light is synonymous with the Christian way of life.



(5)  The command to walk in the light is a mandate to be influenced by the Spirit and learn Bible doctrine under the teaching ministry of the Spirit.


b.  The precedence for walking in the light is found in 1 Jn 2:6.


(1)  Our precedence begins with our Lord Jesus Christ during the Hypostatic Union, and not with the Old Testament believers.  All precedence for the protocol plan of God is derived from our Lord’s walk on this earth during the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union.  This means that no precedence is derived from the dispensation of Israel.



(2)  Our Lord walked in the prototype spiritual life; we are to walk in the operational type spiritual life.



(3)  Walking as children of light means we are to become spiritually mature believers, invisible heroes.


c.  The power for walking comes from the utilization of the power of the Holy Spirit, Gal 5:16, “walk by means of the Spirit.”  This is a command to remain in fellowship with God the Holy Spirit.  Being in fellowship is the only way we can execute God’s plan.


d.  Walking describes the purpose of living to glorify God in the Church Age.



(1)  We are told in 1 Thes 2:12, “so that you may walk in a manner worthy of God who elected you into His kingdom and glory.”  This is a general reference to the fulfillment of the plan of God.



(2)  If we are going to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord after we believe in Christ, then we must be filled with the Spirit, and expose ourselves to the teaching of the word of God.



(3)  If we do all of this, then we fulfill 1 Jn 1:7, “If we keep walking in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, cleanses us from all sin.”

e.  The challenge of walking in newness of life is found in Rom 6:4, “Therefore, we have been buried with Him through baptism [of Holy Spirit], in order that as Christ has been raised from the dead, so that we too might walk in newness of life.”


(1)  Walking in newness of life means we walk in the light of the word of God.



(2)  We walk in newness of life because we are in union with Christ.



(3)  Walking in newness of life means utilization of all of the invisible assets God has provided for us:  the availability of divine power; the indwelling of the Trinity; the assets of predestination and election; our universal priesthood and ambassadorship, etc.


f.  The faith-rest procedure is also a mandate of walking.  The faith-rest procedure is the poise of the Christian life.  It is the control of your own life under God’s plan for your life.



(1)  2 Cor 5:7, “For we walk by faith and not by sight.”


(2)  Col 2:6, “As you have received Christ Jesus to yourselves, so keep walking by means of Him.”  We received Christ by faith; so now we walk by faith.


g.  Walking is used for the function of problem solving devices.



(1)  Eph 5:1-2, “Become imitators of your God as beloved posterity, and begin walking in the sphere of virtue-love,...”


(2)  Learning and using the problem solving devices moves you along in executing the plan of God, which is walking in the light.



(3)  Eph 4:1-2, “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, continue to encourage you to walk in a manner worthy of your station in life [royal family of God] into which you have been called with all humility and true sensitivity with perseverance, tolerate one another by means of virtue-love.”

h.  Walking is used for perception of doctrine.



(1)  3 Jn 4, “I was very pleased because I discovered that some of your children keep walking by means of doctrine even as we have received a mandate from the Father.”


(2)  Eph 5:15, “Therefore, be careful how you walk, not as unwise, but as wise.”


(3)  All of these mandates to keep walking are commands to keep learning and applying doctrine, in order to keep advancing spiritually in the Christian way of life.


i.  Negative Walking Passages.



(1)  Psychological living in Satan’s system is called walking in Phil 3:18-19, “For many [believers] keep walking, concerning whom I have often told you, even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ.  Whose termination is destruction [the sin unto death], whose God is their emotions, whose fame comes by means of dishonor, who keep on thinking about earthly things.”


(2)  1 Cor 3:3, “For you are still carnal, since there is jealousy and strife.  And you keep walking in accordance with men.”


(3)  Walking is used as a warning against the cosmic system.  Jn 8:12 is the prophecy of this.  Jn 8:12, “Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.’”


(4)  Life in the cosmic system is called walking in darkness, Jn 11:9‑10.  Eph 4:17 provides the analogy, “Therefore I communicate this and because of the Lord I insist that you no longer walk even as Gentiles walk in the vacuum of their mind.”

j.  Walking is related to the execution of the plan of God.  Eph 2:10, “For we are His creation, having been created in Christ Jesus for good of intrinsic value achievements, which God has prepared in advance that we should be walking by means of them.”


(1)  At salvation we became His creation, a new spiritual species.



(2)  The good of intrinsic value achievements is the execution of the plan of God resulting in becoming an invisible spiritual hero.



(3)  We are to walk by means of the things prepared by God for us in eternity past, such as God’s problem solving devices.



(4)  Col 1:9-10, “For this reason, we also, from the day we heard, do not stop praying for you.  In fact, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge [metabolized doctrine] of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, for the purpose of pleasing Him in all things, bearing fruit in every good of intrinsic value achievement; in fact, constantly growing spiritually by means of metabolized doctrine from God.”  This is the point at which you fulfill all the walking mandates.



(5)  Walking is used for a mandate to advance to the objective of spiritual maturity.  1 Thes 4:1, “Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that, as you have received instruction from us as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as you are actually walking), that you may advance still more to the objective.”
� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 631). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 743). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
6

