1 John 2:5



- is the adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “but” with the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, with the indefinite particle AN, meaning “whoever.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb TĒREW, which means “to keep, observe, fulfill, or pay attention to.”

The present tense is a durative or progressive present for the continuation of present action.


The active voice indicates that the positive, growing believer produces the action of continuing to learn and obey the word of God.


The subjunctive mood is used in relative, indefinite clauses to indicate the probable future condition, the potentiality of which depends on the continued positive volition of the individual believer involved.

This is followed by the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His” and referring to God.  With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, which means “the Word” and refers to God’s Word or the doctrines of the Church Age found in the New Testament Scriptures.
“but whoever continues to keep His Word,”
- is the adverb of manner ALĒTHWS, which means “truly, really, actually.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “in him” and referring to the positive believer.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, which means “the love” and refers to the unconditional love of God, which God has for all believers and which God expects of all believers.  With this we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “for God.”  The subjective genitive would indicate God’s love for us.  This would mean that John is saying that God’s love for us is brought to completion based upon us continuing to keep His Word.  That is blasphemy and heresy.  God’s love for us existed eternally.  It does not need to be brought to completion, and certainly not by anything we do.  God’s love is not dependent upon what we do or fail to do.   Therefore, this cannot be a subjective genitive, nor can it be a plenary genitive.  It can only be an objective genitive, in which our love for God is brought to completion based upon our continuing to learn and obey His Word.  “The love of God is the objective genitive; that is, ‘the love toward God’.  See Luke 11:42 for this phrase in the same sense (only other instance in the Gospels, but common in 1 John (2:5; 3:17; 4:7, 9; 5:3) and in 2 Thes 3:5; 2 Cor 13:14; Rom 5:5. The sense of God’s love for man occurs in 1 John 3:1; 4:9, 10, 16 and John 15:9f. of Christ’s love for man.  These rabbis did not love God and hence did not love Christ.”

Then we have the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb TELEIOW, which means “to bring to an end, bring to its goal/accomplishment; to bring to completion.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action. This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”

The passive voice indicates that the love for God receives the action of being brought to completion or being accomplished.

The indicative mood is declarative for the reality and fact that spiritual growth and execution of God’s will can and does a positive believer to the point of having a genuine love for God.
“truly in him the love for God has been brought to completion.”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “By means of this” or simply “By this” and referring to keeping His Word, mentioned in the previous sentence.  Then we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “we know; come to know; understand.”

The present tense is a descriptive and customary present for what is now going on and what normally occurs.


The active voice indicates that believers produce the action of knowing, coming to know, or understanding what is about to be described in this context.

The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that activity, translated “that.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “in Him.”  Finally, we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: we are.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of being in Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“By this [keeping His Word] we come to know that we are in Him.”
1 John 2:5 corrected translation
“but whoever continues to keep His Word, truly in him the love for God has been brought to completion.  By this [keeping His Word] we come to know that we are in Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “but whoever continues to keep His Word,”

a.  In contrast to the legalistic believer who does not keep God’s Word, John now turns and discusses the positive, growing believer who does keep God’s Word.

b.  The key to understanding the subject discussed here is the verb TĒREW, which has the basic meaning of guarding something.

c.  Paul commanded Timothy in 2 Tim 1:13-14 to: “Hold on to the standard of correct doctrines, which (doctrines) you have heard from me in the sphere of faith and virtue-love, which [is] in Christ Jesus.  Guard [protect and follow] that excellent deposit [Bible doctrine] through the Holy Spirit, who dwells in us.”  Paul used the verb PHULASSW, which means “to guard, protect, or observe.”  The ideas of John and Paul are similar.  Paul emphasizes the importance of protecting correct doctrine from false doctrine.  John emphasizes the importance of continuing to observe and follow that correct doctrine.

d.  ‘Keeping God’s Word’ means to learn doctrine and then to apply doctrine.  This is a consistent theme throughout John’s letter.


e.  It is impossible to keep doing the will of God unless we keep on learning the will of God.


f.  It is impossible to keep on doing the will of God without the motivation of personal love for God.


g.  Keeping God’s Word is observing and obeying the commands, mandates, and principles taught in God’s Word that are pertinent to the Church Age.


h.  Keeping God’s Word is following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ in obedience to the will and plan of God the Father and the leading of the Holy Spirit.

2.  “truly in him the love for God has been brought to completion.”

a.  Obedience to the will of God develops our personal love for God.

b.  The legalistic believer thinks that he has a true love for God, but he does not.

c.  The proof of this is his unwillingness to learn and apply the doctrines taught under the authority of the pastor-teacher.


d.  The arrogant, religious believer is a law unto himself or herself and has no intention of ‘humiliating’ themselves by submitting to the authority of any pastor or apostle.


e.  In contrast the positive believer with genuine humility living the spiritual life of the Church Age has no problem submitting to the authority of the pastor or the authority of God as revealed in Scripture.


f.  The positive believer continues to constantly develop their love for God by learning what God wants under the authority of their pastor-teacher and then applying what they have learned to their own circumstances in life.


g.  The love for God must be developed and grow in us.  This is what is meant in 2 Pet 3:18, when he says “grow in grace.”

h.  Our love for God develops and increases as we learn about who and what God is and all He has done for us.


i.  This develops an appreciation, a gratitude, a thankfulness for Him.


j.  As we learn to trust in Him and do what God wants, we learn by our experiences of applying doctrine we have learned that God can and does take care of us and provide for us in all circumstances.


k.  The more we apply doctrine as God would have it, the greater becomes our personal love for God.


l.  Our love for God continues until it has been brought to completion in our spiritual life.  This is the status which Paul described in Eph 3:19 as ‘being filled up with all the fullness of God.”

m.  God’s entire plan is designed to bring us to the point of truly loving God.

n.  This true love for God is the pure motivation of the spiritual life.  It is the only motivation worth having in life.  All other motivations should be a complement to our personal love for God.  Principle: If your motivation for doing something is not compatible with the motivation of personal love for God, then you shouldn’t be doing it.


o.  God’s plan is designed for us to continue to grow in grace and knowledge of who and what God is until we come to the point of completely loving God.

p.  Only in the spiritually mature believer is the love for God brought to completion or reached its accomplishment.


q.  There is such a thing as a mature believer and spiritual maturity is defined here by John as the believer who has received the action of having the love for God brought to completion.


r.  God the Holy Spirit, our Teacher and Mentor, is the one who produces the action of bringing our personal love for God to the point of completion in spiritual maturity.


s.  Our personal love for God is matured or brought to completion in two ways that mutually support each other:



(1)  We learn about God and believe what we learn, producing a love and appreciation for Him that would be otherwise impossible.



(2)  We apply the various doctrines we learn about God to given situations in life and discover that God honors His Word, does what He says He will do, and that we can trust Him in everything in life.

t.  We not only come to love and appreciate Him from the mentality of the soul, but we also experience His love, grace, compassion, and care for us in our circumstances in life.  We have come to the epignosis (full) knowledge of God.



(1)  Col 1:10, “that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the epignosis knowledge of God.”


(2)  2 Pet 1:2-3, “May grace and prosperity be multiplied to you by means of the full knowledge of God; that is, Jesus our Lord, because His [the Lord Jesus Christ’s] divine power has bestowed on us all things with reference to life, even the spiritual life through the full knowledge of Him [God the Father] who called us to His own glory and virtue.”

u.  Therefore, our personal love for God is brought to completion through the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit in learning the word of God and through the helping ministry of the Holy Spirit in the application of doctrine to experience.
3.  “By this [keeping His Word] we come to know that we are in Him [occupation with Christ].”

a.  John now goes back and picks up the theme he began in verse 3, “And by this [obedience to God’s commands] we know that we have come to know Him, if we continue to keep His commands.”

b.  John’s statement here is a parallel statement to what he said in verse 3.

c.  By obedience to the commands of God, which is the same thing as keeping or obeying His Word, we come to know Him, and come to know that we are in a permanent loving relationship with Him.

d.  Paul uses the phrase “in Him (that is ‘in Christ’)” to indicate the intimate, unique, personal relationship we have with the person of Jesus Christ.  John uses the same phrase to refer to the same thing.


e.  Paul uses the phrase for our positional relationship of union with Christ.


f.  John uses the phrase for our experiential relationship with Christ.


g.  Paul emphasizes our eternal status quo as believers.


h.  John emphasizes our temporal status quo as mature believers.


i.  Both John and Paul understand and agree upon the importance of our intimate personal relationship with Christ, but each of them are looking at it from different perspectives.  Both are equally correct.


j.  John emphasizes the fact that mature believers know experientially that they have an intimate personal relationship with Christ, not only from the doctrine in their soul, but because they want to obey every command that comes from the thinking of Christ (Bible doctrine).

k.  The mature believer does not obey God because they have to; they obey God because they want to.


l.  The mature believer learns what God wants and is eager to please Him in all things.


m.  This attitude of the mature believer is one of the things that sets him or her apart from other believers, especially the religious, legalistic believers, who are doing what the word of God says out of obligation instead of love.


n.  If you are doing the will of God out of obligation because you have to, you have not been brought to completion in your love for God.  If you are doing the will of God from the motivation of the true love desire to please God, then you have a mature love for God and the purest of motives.


o.  Obeying the commands of God; that is, keeping His Word, is easy for the mature believer, because he has the right motivation and doesn’t mind being led by the Spirit.  The negative believer resents being led by the Spirit and fights it every inch of the way, just as Balaam did in Num 22-24 (see the notes on Jude 11).

p.  By keeping God’s Word the mature believer has absolute confidence in his relationship with Christ.  This is occupation with Christ.  Occupation with Christ is knowing what our Lord wants, remembering it, thinking about it, and being eager to do it no matter how difficult the situation may be.


q.  Occupation with Christ is coming to know the personal relationship we have with our Lord experientially, which is recognized by the mature believer by his willingness to obey the commands of God.
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