1 John 2:4



- is the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb LEGW, which means “to say; maintain, declare, proclaim.”

The article is used to substantivize the participle.  This article also governs two masculine singular participles (LEGW and TĒREW=to obey) indicating the Granville-Sharp rule, which means that the one speaking is the same one not obeying.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.

The active voice indicates that the believer doing the talking is the one producing the action.


The participle is a substantival participle and is translated “the one who says.”
Then we have the conjunction HOTI, which is used to introduce direct discourse and is translated as quotation remarks.  This is followed by the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know; to come to know; understand, recognize.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the existing fact from a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the arrogant believer without doctrine in his soul produces the action of alleging that he has come to know Christ, which we saw from the previous verse means to obey the will of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what this arrogant believer believes and says.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, which is used as a personal pronoun, meaning “Him” and referring to our Lord.

“The one who maintains, ‘I have come to know Him’”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, which means “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun ENTOLĒ with the possessive genitive of the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun used as a personal pronoun, which means “His commandments (or commands or mandates).”  Then we have the negative MĒ plus the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb TĒREW, which means “to persist in obedience (to obey), keep, observe, fulfill, or pay attention to, especially of law and teaching.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is actually going on.

The active voice indicates that the arrogant believer in pseudo-spirituality produces the action.


The participle is the substantival use of the participle.

“and does not obey His commands,”
- is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun PSEUSTĒS, which means “a liar.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “is.”

The present tense is a gnomic or aoristic present for an axiomatic fact.


The active voice indicates that this hypocritical, reversionistic believer produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative of a dogmatic statement of fact.

“is a liar”
- is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun.  “Although technically HOUTOS and EKEINOS are demonstrative pronouns, sometimes their demonstrative force is diminished.  In such cases, they act as third person personal pronouns with a simple anaphoric force. This usage is especially frequent in John: Jn 1:7-8; 3:2; 5:6; 8:44; 10:6; 11:29.”
  It is translated “in him” referring to the morally degenerate believer.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “the truth” and referring to Bible doctrine or the word of God.  Finally, we have the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic or gnomic present, which presents the action as a axiomatic fact.


The active voice indicates that the truth produces the action of not being in the pseudo-spiritual believer in moral degeneracy.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“and the Truth [doctrine] is not in him;”
1 John 2:4 corrected translation
“The one who maintains, ‘I have come to know Him’ and does not obey His commands, is a liar and the Truth is not in him;”
Explanation:
1.  “The one who maintains, ‘I have come to know Him’”

a.  The subject of this statement is definitely a believer.  However, this is a believer in moral degeneracy.

b.  This statement describes the problem of legalism and legalistic believers that have plagued the Church from its inception.

c.  The legalistic believer contends, maintains, alleges that they have come to a point of really knowing, understanding, and having an intimate relation with Him.


d.  Knowing Christ demands learning Bible doctrine on a daily basis.  These believers have not done this.  They are not committed to learning the word of God.  Instead they are committed to performing works of righteousness, which they have done.


e.  These believers pay lip service to a true knowledge and understanding of the word of God, but in reality don’t have time for the word of God because it interferes with their other pleasures in life.

f.  Knowing God requires a believer to not only learn God’s Word but live it.  For example, God gives us the command to love one another.  Legalistic believers allege that they love other believers, but they don’t treat them with graciousness, thoughtfulness, considerateness, and compassion.  Instead, they deal with them on the basis of their self-created legal standards of right and wrong.


g.  Legalists don’t use God’s standards.  They use their own standards.


h.  The evil of legalism is that it is based upon the human viewpoint norms and standards of men, and not on what God expects.


i.  God demands that we love and forgive each other.  Legalism demands that believers adhere to their rules and regulations or they are thrown out of the church.

j.  Legalism takes pleasure in enforcing their strict rules and regulations on others, and does so apart from compassion, forgiveness, patience, or integrity.


k.  Legalists have no virtue, honor, or integrity.  They only have rules and regulations which they mix with the commands of God, in order to control the behavior of others, and then ostracize those who do not conform.


l.  Legalism is a religious system created by Satan to control those under his command.  Satan is the author of legalism, which is why it is so evil in its function.


m.  Legalists have no compassion for the failure of others.  They see the failure of others as an opportunity to punish them rather than as an opportunity to love them, forgive them, and be gracious to them.


n.  The person described here by John doesn’t begin to understand the meaning of God’s commands to love one another, therefore, it is impossible for them to know anything about who and what God is.


o.  Coming to know Christ means coming to know the love which God has for us and the love which God expects us to have for others.


p.  The arrogant believer described here claims to know Christ, but not only knows nothing of Christian love for others, but also demonstrates this by their unwillingness to obey God’s commands to love other believers.

2.  “and does not obey His commands,”

a.  Here is the problem with the reversionist in moral degeneracy.  They do not obey the commands of God.

b.  Believers in moral degeneracy will be the first ones to tell you they obey all the commands of God, such as: “I don’t drink, I don’t murder, I don’t commit adultery, I don’t smoke, I don’t swear, and I don’t steal.”

c.  However, when you ask them if they hate anyone, seek revenge, commit mental adultery, don’t keep their promises, cheat on their taxes, or instantly forgive the wrongs done to them, they stare at you with a look that could kill.


d.  Legalists are arrogant.  They think they are better than others.  Therefore, they think they have the right to be critical of others.  Therefore, they malign, criticize, gossip, and judge others.  They have failed to obey the simplest commands from God to stop committing verbal sins against others.


e.  Legalists don’t treat other believers with unconditional love.  Their attitude toward others is filtered through their human viewpoint system of right and wrong.  How they treat others is based upon whether other people are maintaining the standards of behavior they expect of them.  When other believers don’t live up to their standards, they criticize, malign, judge, and ostracize those believers.  There is no forgiveness as God has commanded them.


f.  They proclaim to have an intimate relationship with Christ, yet have no unconditional love for others as the Lord has for them.  They know nothing of the thinking and attitude of God toward those who have put their trust in Him.
3.  “is a liar”

a.  The fact is that these believers are liars.  They lie to themselves and they lie to others.

b.  The lie they tell themselves is that they really know God and what He is like and what He expects.

c.  The lie they tell others is that they really know God and what He is like and what He expects from them.


d.  Believers in moral degeneracy act and think just like unbelievers, who are described in Jn 8:44, “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”  Jn 8:44 is obviously addressed to unbelievers and in our passage John is talking about believers.  The principle applies to the believer who has rejected the teaching of the word of God and substituted their own human viewpoint standards of what the spiritual life should be.  They are liars about understanding God, recognizing His authority, or keeping His commands.

e.  The legalistic believer lies to himself as a function of self-deception.


f.  The legalistic believer lies to others as a function of self-justification.


g.  It is impossible to know the Lord Jesus Christ without knowing Bible doctrine.
4.  “and the Truth [doctrine] is not in him;”

a.  The legalist alleges that they know doctrine, but the Truth is not in him.  Therefore, he lies about knowing Christ.


b.  The legalist alleges that they obey the Lord, but the Truth is not in him.  Therefore, he lies about obeying Christ.

c.   In order to come to know Christ, the Truth; that is, Bible doctrine, must be in us.

d.  The Truth of the word of God is only in us through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit within the system of learning designed by God: the teaching of God’s Word by the pastor-teacher within the assembly of the local church for those physically capable of assembling together and through other non-face-to-face means (books, tapes, CDs, etc) for those physically incapable of assembling together.  It is God’s system and there is no other.


e.  The key aspect of the legalistic believer is that the Truth is not in him (or her).

f.  Moral degeneracy shares the same problem with immoral degeneracy—the truth is not in him.


g.  It is impossible to obey God’s commands unless the doctrine (the Truth) of those commands is clearly understood, believed, and deposited by God the Holy Spirit permanently in our soul.


h.  Many believers claim to know Christ and to obey His mandates, but few have the requisite Truth in them to make this a reality.  Most of them are liars to self and others.
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