1 John 2:3



- is the continuative function of the conjunction KAI, which is used to join elements that continue the main line of thought.  It is translated “And.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “by this thing” and refers to what John is about to say.  Then we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “we know.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.

The active voice indicates that positive believers are the ones producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, which means “that” and is used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that activity.  Then we have the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which has three possible meanings here: “(1) to arrive at a knowledge of someone: know, know about, make acquaintance of; (2) understand, comprehend; (3) to have come to the knowledge of someone, have come to know, know.”
  It certainly refers to a much more intimate knowledge than mere acquaintance.  Hence, the translation “to come to know” is much more accurate here.

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.  The past action has been learning Bible doctrine, and the present state is what we have come to know, understand, and comprehend as a result of that past learning.

The active voice indicates that positive believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a personal pronoun, meaning “Him” and referring to our Lord.

“And by this [obedience to God’s commands] we know that we have come to know Him,”
- is the third class conditional particle EAN, which means “if and it may or may not happen.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun ENTOLĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His mandates or ordinances, commands.”
  Finally, we have the first person plural present active subjunctive from the verb TĒREW, which means “to persist in obedience, keep, observe, fulfill, pay attention to, especially of law and teaching Jam 2:10; Jn 14:15, 21; 15:10ab; 1 Jn 2:3f; 3:22, 24; 5:3; Rev 12:17; 14:12.”


The present tense is a durative or progressive customary present for an action that began in the past and is reasonably expected to continue in the present and future.


The active voice indicates that all positive believers potentially will continue to do what they have been doing.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which indicates the believer’s volition is definitely involved in the fulfillment of this condition.
“if we continue to keep His commands.”
1 John 2:3 corrected translation
“And by this [obedience to God’s commands] we know that we have come to know Him, if we continue to keep His commands.”
Explanation:
1.  “And by this [obedience to God’s commands] we know that we have come to know Him,”

a.  John transitions to a new subject—keeping God’s commandments or mandates, which is related to not sinning and using the recovery procedure when we do—the previous subject.

b.  Obeying or keeping the commandments and mandates of God is one of the major themes in John’s writings.


(1)  1 Jn 2:4, “The one who says, ‘I have come to know Him,’ and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”


(2)  1 Jn 3:22, “and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight.”


(3)  1 Jn 3:24, “The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. We know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.”


(4)  1 Jn 5:2-3, “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments.  For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.”


(5)  2 Jn 1:6, “And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, that you should walk in it.”

c.  Coming to know Christ is a twofold process.



(1)  First we must believe in Christ.



(2)  Then we have to grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 2 Pet 3:18.



(3)  The unbeliever comes to know Christ by hearing the gospel and believing in Christ.



(4)  The believer comes to know Christ by consistent learning and believing what the word of God teaches about Him.


d.  But the point John is making here is that the real proof we have that we have learned, understood, come to know and recognized the significance and importance of the person and work of our Lord is whether or not we actually do what He wants.


(1)  We may know about Christ academically, but that is meaningless, if we ignore what He wants us to do.



(2)  We may understand all kinds of doctrines, but that is meaningless, if we are still functioning on our own agenda rather than our Lord’s agenda.



(3)  Really knowing Christ means being willing to obey the will of God the Father whether we like it or not, just as our Lord was willing to obey the Father without question.



(4)  Once we consistently obey the will of God as taught in the word of God, then and only then do we realize that we truly know, understand, and recognize the authority of our Lord.

e.  We don’t even begin to understand what our Lord went through in His humanity with regard to obedience to God the Father until we experience it ourselves through our own obedience.


f.  It is possible to come to know, understand, and recognize Jesus Christ as our Mediator, Intercessor, Helper, and example, but it requires more than academic study.  It requires the motivation to obey the commandments and mandates of God.
2.  “if we continue to keep His commands.”

a.  John put the conditional part of the sentence last, because coming to know Christ is the important issue to consider.

b.  The conditional nature of this sentence indicates that some believers want to come to know Christ after salvation and others do not.  This clearly indicates that there is a big difference between positive believers and negative believers.

c.  Positive believers are not only highly self-motivated to learn the word of God, but are also highly self-motivated to do the will of God.


d.  Negative believers pay lip-service to the word of God, but aren’t really serious about doing the will of God.  Their desires are always more important than what God wants.

e.  Keeping God’s commands or mandates once or occasionally is not in view here.  What God expects is a persistent, consistent, dogged determination to do the will of God under all circumstances.


f.  We are not here to testify for God against Satan in Satan’s appeal trial whenever we feel like it.  We are here to testify for God continually.


g.  God wants us to do His will under all circumstances in order to prove that His will can be obeyed under all circumstances.


h.  Keeping God’s commandments means executing His will, doing what God wants, and doing it whenever God wants in the way in which God wants it done.

i.  God’s commandments are not negotiable.  When God says ‘Flee fornication’, He means today, tomorrow, the next day, and the next.  We are expected to keep His commands or mandates continually.


j.  When we can do this consistently, then and only then have we really come to know what it is like to execute the will of God and be obedient to God.

k.  God is not abusive.  He is not ordering us to do things just so He can prove a point.  He is not trying to prevent us from having any fun.


l.  God gives us commands and mandates to protect us from the traps, snares, and unhappiness that Satan seeks to pour out on us.


m.  God’s mandates are designed to provide and protect our happiness.


n.  God wants more than anything else our happiness.  And He is determined to protect that happiness with rules, regulations, discipline, control, punishment, and commandments.


o.  There is a great battle in human history over our happiness.  God is trying to create it and protect it, while Satan is doing everything He can to destroy it.


p.  When we enter into sin, human good, and evil, we join the side of Satan by creating our own self-induced misery.


q.  But if we continue in His commands, then we come to know our Lord and the happiness He had throughout His life on earth as God the Father has planned by our Lord’s obedience.
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