1 John 2:25



- is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI “to indicate an additive relation that is not coordinate to connect clauses and sentences, translated: also, likewise.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a timeless fact that is always true throughout human history.


The active voice indicates that the promise which God has given produces the action of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun EPAGGELIA, which means “the promise.”
“Likewise, this is the promise,”
- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring back to feminine singular noun EPAGGELIA = promise.  Then we have the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a reflexive pronoun to emphasize the subject.  It is translated “Himself” and refers to the subject ‘God’ contained within the verb and implied in the statement.  (We only know that God is the subject of this statement by comparison with other Scripture and the subject matter being discussed here.)  This is followed by the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb EPAGGELLOMAI, which means “to promise.”

The aorist tense is a culminative or historical aorist, which gathers up the promise of God regarding eternal life for anyone who believes in Christ into a single whole and regards as a past historical fact or completed action.


The deponent middle is middle in form, but active in meaning—God having produced the action of promising eternal life to mankind.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us.”
“which He Himself has promised to us:”
- is the same phrase used by John in 1 Jn 1:2: the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ZWĒ, meaning “life” followed by the predicate use (the article and adjective following the article and noun predicates something about the noun) of the accusative feminine singular article and adjective AIWNIOS, which means “eternal.”  It is translated “eternal life.”
1 John 2:25 corrected translation
“Likewise, this is the promise, which He Himself has promised to us: eternal life.”
Explanation:
1.  “Likewise, this is the promise,”

a.  John continues with a reminder about another significant promise from God, which can never change.

b.  In addition to or in a manner similar to the fact that what we have heard from the beginning must keep on residing in us, we must remember that the promise of God that we would have eternal life is still in effect.


c.  In the same way that the doctrine we have heard from the beginning has remained in us, so also the promise of God regarding eternal life has remained with us.


d.  Just as we cannot lose our intimate association with the Son and intimate association with the Father, if we continue to have the word of God reside and function in our daily spiritual life, so we can never lose the fantastic promise of eternal life.

e.  Therefore, John reminds us that God has made a promise, and this is the greatest promise God has ever made.


f.  There are many wonderful and marvelous promises from God, but the greatest of all promises is the promise of eternal life.

2.  “which He Himself has promised to us: eternal life.”

a.  The promise of eternal life is a personal promise made by God Himself.

b.  This promise was the message proclaimed by our Lord Jesus Christ throughout His public ministry.

c.  This promise is the message proclaimed by the disciples during our Lord’s incarnation and as His apostles after His resurrection, Acts 13:32, “And we preach to you the good news of the promise made to the fathers.”

d.  This promise is mentioned many times in Scripture.



(1)  The promise is stated simply in Jn 3:15, “so that whoever believes in Him will have eternal life.”


(2)  Jn 6:40, “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”


(3)  Rom 9:8, “This means the physical descendants [racial Jews], these [are] not the children of God, but the children of the promise are considered as seed.”


(4)  The promise of eternal life through faith in Christ is mentioned several times in Paul’s discussion in Gal 3:14-29, “in order that Abraham’s blessing might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, so that we might receive the promise from the Spirit by faith.  Brethren, I am speaking in accordance with human practice.  Likewise no one declares invalid a man’s last will and testament that has been validated nor adds a codicil.  Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his descendant.  It does not say, `And to his descendants,’ as though [speaking] about many persons, but as though [speaking] about one person, `And to your descendant,’ who is Christ.  Now I am saying this.  The Law, which came after four hundred and thirty years, does not revoke the previously established by God covenant, resulting in the abrogation of the promise.  For if the inheritance [eternal salvation] is through the Law (but it is not), [it is] no longer from the source of the promise.  But God showed Himself to be gracious to Abraham by means of a promise.  Consequently, why the Law?  It was added because of our transgressions, until the Seed to Whom the promise had been made would come, having been commanded through the angels by the hand of the Mediator.  Now the mediator is not for the benefit of one party, but God is one [in essence].  Therefore, is the Law against the promises of God?  Absolutely not!  For you see, if a law had been given which is able to give life, certainly righteousness would have been by the Law.  But the Scripture has imprisoned everyone under the sin nature, in order that the promise might be given to those who believe by faith in Jesus Christ.  But before faith came, we kept being guarded under the Law, being confined because of the about to be revealed doctrine, so that the Law became our bodyguard until the time of Christ, in order that we might be declared righteous by faith.  But because our faith has come, we are no longer under the authority of the bodyguard.  For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  For you see, as many of you as have been identified with Christ, have clothed yourselves in Christ.  There does not exist either Jew or Greek; there does not exist either slave or free person; there is not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  But if you belong to Christ and you do, certainly you are the children of Abraham, the heirs on the basis of the promise.”


(5)  Eph 3:6, “to be specific that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.”


(6)  2 Tim 1:1, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God according to the promise of life, which [is] in Christ Jesus.”


(7)  The writer of the book of Hebrews uses the promise to Abraham as an illustration of our promise from God of eternal life, Heb 6:13-20, “For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, saying, ‘I will surely bless you and I will surely multiply you.’  And so, having patiently waited, he obtained the promise.  For men swear by one greater than themselves and with them an oath given as confirmation is an end of every dispute.  In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the confidence set before us.  This confidence we have as an anchor of the soul, a confidence both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil, where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”


(8)  Heb 9:15, “For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.”

e.  God has promised us eternal life.  This is reason alone for the doctrinal teaching we have heard from the beginning to keep on residing in us.

f.  God has promised us eternal life.  This is reason alone for us to continue in intimate association with the Son and in intimate association with the Father through what we have heard from the beginning continuing to remain in us.
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