1 John 2:23



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all; everyone” plus the articular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb ARNEOMAI, which means “to disclaim association with a person or event: deny, repudiate, disown.”


The article is used to substantivize the participle, making it a noun and the subject of the clause, and being used as a relative pronoun.  It is translated “who.”

The present tense is descriptive present for what was going on when John wrote and still happens today.

The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the believer disclaiming association with God the Son produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial and substantivized as the subject of the clause.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, which means “the Son.”
“Everyone who disclaims association with the Son”
- is the negative adverb OUDE, which means “(1) and not, nor; joining negative sentences or clauses to others of the same kind at the beginning of a sentence; Jn 1:13, 25; 7:5; 8:42; (2) also not, not either, neither Jn 15:4; (3) not even.”
  The second meaning is applicable here.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, which means “the Father” and refers to God the Father.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have, but is used more generally as in the phrase have a friend in Lk 11:5 of the relation of Christians to God and to Jesus to have God, the Father, the Son; that is, to be in communion with them 1 Jn 2:23; 2 Jn 9.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, which is used “to make a statement of a general, timeless fact. It does not say that something is happening, but that something does happen.”  The action or state continues without time limits. The gnomic present is used in proverbial statements or general maxims about what occurs at all times.”


The active voice indicates that the negative believer, who has rejected the word of God and teaching of the New Testament and lives in the cosmic system produces the action of not having fellowship with the Father.


The indicative mood is a dogmatic statement of doctrine. 

“also does not have the Father.”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb HOMOLOGEW, which means “acknowledge, claim, profess, praise of profession of allegiance, 1 Jn 2:23.”


The article is used to substantivize the participle and as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which normally or is reasonably expected to occur.

The active voice indicates that the positive, growing believer produces the action of acknowledging or professing allegiance to the Son.


The participle is circumstantial and also serves as the substantivized subject of the clause.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.

“The one who acknowledges the Son”
- is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, which means “the Father” and refers to God the Father.  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have, but is used more generally of the relation of Christians to God and to Jesus; that is, to be in fellowship with them.

The present tense is a gnomic present to make a statement of a general, timeless fact; that is, a general maxim about what occurs at all times.

The active voice indicates that the positive believer, who loves the word of God and teaching of the New Testament and lives in the light of his very own spiritual life produces the action of having fellowship with the Father.


The indicative mood is a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“also has the Father.”
1 John 2:23 corrected translation
“Everyone who disclaims association with the Son also does not have the Father.  The one who acknowledges the Son also has the Father.”
Explanation:
1.  “Everyone who disclaims association with the Son”

a.  The subject “everyone” refers to believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.


(1)  In the previous verse this same person was described as an antichrist; that is, someone who repudiates, denies, or disowns any association with Christ.



(2)  In verse 19 these same people are described as those who went out from the local church.  They had at one time professed their faith in Christ, which is how they “got into” the local church in the first place.


b.  After believing in Christ and then joining in association with other believers in a local church these believers have listened to their pagan friends and loved ones and decided to leave the Christian church and return to their life in Satan’s cosmic system.


c.  As a part of this process they now disclaim any association with the Son of God, Jesus Christ.


d.  They have denied, repudiated, and disowned their own Savior.

e.  However, as Paul taught in 2 Tim 2:13, “If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.”

f.  Even though these believers have disowned and denied association with Christ, they are still indwelt by Him, in union with Him, and continue to be saved by Him.  No one will pluck them out of His hand, Jn 10:28, “and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.”

g.  You have to have association with someone before you can disclaim association with them.  You have to have a relationship with Christ before you can renounce your relationship with Christ.

h.  We have a relationship with Christ the moment we believe in Him.  We can renounce and deny that relationship all we want after salvation, but we still have the relationship.  You can renounce any relationship with your father or son, but they are still your father or son as long as you live and no amount of denial on your part can change that.


i.  Our relationship with Christ doesn’t change just because we deny it, or because we repudiate Him.  We don’t have the power or ability to sever our relationship with Christ.  The omnipotent God does not have the power to sever our relationship with Christ.  It is based upon the integrity of God, which cannot change.


j.  Even though we cannot disown Christ, John recognizes the reality that there are believers who attempt to do so and believe that they have.  Therefore, he accepts their divorcement from reality for the sake of argument to make a point.
2.  “also does not have [fellowship with] the Father;”

a.  Now John makes his point about these believers—they are out of fellowship with God the Father.

b.  When a believer goes into reversionism and apostasy and rejects anything to do with their Savior, Jesus Christ, they have also rejected their relationship with God the Father.

c.  When we are out of fellowship with God the Son, we are also out of fellowship with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.  Likewise, when we are out of fellowship with God the Holy Spirit, we are out of fellowship with God the Father and God the Son.


d.  This was especially important for those former Jews, now Christians, who were repudiating Christianity and returning to Judaism.  John’s point to them is that by rejecting their relationship with Christ, they are also rejecting any relationship with God the Father, which means that their returning to Judaism doesn’t do them any good.

e.  The principle is that our relationship with Jesus Christ determines our relationship with God the Father.


f.  God the Father has made all relationship with Himself conditional upon right relationship with His Son.


g.  These believers, who repudiated and denied their relationship with Christ, did not lose their eternal salvation, instead they lost their fellowship with all three members of the Trinity and went into a state of perpetual carnality and Christian degeneracy.

3.  “The one who acknowledges [professes allegiance to] the Son also has [fellowship with] the Father.”

a.  Now John states the converse of his previous statement.  The believer, who acknowledges his relationship to the Son, is in fellowship with the other members of the Trinity.

b.  Acknowledging the Son of God is tantamount to professing allegiance to Him.

c.  Professing allegiance to the Son is to profess allegiance to God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.


d.  Believers are either going to profess allegiance to the Trinity or they will default to allegiance to Satan, whether they like it or not.


e.  We cannot serve two masters.  We cannot serve Christ and Satan.


f.  We will either acknowledge our relationship with Christ or we will not.  How do we acknowledge our relationship with Christ?



(1)  It is not a requirement for you to stand in front of a bunch of Christians in a local church and acknowledge your faith in Christ.  That is a legalistic distortion of this verse.



(2)  We acknowledge our allegiance to the Son by living the same spiritual life He lived.



(3)  We acknowledge our allegiance to the Son by picking up our cross and following Him.



(4)  We acknowledge our allegiance to the Son by learning the thinking of Christ.


(5)  We acknowledge our allegiance to the Son by growing in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.



(6)  We acknowledge our allegiance to the Son by learning and willingly obeying His commands.


g.  The one who does these things is the positive believer who learns and loves what the word of God has to say.


h.  This positive believer is obviously in fellowship with the Son, which means he is under the influence of God the Holy Spirit, which therefore puts him in fellowship with the Spirit.  Therefore, being in fellowship with the Son and the Spirit, this person is logically also in fellowship with God the Father.


i.  Again, our fellowship with one member of the Trinity ensures our fellowship with all members of the Trinity.

j.  When we believe in Christ, we enter into an eternal relationship with God the Son, but that is not all.  We also enter into an eternal relationship with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.  In fact, that relationship is so close that all three members of the Trinity indwell us.
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