1 John 2:22



- is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “Who; What sort of person.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the liar produces the action of being who and what he is.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in a simple question that can be answered by providing factual information.
Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PSEUSTĒS, which means “liar Jn 8:44, 55; Rom 3:4; 1 Jn 1:10; 2:4, 22; 4:20; 5:10; 1 Tim 1:10; Tit 1:12.”
 

“Who is the liar”
- is the conditional particle EI used with the negative MĒ, literally meaning “if not” but is idiomatic meaning “but, except.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb ARNEOMAI, which means “to state that something is not true: deny 1 Jn 2:22; Lk 8:45; Jn 1:20; Acts 4:16.”


The article substantivizes the participle and is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who.”

The present is a descriptive present for what was going on at the time John wrote.  It is also a gnomic present to express a universal truth throughout human history.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the person who denies that Jesus is the Christ is the one producing the action.


The participle is substantival, being used as the subject of this clause.  From its verbal aspect it is circumstantial.

Then we have the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and used after verbs expressing verbal action to indicate the content of what is said.  This could also be the use of HOTI as quotation marks to introduce a direct quote of what the liar actually says.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus” followed by the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a dogmatic fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the liar; that is, the false teacher dogmatically produces the action of stating that the human man Jesus was definitely not the Christ of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact as far as the liar/false teacher is concerned.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “the Christ.”
“but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ?”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “This one” and referring to the same person just mentioned; that is, the liar/false teacher.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a dogmatic fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the liar/false teacher produces the action of being what is described in the predicate.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun ANTICHRISTOS, which is transliterated as “the antichrist” but means “the one who is in opposition to Christ” or “the one against Christ.”
“This one is the antichrist,”
- is the appositional nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb ARNEOMAI, which means, “to disclaim association with a person or event: deny, repudiate, disown with accusative someone; usually of backsliders; of repudiating Christ Mt 10:33a; Lk 12:9; Acts 3:13-14; Jude 4; 1 Jn 2:23; 2 Pet 2:1; Mt 26:70, 72; Mk 14:68, 70; Lk 22:57; Jn 13:38; 18:25, 27; 2 Tim 2:12a; of repudiating God Tit 1:16; 1 Jn 2:22.”


The article substantivizes the participle and is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who.”

The present is a descriptive present for what was going on at the time John wrote.  It is also a gnomic present to express a universal truth throughout human history.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the person who denies that Jesus is the Christ is the one producing the action of repudiating both God the Father and God the Son.


The participle is substantival, being used as the appositional subject of this clause.  From its verbal aspect it is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father” and referring to God the Father.  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son” and referring to God the Son.
“the one who repudiates the Father and the Son.”
1 John 2:22 corrected translation
“Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ?  This one is the antichrist—the one who repudiates the Father and the Son.”
Explanation:
1.  “Who is the liar [false teacher] but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ?”

a.  John continues with a rhetorical question, to which these positive believers already know the answer.

b.  The false teachers and those who follow them by leaving the local churches in which John ministers deny that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God sent to earth to live among men and provide eternal salvation.

c.  As a disciple of Jesus, John recognized along with Peter, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God,” Mt 16:16, and Mk 8:29, “And He continued by questioning them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter answered and said to Him, ‘You are the Christ.’”  And Lk 9:20, “And He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ And Peter answered and said, ‘The Christ of God.’”  Andrew recognized Him as the Messiah, Jn 1:41, “He found first his own brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which translated means Christ).”

d.  A cardinal doctrine of Satan after the incarnation of the Son of God is to deny that Jesus was the Christ.


e.  However, even the demons recognized Jesus as the Son of God and the Christ.



(1)  Lk 4:41, 43-44, “Demons also were coming out of many, shouting, ‘You are the Son of God!’  But rebuking them, He would not allow them to speak, because they knew Him to be the Christ.” “In the synagogue there was a man possessed by the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, ‘Let us alone! What business do we have with each other, Jesus of Nazareth?  Have You come to destroy us?  I know who You are the Holy One of God!’”


(2)  Mk 1:34, “And He healed many who were ill with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and He was not permitting the demons to speak, because they knew who He was.”

f.  Our Lord testified to the fact He was the Christ.



(1)  Mt 26:63, “And the high priest said to Him, ‘I adjure You by the living God, that You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God.’ Jesus said to him, ‘You have said it yourself nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.’” And Mk 14:61-62, “Again the high priest was questioning Him, and saying to Him, ‘Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?  And Jesus said, ‘I am; and you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.’”


(2)  The word of God testifies to the fact that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God, Mk 1:1, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”


(3)  The elect angels testify to the fact Jesus was the Christ, Lk 2:11, “for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”


(4)  People who heard our Lord and saw His works believed He was the Christ.




(a)  Jn 7:41, “Others were saying, ‘This is the Christ.’ Still others were saying, ‘Surely the Christ is not going to come from Galilee, is He?’”



(b)  Jn 11:27, “She [Mary, sister of Lazarus] said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the world.’”

g.  Unbelievers never believe that Jesus is the Christ.



(1)  Lk 23:35, “And the people stood by, looking on. And even the rulers were sneering at Him, saying, ‘He saved others; let Him save Himself if this is the Christ of God, His Chosen One.’”


(2)  Lk 22:67, “‘If You are the Christ, tell us.’  But He said to them, ‘If I tell you, you will not believe.’”


(3)  Lk 23:39, “One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, ‘Are You not the Christ?  Save Yourself and us!’”


(4)  The Jewish-religious leadership rejected Jesus as the Christ and persecuted those who acknowledged Him, Jn 9:22, “His parents [the parents of the man born blind who was healed by Jesus] said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone confessed Him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.”

h.  The purpose of John’s gospel is that all men should believe that Jesus is the Christ, Jn 20:31, “but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.”

i.  The false teacher follows the lead of Satan and denies that Jesus is the Christ.


j.  Those who follow the false teachers also deny that Jesus is the Christ.


k.  Just as Satan has lied about Jesus Christ from the beginning of human history, when he said (concerning our Lord’s teaching ‘Dying you shall die’), ‘You surely will not die!’ (Gen 3:4), so Satan has continued to lie about the person, the work, and the word of our Lord throughout human history.

l.  Satan is the consummate liar and all his false teachers are just as eloquent with their lies.


m.  This verse becomes a warning to those with positive volition to not get caught up in the lies and false doctrines of false teachers.  They are easy to spot because they deny that the true humanity of Christ was also truly God and that both existed in hypostatic union in one person.


n.  False teachers do not recognize the work of Christ on the Cross in providing eternal salvation for mankind.  They deny both the person of Jesus as the Messiah or Christ and the work of Jesus as both Messiah and Christ.
2.  “This one is the antichrist—”

a.  Every single person who says that Jesus is not the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the Living God sent to earth to provide eternal salvation for mankind is declared by John to be an antichrist.

b.  The preposition ANTI in the Greek means “against; opposed to.”  These people are against Christ or opposed to Christ.

c.  You are either for or against Christ.  You either believe in Him or you don’t.  There is no middle ground for any member of the human race.  Whether you like it or not you are either on God’s side or you are against Him.  God will not allow any neutrality.


d.  There is one great Antichrist in human history, who is called the Man of Sin.  This is the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire during the great Tribulation, who is indwelt by Satan as a counterfeit of the hypostatic union of Christ.

e.  All those who follow Satan in the satanic doctrine that Jesus is not the Christ are antichrists with Satan.

f.  The Christ or Messiah was the person of the Trinity, whom God promised would come to earth, live among men, and provide eternal salvation for anyone who believes in Him.


g.  The person who accepts the fact that Jesus was this member of the Trinity fulfilling that promise has eternal life and is for Christ.  The person who denies or repudiates this fact is an antichrist. 

3.  “the one who repudiates the Father and the Son.”

a.  Finally, we have an appositional phrase to explain what John means by the term “antichrist.”

b.  John defines an antichrist person as anyone who repudiates, denies, and rejects the testimony of the Father and the Son that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.

c.  God the Father testified to the fact that the humanity of Jesus was in fact His Son at our Lord’s baptism and at His transfiguration.



(1)  Mt 3:17, “and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.’”


(2)  Mt 17:5, “While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, ‘This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!’”

d.  To deny or repudiate that Jesus is the Christ is to deny and repudiate the direct statement of God the Father.


e.  To deny or repudiate that Jesus is the Christ is to deny and repudiate the direct statements of our Lord.


f.  To deny or repudiate that Jesus is the Christ is to deny and repudiate the direct statements of Scripture.


g.  To deny or repudiate that Jesus is the Christ is to deny and repudiate the direct witness of the disciples and apostles of our Lord.


h.  To deny or repudiate that Jesus is the Christ is to deny and repudiate the direct witness of angels.


i.  To deny or repudiate that Jesus is the Christ is to deny and repudiate the direct witness of other humans.


j.  To deny or repudiate the witness of God the Father, God the Son, the Scripture, the apostles, the angels, and other men and women is to be on the side of Satan and against Christ.  It was the easiest way for John to warn positive believers against those who were negative and living in Satan’s cosmic system of darkness.


k.  Just as Satan has rejected God the Father’s plan for angelic history, so he has rejected God the Father’s plan for human history, which included the revelation of His Son as the Savior of the world.


l.  Satan has always and will always reject Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world and will attempt to get as many people to agree with him as possible through every lie and deception possible.
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