1 John 2:21



- is the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” with the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write.”

The aorist tense is an epistolary aorist, in which the author self-consciously describes his letter from the time frame of the audience.  John is referring to the previous portion of the epistle just completed.


The active voice indicates that John has produced the action of writing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  This is followed by the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” and introduces the reason why John has written.  Then we have the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know; to come to know, to recognize, to understand.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state, condition, or fact as a result of a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the positive believers to whom John writes produce the action of not knowing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct objective from the feminine singular monadic use of the article and noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “the truth” and referring to the teaching of the word of God.
“I have not written to you because you do not know the truth”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”  Then we have the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know; to come to know, to recognize, to understand.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state, condition, or fact as a result of a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the positive believers to whom John writes produce the action of knowing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
This if followed by the accusative direct object from the third person feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “it” and referring back to the accusative feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA, ‘the truth’.

“but because you have come to know it,”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “every” plus the noun PSEUDOS, meaning “lie.”  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the feminine singular article, used as a demonstrative pronoun, and the noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “from that truth.”  Finally, we have the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to have a point of derivation or origin, be, come from somewhere Jn 1:46; 3:31; 15:19; 17:14, 16; 18:37; 1 Cor 11:8; Jn 8:44; 1 Jn 3:8, 12; 4:5; 2:21.”
 


The present tense is an aoristic or gnomic present, which presents the action as a timeless, static fact.

The active voice indicates that every lie produces the action of not originating from the truth of God’s Word.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“and because every lie is not from that truth.”
1 John 2:21 corrected translation
“I have not written to you because you do not know the truth [Bible doctrine] but because you have come to know it, and because every lie is not from that truth.”
Explanation:
1.  “I have not written to you because you do not know the truth [Bible doctrine]”

a.  John continues with his address to positive believers, who are faithful in learning God’s Word and living the spiritual life of the Church Age.

b.  John continues the thought he began in verse 14, “I have written you, young men [advancing believers], because you are strong and the word of God remains in you and you have overcome the evil one.”

c.  Having stated the positive reason why he is writing to these positive believers, John now states the negative reason.


d.  John is not writing because they do not know the truth of God’s Word.  These believers are very positive to the teaching of doctrine and have continued to remain positive in spite of the negative volition of other believers, who have become arrogant and left their local assembly.


e.  The negative volition of others must not distract us from our positive volition to God’s Word.


f.  Just because other people we know, love, or care about become negative to the truth is no excuse for us to follow them in negative volition.


g.  The negative volition of others is a test for those left behind with positive volition to keep going in learning and living doctrine.


h.  These believers had learned Bible doctrine in the past with the result that they continued to learn doctrine in the present.  This is why John had to keep teaching them, which is his reason for writing them.

i.  John is not trying to clear up any ignorance on the part of these believers, but encourage them to keep learning and executing the will of God in spite of the defection of friends, relatives, and loved ones from the truth of God’s Word.

2.  “but because you have come to know it,”

a.  In contrast to John writing not because these believers did not have doctrine in their soul, he writes because they do have doctrine in their soul.

b.  The most important thing a pastor can do for those who are positive to doctrine is teach them more doctrine.

c.  Positive volition exists on more doctrine.  Positive volition dies without doctrine.


d.  The word of God must be taught for believers to continue to live the spiritual life of the Church Age.


e.  These positive believers had come to recognize the significance and importance of the Truth of God’s Word in their spiritual lives.  They had come to know that the only Truth that existed was God’s Truth.

f.  John was motivated to keep on teaching them God’s Word because they had understood in the past and continued to understand now that the Truth of God’s Word was more important than anything else in life, including those friends and loved ones who left their local church to live under false doctrine.


g.  Therefore, John writes and teaches them because they have been positive to doctrine and continue to be positive to doctrine.
3.  “and because every lie is not from that truth.”

a.  An additional purpose for writing is because these believers need to be able to distinguish the lies of the false teachers from the truth of God’s Word.

b.  These positive believers were getting a lot of lies from their friends and loved ones who had left the church and followed after false teachers.  These lies had to be countered with the truth.

c.  It is not necessary for the pastor to teach all the false doctrine or lies being told by false teachers and their followers.  He only need teach the truth.  Once a positive believer clearly understands the truth, it is easy to spot all the lies.


d.  There is not a single false doctrine or lie that comes from the word of God; that is, the Truth.

e.  Bible doctrine teaches what is true from the source of God’s Word.  False doctrine teaches what is false or a lie from the doctrine of demons and human viewpoint.


f.  Every lie comes from the source of the father of lies—Satan.  Jn 8:44, “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”

g.  John is writing to these positive believers to protect them from the father of lies, who provides information and his teaching to false teachers, who pass it along to the negative friends and loved of those believers who are still positive to the Truth.  This has been Satan’s system of influence to go negative to God’s Word since the woman persuaded the man in the Garden of Eden to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Satan has not changed his mode of operation.


h.  Therefore, John writes to protect these positive believers by teaching them principles and concepts from the Truth to combat all the false doctrine coming from those who have gone out from among those still in the local church.
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